Brisbane libraries meet
e-learning demand with
Monash LearningFast

M onash LearningFast recently an-
nounced that Brisbane's network of
public libraries will use its online

learning solutions to deliver training to more than

5000 library users and staff. The web-based

training solutions will form part of the libraries'

efforts to provide convenient and affordable ac-
cess to computers and computer training.

Brisbane City Council Library Services Man-
ager, Christine Mackenzie, said that Monash
LearningFast's products had been chosen as they
provided an efficient and cost-effective structure
for internet and computer training suitable for the
general public and library staff.

'One of the chief aims of all Queensland li-
braries is to tackle the 'digital divide' and provide
computer access and training for those who
don't normally have such access.

'Monash LearningFast products provide a
self-paced environment where users can access
information and training where and when it suits
them, without the need to enrol in often expen-
sive organised training courses,' she said.

Brisbane libraries will offer a range of
Monash LearningFast programs including the ICT
Skills Benchmark and TeachMe (interactive
learning tools for popular computer software)
and the online reference tool Electric Library
Australasia.
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On successful completion of each individual
course, students will be provided with Monash
LearningFast achievement certificates.

Ms Mackenzie said the Monash LearningFast
training programs were also ideal for professional
development providing staff with the skills re-
quired to work efficiently in the information age.

'With the focus of education moving towards
information and computer literacy and providing
a foundation on which people can build evolv-
ing skills sets, it's important for library staff to re-
main up to date with new technology,' she said.

Monash LearningFast's managing director,
Richard Siegersma, said that Brisbane's public li-
brary network was the first to make the compa-
ny's resources available on a large scale.

'The decision by Brisbane's libraries to utilise
our flexible e-learning solutions is proof of the
growing acceptance of e-learning and e-training
in the community.'

'This type of delivery provides the economies
to make learning accessible for all Australians,
and pubilic libraries are an ideal access point,’ he
said

The Monash LearningFast programs deliver
interactive training to the desktop with no plugins
or downloads making them faster and easier to
use than many competitor products. =
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« 25/7-20/11 Children & Youth
Services (NSW). General meeting
Venue tha, 6om /7 173, 20/11 For
nrore informretion contact: Mylee Joseph,
ph @2 9777 7900, myleejoseph@
willoughby.nsw.gov.au

= 1/11 Children & Youth Services
(NSW). Cnildren's library management
seminar. Burwood Council Chanrbers,
Conder Street, Burwood NSW (5 mrin-
utes walk from Burwood train station),
9-4:30pm For rrore informration con-
tact Mylee Joseph, ph 2 9777 7900,
mylee.joseph@nilloughly.nsw.gov.aul
« March 2003 Children & Youth
Services (NSW). Switching them on to
reading Books and yourg dhildert aae
cby seminar featuring bestselling chil-
drerts author Mem Fax gving the Narcy
Booker Honour Lecture. The aim of the
semirer is to eplore both the theories
behind pre-reeding and early reeding ac-
tivities and to lodk at pradticl eanples
of prograns for preschoders. Deter thc
State Library NSW. For nore infomation
cotact Mylee Jaseph, ph (R 9777 7900,
mylee joseph@nilloughty.rewgov.au

NT

e 19/6 ALIA NT Library & Informa-
tion Workers. Monthly meeting. De-
fence Library Service, Building 7201,
Robertson  Barracks, Winnellie, 5om
Contact: Barbara Gotton, ph 08 8946
7870 W), 08 157 (),
cottonballs@higpond.com Please note:
RSVP's essenttial for June neeting

QLD
e 4/6-3/12 RAIS QId. General meet-
ing Library services meeting room  14th
Hoar, BAC (Brisbane Administration
Centre) huildng, 69 Am  Street,
515-6450m 48 2/7, 68 38 /10
11; 3/12 For further infomration con
tact: Kirsty Hailton (secretary), pth 07
3237 6636, kharrilton@sppgpmeoom
56 Trimagic Software DB/Text-
Works introductory training To register
please contact: Tara Lad, ph (2 9830
8666, tara.lord@trinegic.comau

6/6 Trimagic Software. DB/Text-
Works advanced training. To register
please contact: Tara Lad, ph (2 9830
8656, taralord@trimegic.comau

7/6 Trimagic Software. DB/Text-
Works webpublisher training. To register
plesse contact: Tara Lad, ph (2 9830
8666, tara.lord@trinegic.comaul

« 13/6 ALIA Queensland OPALs.
General meeting. Qd Conrpetition Au-
thaity, Level 19 12 Qreek Street, Bris-
bere. Tie: tha. Contact: Bev Pedke, th
B 3222 0540, bec.peake@oca.org.au

« 21/6 ALIA Queensland Health Li-
braries/NICHE. Breakfast on Consurm-
er Health Informetion featuring Jill Bud<
ley Sith of Healthinsite. Trout Gorfer-

continued next page...
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