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The ALIA Board of Directors has endorsed the Association's federal government 
initiatives advocacy statement Con n ectin g  Australians as the basis for its lobbying and 
advocacy activities for the 2001 Federal election and 2002 Federal Budget.

Connecting Australians

A ustralia's library and information 
services sector is a dynamic partici­
pant in the information industry. The 

sector strives for equitable access to informa­
tion for the Australian community within the 
context of their work, leisure, educational 
and cultural pursuits, and to ensure that Aus­
tralians have the skills to access and utilise 
this information.

The Australian people look to the federal 
government to provide leadership in uphold­
ing their democratic right to equitable access 
to information and establishing the key role 
of information in our society and for our 
economy. The Australian Library and Infor­
mation Association believes that this can be 
achieved through federal government policy 
directions that:

• deliver programs to enable:
□ citizens to fully participate in the demo­

cratic process to create an economic 
and social environment where Austral­
ians can enjoy the best quality of life 
and standard of living;

□ communities, individuals and business 
to access information unconstrained by 
costs, restrictions, or communications 
infrastructure;

□ individuals to access, evaluate and use 
information efficiently and effectively, 
that is, to be information I iterate;

• gain commitment from state, territory and 
local governments to support Federal and 
industry initiatives;

• engender a knowledge culture within Aus­
tralian society.

An investment by the federal government 
in the library and information services sector 
is an investment in Australia's social, cul­
tural, economic and knowledge future.

C o n n e c t in g  A u s t r a l i a n * *  program initiatives
Connecting Australians comprises two pro­
grams proposed by the Association for adop­
tion by the Federal government and 
inclusion in the 2002 federal budget: Bridg­
ing the information d iv ide in Australia's 
communities; and Investing in information 
for a better society.

Bridging the information divide in 
Australia’s communities
An issue close to many Australians is the so- 
called 'digital divide'. This has been seen as 
particularly relevant to rural Australians. 
However, evidence suggests that many Aus­
tralians who live in urban areas are also 
struggling to access quality, up-to-date infor­
mation, often as a result of inadequate fund­
ing of public institutions such as libraries to 
provide facilities and training. Most commu-

nities have access to a public library, and 
these libraries have high levels of use by 
those sectors of the community who would 
generally not have the financial resources or 
skills to access electronic information re­
sources. Australia's public library network is 
ideally placed to help to bridge the informa­
tion divide, both in rural and urban areas.

The Bridging the information divide in 
Australia's communities program would offer 
specific grant funding to establish the public 
library as the focal community access point 
for publicly available electronic information 
and government interactive electronic re­
sources. Funding of $21 million over three 
years would include $1 8 million for the pub­
lic libraries internet workstation technological 
component and $3 million for a national in­
formation skills public education and training 
program centred in Australia's public libraries 
and administered by the Association. State 
and local governments would take responsi­
bility for physical space, telecommunications 
costs and staffing support.

An important corollary to this program 
would be government initiatives for improv­
ing the telecommunications infrastructure in­
cluding equitable pricing of services, and re­
liable connections with adequate bandwidth.

A further initiative would be the provi­
sion of recurrent funding to include in na­
tional statistical collection on internet use the 
percentage and number of internet access 
points in Australian public libraries, the 
number of libraries connected, their tel­
ecommunications and connectivity capabili­
ties, levels of use and use purpose, a break­
down of funding sources, the extent and 
nature of training, level of use of blocking 
technologies, and the level of use of linguis­
tic and disabilities access enhancements.
The availability of current data could be im­
proved by funding support for a six monthly 
electronic survey conducted by the National 
Office of the Information Economy.

Investing in information 
for a better society
An investment in information is an investment 
in knowledge, learning, research and business 
for Australia's future growth. It is timely to 
move beyond technology and connectivity to 
realising the value of information to our com­
munities, business, and individuals.

The Investing in information program has 
three components.

1. Information skills training, including re­
sponsible use o f the internet

More and more Australians are becoming 
computer literate. Many are not sufficiently ^
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^  information literate, and with the creation of 
information and the use of electronic infor­
mation resources increasing, the need for in­
formation skills training has never been more 
critical. Information literacy skills give indi­
viduals the capability to recognise a need for 
information and access, evaluate and use that 
information efficiently and effectively. Train­
ing in responsible use of the internet is a so­
cially responsible approach to enabling users 
to enjoy positive internet experiences. Invest­
ing in information would provide $500 000 
over two years, to be administered by the As­
sociation, to design and develop both online 
interactive and face-to-face user training pro­
grams and training for library and informa­
tion professionals to deliver these programs 
within their educational, research, govern­
ment and business communities. Better infor­
mation creation and use will ensure that 
Australia is not only competitive but takes a 
leading role in the global information and 
knowledge economies.

2. Copyright in the digital environment

Library and information professionals act as 
responsible intermediaries balancing the le­
gitimate needs of users of copyright works 
with the legitimate rights of copyright holders. 
Most copying of material in libraries is for 
educational, research or private study pur­
poses. Copyright protection should encour­
age, not inhibit, use and creativity. Australian 
copyright law should not give rights holders

the power to use technological or contractual 
measures to override the exceptions and limi­
tations to copyright and distort the balance set 
in international and domestic copyright legis­
lation. Copyright legislation should render 
invalid any terms of a licence that restrict or 
override exceptions or limitations embodied in 
the law. Investing in information upholds the 
principles that nothing in a licence or contract 
should be able to extinguish fair dealing uses 
or limit the rights of any libraries under the 
Copyright Act. It aims for a balance between 
the rights of copyright owners to protect their 
interests through technical means and rights of 
users to circumvent such measures for legiti­
mate, non-infringing purposes. It upholds the 
exceptions within the legislation and the rights 
of all libraries to these exceptions regardless of 
the status of their parent body.

3. Removing the tax on books and scholarly 
journals

Australia had a proud history of leading the 
world in recognising the value of reading, 
learning and the sharing of knowledge by not 
taxing books and scholarly journals. The im­
position of the GST increases the financial 
burden on the community of reading and 
learning. Removing the tax on books will cost 
$100 million, and less for journals. By remov­
ing the tax on books and journals the next 
Australian government is Investing in informa­
tion and showing its commitment to engen­
dering a knowledge culture in Australia. ■

Better inform ation 

creation and lu e w ill 

ensure that A ustralia is 

not only competitive but 

takes a leading role in the 

globa l inform ation and 

knowledge economies. . .
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How to fossick for out-of-print and collectable books?
Introducing BlbliOZ.com: Your Booksearch Wizard! This new 
Australian-based online service enables you and your library to 
search and easily purchase from among more than I0 million 
out-of-print and antiquanan books.
Check out httpy/www.biblioz.com for the following features:
• One reliable source for access to the stock of almost 3,000 

bookdealers worldwide including dozens within Australia and 
N ew  Zealand

• Simplify your O P  title purchases and paperwork by ordering 
from O N E  GST-registered supplier

• Reduce shipping costs through our weekly consolidated air 
freight from North Amenca and the UK with big discounts 
for multiple book orders

• Save specialised search criteria so you can quickly view 
the most recent items listed since your last visit

• Use Power Search to find what you want by author, title, 
keyword, book location, price range, edition, publisher and 
many other attribute fields

• Purchase in Australian dollars with credit card directly via the 
National Bank's Secure Internet Payment Service or print out 
a form to fax or post

• Check the status of current and previous orders online anytime 
Guaranteed by BiblioQuest International, Australasia's leading 
search service for out-of-print and collectable books since 1994

NB. No books (or librarians!) were harmed during the making of this digitally enhanced advertisement

BlBLIOWUEST

FOR MORE INFORMATION www.biblioquest.com.au OR PHONE FREECALL 1800 067 877
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http://www.biblioz.com
http://www.biblioquest.com.au

