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High-quality 
web resources 
benefit uj all.

Web wisdom for librarians
W e b W is e  for L ib rarians is a B B C  

w ebsite  designed to teach lib rar­
ians h o w  to use the internet. It 

offers features, help and ad v ice  on different 
aspects of the w e b  such as the changes in 
teach ing  that have occu rred  because of the 
vast resources the w eb  provides for teachers 
and educators, and w ays  of using the w eb  
for loca l netw ork ing  and com m un ity  a c t iv ­
ism. A nnabel C o lley , one of the inform ation 
specia lis ts  beh ind  the B B C 's  respected  
'Pan o ram a ' program , investigates the virtual 
com m unities spaw ned by on line newsletters, 
m ailing  lists and newsgroups. There is also 
an exam ination  of the risks posed to 
trad itiona l lib ra riansh ip  by the grow th  
in e lec tron ic  books, [http ://ww w.bbc.co.uk/ 
w ebw ise/categories/librarians/index.shtm l]

No such thing as a free lunch ...
... but you can get a Free Pint, a British-based 
new sle tter, and  one of the best curren t 
awareness tools on the w eb . Free Pint can be 
read on line , or rece ived  v ia  e-mail. Back  is­
sues are ava ilab le  at the site, and again these 
can  be read there or requested as m ail. The 
new s le tte r in c lu d es  book  rev iew s, Q & A  
through the Free Pint bar, and usually tw o  or 
three m eaty p ieces by specialists on a par­
ticu lar topic, w hether it be econom ics on the 
w eb, U K  governm ent information, e-publish­
ing, or business resources. It's worth traw ling 
through o lder issues as the coverage in spe­
c ia lis t p ieces is so com p reh en s ive . Even if 
you feel you know  a topic w e ll, you w ill find 
som ething here, and it's in va lu ab le  for top ­
ics you barely understand at all. You feel you 
have seen the ve ry  best the w eb  has to offer 
on a top ic w hen  you  have read a Free Pin t 
artic le . Contributions are w e lco m ed , as are 
shorter com m ents and feedback. Advertising 
is m in im al and can  be ignored, [http:// 
w w w .freep in t.co .u k ]

Be a good scout
Scou t Report, m y o ther fa vourite  curren t 
aw areness tool, is cu rren tly  under threat of 
losing its funding. It has com e back from the 
brink before, but it still cou ld  go under un ­
less they find a n ew  sponsor, it w o u ld  be a 
trem endous sham e to see it d ie as it has con ­
sistently brought w o rthy  resources to the n o ­
tice of its grateful subscribers. For those w h o  
do not know  it, Scou t Report publishes four 
gu ides —  a genera l one, w h ich  appears 
w eek ly, and three m onthly ones for business 
and econom ics, for sc ience and engineering, 
and for the hum anities. They are publish ing

an O p en  Letter to readers (fo llow  link to tlhe 
Scout Report fund ing update) in an effort to 
garner support for their appeals for ongo ing  
m oney. V isit if you  can  and lend your voi ce 
to the cam paign. H igh-quality w eb  resources 
benefit us all. [h ttp ://scout.cs.w isc.edu]

Deep web
O n e  of the gripes abou t trad itiona l search  
eng ines is the ir in a b ility  to get into tlhe 
A la d d in 's  c a v e  of the in v is ib le  w eb . For 
exam p le , a search  eng ine  can  tell yo u  
M E D L IN E  exists, but it can n o t search  tlhe 
M E D L IN E  database for you  —  you  h av e  
to go to the P u b M e d  site to do that. TFiat 
m ay be set to chan g e  w ith  the launch  of 
'd eep  w e b ' se rv ices such as In te lIiseek 's  
ProFusion . ProFusion  is a nam e that's been  
around  for a w h ile . The ea r lie r  P ro Fu s io n  
w as a handy m eta-search tool that queried  
search  eng ine  databases and rem o ved  
an y  d u p lic a te  hits before fie ld ing  results. 
This P roFus ion  still does m eta-search but 
you can  also search for databases and then 
take a peek inside. For exam p le , if y o u 're  
search ing  for new s, you  can  go to the  
new s section, check  the databases you w an t 
to query , then search  them  all at one go. 
Sounds like a tim esaver. It is still in beta-test, 
so it w ill  bear w a tch in g . O th e r catego ries 
inc lude  finance, reference, governm ent and 
business, [http://beta.profusion.com ]

Jazzing up the web
Xret’er goes from strength to strength. It has 
recently  added the N ew  G rove d ictionary o f 
jazz  to its sets of d ic tionaries  and e n c y c lo ­
paedias. This is fast becom ing  the must-have 
virtua l re ference tool. And  it is still, a m a z ­
ingly, free. Y o u 'll find m ore than 4000 arti­
c les  in the jazz d ic tio n a ry , and  top ics  
covered  inc lude com posers, m usical instru­
ments, record labels, and jazz bands, am ong 
others, [http ://w w w .xrefer.com ]

WATCH this space
A cad em ics  or authors w h o  w an t to get per­
m ission to quote from copyrigh ted  m aterial 
w ill  find the W riters, Artists, and their C o p y ­
right H o ld ers  (W A T C H ) site a h an d y  n ew  
tool. You  can search the W A T C H  file  to find 
con tact details for copyrigh t holders o f a u ­
thors and artists w hose  w orks are held in li­
b raries and a rch ives across North A m erica  
and the U n ited  K ingdom . W A T C H  is a jo in t 
effort of a Houston research centre and the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f Read ing  L ib ra ry  in Eng land . 
S im p le and advanced  searches are ava ilab le , 
or you can brow se a lphabe tica l lists, [http:// 
w w w .h rc.u texas .edu/w atch/w atch .h tm l]

iff t  V / z '34 April 2001

mailto:weaver@alia.org.au
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.freepint.co.uk
http://scout.cs.wisc.edu
http://beta.profusion.com
http://www.xrefer.com
http://www.hrc.utexas.edu/watch/watch.html


Giveaways
The onw ard  march of free m agazine material 
con tinues w ith  the launch  of a n ew  C a n a ­
dian search tool called  M ag O M an ia . The site 
con ta in s  in fo rm ation  on the contents of 
m ore than 300 C an ad ian  m agazines, and 
provides some articles free of charge through 
the a rch ive . Subscrip tion  deta ils are a v a il ­
ab le if you are interested. You can search for 
a rtic les  v ia  keyw ord , and searches can be 
con d u cted  w ith in  a sing le category, if 
des ired . O th e rw ise , you are search ing  the 
entire database. The search is in English, but 
results turn up a lot of French m aterial too. 
You  can  also  e-mail questions to w riters. 
[http://wvwz.magomania.eom/english/l

Filters
Parents and librarians w h o  w o rry  about ch il­
dren straying into the bad neighbourhoods of 
cyb e rsp ace  w ill find  C o nsum er Reports' 
eva luation  of internet filters useful. This spe­
cial report, dated M arch  2001, takes a range 
of internet filters around the b lock for testing. 
Programs exam ined w ere  A O L  Parental C o n ­
trol, C yber Patrol, Cybersitter, C yb er Snoop, 
Internet G uard  Dog, N et N anny, and Norton 
In ternet Secu rity . The testers checked  
w hether o ffensive content (both w ords and 
im ages) w as successfu lly  b lo cked , and 
w h eth er leg itim ate  m ateria l got through. 
Ease of use w as considered . The m echan ics 
of filtering are also sim p ly exp lained , [http:/ 
/w w w . c o n  s u m e r r e p o r t s .o r g / S p e c i  a I/ 
C onsum ed  nterest/Reports/0103fil0 .htm l]

Net classroom helper
Schoo l librarians m ight w an t to have a look 
at Schoo l-L ib rar ies .O rg , a site designed to 
keep school librarians up to date on w eb  re­
sources for school teach in g  and  learn ing. 
Links are arranged by topics such as internet 
gateways, books and book review s, and in ­
form ation  literacy. The site has a bit of an 
A m erican  bias b ecause  of its orig in , but 
w hen  used in con junction  w ith  the w o n d er­
ful resources of Education N etw ork  Australia 
at http ://ww w.edna.edu.au/EdNA/, it should 
prove to be a handy addition . [http ://www. 
school-libraries.org]

Best of British
The British Library has defin ite ly  been hum ­
ming along recently, as a swag of new  cata ­
logues have recently  com e o n line . First, it 
was the catalogue for the new spaper co lle c ­
tion at C o linda le , and no w  they have a new  
interface for the Pub lic  Catalogue and an a ll­

n ew  ca ta lo g u e  for the N a tio n a l Sou nd  A r­
ch ive . The Pu b lic  C a ta lo g ue  [http:// 
b lp c .b l.u k ] a im s to p ro v id e  seven-days-a- 
w eek  service. It w ill provide search access to 
the BL 's  co llec tion  of m ore than 10 m illion  
books, jou rna ls , reports, con fe ren ces  and 
music scores. Searches have been im proved, 
and access to the B L 's  D o cu m en t Su p p ly  
Centre is also provided, a llo w ing  users to re­
quest a rtic les  and papers o n line . Links to 
British Library N et and other sites are a v a il­
ab le. Interestingly, the site is sponsored by 
A m azo n .co m , and a c lick-through  link  to 
buy books from  there is featured . T h e  N a ­
tiona l Sound  A rch ive  ca ta logue , c a lled  
C adensa [http://cadensa.bl.uk] p rovides a c ­
cess to approx im ately 2.5 m illion  sound re­
cordings. These range from m usic to sound 
effects to oral histories. The site advises users 
on how  to p lace  orders for cop ies, or to use 
them  at the A rch ive , but there are no stream ­
ing aud io  or d o w n lo ad  options for an y  re­
cordings as yet. You can search by keyw ord, 
personal nam e, title of a w ork, p lace  or sub­
ject. There is also an advanced  search.

Starting out
If you  are n ew  to lib rariansh ip , it can  all 
seem a bit bew ildering . Things are chang ing  
so qu ick ly, yet the basics still need to be c o v ­
ered. N ew b ie s  should h ave  a look at the 
N ew B reed  Librarian, a new  o n line  p u b lic a ­
tion for those new  to the profession. It ap ­
pears m onth ly , and inc lu d es  a rtic les  and 
features, in te rv iew s, co lum ns, co n fe ren ce  
reports and job  listings. Even 'o ld  b reed ' li­
b rarians w ill find  som ething  here, [http:// 
w w w .new b reed lib ra rian .o rg ]

Conserv ing America’s heritage
R en o w n ed  for d ig itis ing h is to rica l d o cu ­
ments, the L ib ra ry  of Congress n o w  has a 
d ig ital h isto ry o f its efforts in con se rv in g  
m aterials related to A m erica 's  natural herit­
age. Yet another link in its im pressive A m eri­
can  m em ory  cha in , The Evo lu tio n  of the 
C o nservatio n  M o vem en t, 1850-1920, site 
records 'the historical form ation and cultural 
foundations of the m ovem ent to con se rve  
and pro tect A m erica 's  natural heritage, 
through books, pam phlets, governm en t 
docum ents, m anuscrip ts, prints, p h o to ­
graphs, and m otion  p ic tu re  footage d raw n  
from the co lle c tio n s  of the L ib ra ry  of 
Congress'. The site includes a chrono logy  of 
events for those w h o  w an t to see a linear 
progression, [http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ 
amrvhtml/'conshome.htim l] ■
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