
Library and Information Week
Message from the Minister for the Arts and the 
Centenary of Federation, Peter McGauran MP

L
earn ing is a lifelong experience —  an exciting jou rney  
of gathering, understanding and dissecting inform ation 
in its m any forms.

This year the them e of Australian Library and Information 
W e e k  2001 is Know ledge O u tlook—  an opportun ity to c e l­
ebrate our never-ending quest for know ledge and recognise 
the librarians w h o  support our endeavours.

Libraries con tinually  evo lve . They are prim e exam ples of 
institutions successfu lly  harnessing n ew  techno log ies, and 
guide us through an ever-increasing vo lum e of inform ation.

M ore than ever, the modern librarian is a knowledge m an­
ager, and an invaluable navigator for the information age.

The Federal G overnm en t continues to support our ou t­
stand ing lib rary system s and the pursuit of kn o w led g e  
through the Book  Industry Assistance Plan  (B IA P ).

The P lan  inc ludes the Ed ucationa l Textbook Su b s id y  
Schem e (ETSS) —  a program  w h ich  provides a subsidy en a ­
b ling retail sellers to reduce the p rice of textbooks for stu­

dents studying at Australian ed u ca ­
tional institutions. This fund ing ex ­
ceeds $11 7 m illion  over four years.

A no th er part of B IA P  inc lud es  
Grants to Prim ary Schoo l Libraries.
These funds support the purchase of 
Australian books for libraries across 
the nation. Fund ing  is $27.75 m il­
lion over four years.

This assistance, plus other com ponents of the B IA P , is in 
recognition  of the inva luab le  con tribu tion  m ade by Austra l­
ian authors and the publishing industry to the com m un ity .

This support w ill nurture A ustra lia 's  creative future and 
ensure that an appreciation  of Austra lian  literature is passed 
on to future generations.

I encourage you to visit you r loca l lib rary during Library 
and In form ation  W e e k  2001 and  take inspiration from the 
w eek 's  m any activities. ■
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M O D E R

Want a trusted partner and 
quality customer service 
provider? Contact us today.

• Subscription services
• kReady • kTOC • kStore
• kLibrary • Information Quest
• License Depot
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