
U n d e rg o in g  a  s e a c h a n g e
The national cataloguing conference

O n Friday 9 Novem ber, the 14th 
N ational C ata logu ing  C on fe r­
ence c losed  on a note of op ti­

m ism  about the future of cata logu ing , 
and its transform ation into a m yriad  of 
other forms.

The p re-con ference sem inars on 
w ebs ite  m anagem en t and  ed u ca tion  
and careers set the tone and the them e 
o f 'sea ch an g e ' w h ic h  w as taken up, 
o ve r and ove r again , throughout the 
conference .

W e  heard abou t in n o va tive  w e b  
pro jects, m etadata  and h o w  to deal 
w ith  e lectron ic  formats. Joan  M oncrie ff 
ra ised  a num ber of questions as to 
w hether our current standards can deal 
w ith  the chang ing  nature of our digital 
universe. Ann H u thw aite  outlined  how  
the curren t ca ta lo g u ing  standard, the 
Anglo-Am erican Cataloguing Rules, are 
be ing  revised . O u r  keyno te  speaker, 
G eo ff Payne , exhorted  us to get out

there and take over the metadata scene, 
and  other insp iring  speakers such as 
M ary-Lou ise  A yres, L lo yd  Sokvitne , 
H en r ic  Be iers and C h erry l Schauder, 
pointed the w a y  —  a lbe it pointing out 
the potential p itfalls. Bound  cop ies of 
the con ference papers are ava ilab le  for 
a sm all fee from Ebe Kartus 
[kartus@ deak in .edu.au ].

But a con ference  is m ore than just 
listening to inspiring speakers, and our 
con ference setting on the W aterfron t in 
G ee long , w ith  the sun sh in ing  on the 
spark ling  'B a y  of Pea rls ', did a great 
deal to enhance networking and socia l­
ising. The d inner too w as a huge suc­
cess, also undergoing a seachange, by 
abandoning  the traditional songs, in fa ­
vour of a hilarious, but thought-provok­
ing after-d inner speech  from  H e len  
Livingston and incorporating  w a n d e r­
ing m instrels, the H ip  Cats, w h o  had 
everyone  d anc ing  in the aisles.

The great­
est seachange 
is that this 
cou ld  w e ll be 
the  last c a ta ­
log u ing  c o n ­
fe re n ce  —  ind eed  the last sectio n a l 
c o n fe re n ce  —  as A la n  B u n d y , the 
A L IA  pres ident, fo resh ad o w ed  in our 
A G M . D ifferen t options for A L IA  c o n ­
fe ren ces  w ill  be d iscu ssed  at the 
u p co m in g  N a tio n a l P o lic y  Congress.

A nd  fin a lly  our thanks to all of our 
speakers —  there w as not a dud paper 
am ongst them , to all of yo u  w h o  at­
tended  and m ade it such a fun o c c a ­
sion, and to our w onderfu l con ference  
organiser, Lynne Lucas, and her assist­
ant Peter O ates. I defy an yo n e  to run a 
con fe ren ce  w ithou t a w on d erfu l team 
such as this.

R o s e m a ry  D e a r m a n ,  1 4 th  N a t io n a l  

C a ta lo g u in g  C o n fe r e n c e  c o m m it te e

\ j E le c t io n  o f  A L I A  v i c e -p r e s i d e n t  
a n d  t h r e e  d i r e c t o r s

Call for nominations
Nominations are called for ALIA vice-president [president-elect] and three positions on the 
Board of Directors of ALIA as incorporated under Corporations Law.
The vice-president [president-elect] will be elected by the membership at large. One director is 
to be elected by the membership at large, one director is to be elected by institutional 
members, and one director elected by the nominated group representative to the National 
Policy Congress.
Nominees should be personal members of the Association and will represent the interests of the 
organisation as a whole rather than those of a particular constituency.
The vice-president [president-elect] will assume the presidency at the Annual General Meeting 
of the Association in 2003. The term of office of directors will be until the Annual General 
Meeting in 2004.
Nominations must be in writing and must be signed by two financial members of the 
Association and include the consent in writing of the nominee. Nomination forms must be 
accompanied by a 100-word current curriculum vitae which provides full details of academic and 
professional qualifications and a 100-word statement of professional concerns. The curriculum 
vitae should be arranged under headings of present positions, previous positions and 
professional activities. A standard colour portrait photograph must be included.
Nomination forms are available from ALIA National Office, or via ALIAnet.
Nominations close at 5:00pm ESST on 4 February 2002 and should be sent to the ALIA executive 
director, PO Box E441, Kingston ACT 2604, e-mail enquiry@alia.org.au, or fax 02 6282 2249.
Forms and information available from http://www.alia.org.au/governance/elections/2002/
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