
Have a one night 
stand with a book
M o re la n d  L ib rary  S ervice ce leb ra tes  V a le n tin e s  D ay

M oreland's Library Service cel­
ebrated Valentine's Day with 
a difference by tempting li­

brary users to have a 'One night stand' 
or a 'Blind date' with a book!

On Valentine's Day, all five More­
land libraries hung large red hearts with 
the messages 'Have a blind date with a 
book' or 'Have a one night stand with 
a book' above a display of books neatly 
wrapped in newspaper with their bar­
codes written on a small red heart 
pasted on the front.

The books included all genres ex­
cept romance —  otherwise many peo­
ple would not have borrowed anything 
for fear that they would end up with a 
'mushy love story'! Signs around the li­
brary tempted readers to take home a 
blind date that might be: a bit mysteri­
ous; a little wicked and part of the 
criminal underworld; a bundle of 
laughs or such a sad case that you need 
the tissue box; floating in fantasy or full 
of facts; full of Aussie flavour; a blast 
from the past or utterly irresistible.

Borrowers of these books received 
chocolate hearts when they came to 
the loans desk. Staff had a wonderful 
time promoting the display throughout 
the day and library users enjoyed the 
concept and congratulated staff for 
hosting such a fun event.

Only novels and biographies in 
English in standard print had been se­
lected but due to the interest of older 
and LOTE readers, staff quickly 
wrapped up large print books and 
books in other languages to give to 
these readers. One thrilled Greek bor­
rower declared that her husband had

not given her anything that day but she 
was going home to show him up with 
her chocolate from the library and 
spend the night with her 'blind date' in­
stead!

The idea for Valentine's Day was in­
spired by libraries in the United King­
dom who have hosted 'Blind date' and 
'One night stand' sessions, although 
such events there have been longer 
term programs not connected with Val­
entine's Day. In order to promote 
reader development, Rachel Van Riel 
from Opening the Book instigated the 
initiative in libraries as a hook to tempt 
readers to try books they would not nor­
mally pick up to introduce them to new 
authors and genres. Reader develop­
ment is an exciting movement in the 
United Kingdom which aims to develop 
and broaden people's reading interests 
through proactive intervention.

Other libraries in the United King­
dom have tried similar schemes. These 
include 'Risk it for a biscuit' where 
readers receive a biscuit with any 
wrapped book they borrow for their 
'bravado', and 'tempting takeaways' 
where readers borrow a bag of un­
known books sealed in takeaway food 
carrier bags.

Moreland library staff and readers 
have said 'more please' and so our next 
mystery/surprise book program will be 
'Risk it for a biscuit' later in the year 
followed by... well that's a surprise!
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INFORMATION SOLUTIONS...

AT YOUR  
C O M M A N D

Trimagic Software
Australia's leading supplier 
of library automation and 
knowledge management solutions.
Trimagic are experts at helping 
you to manage your information. 
Call us now to discuss your needs

[021 9880 8666
or. visit our website at. •
www.trimagic.com.au

GSAS & GITC approved.
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Library and infor­
mation services 
consulting, f resh, 
pragmatic, effective. 
Tactical planning, 
technology manage­
ment, performance 
improvement. 
Library value in the 
21st century.
For details contact 
Ian McCallum or 
Sherrey Quinn on 
(02) 6257 9177 
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ian.mccallum@ 
a 1 ianet. alia. org.au
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