
ObituaryMary Elizabeth Carey
1 February 1932 - 27 March 2000

M ary Carey, former deputy principal 
librarian at the State Library of V ic ­
toria and long-time m em ber of 

A L IA , died suddenly at her hom e in M e l­
bourne on M onday 27 M arch  2000.

M ary began her career at the State Library 
of V icto ria  in 1951 in the Techn ica l Services 
Departm ent, w here she established the A c ­
quisitions Section in the late 1950s. At the 
sam e time, she lectured in the Library T ra in ­
ing School, then situated at the State Library, 
in acquisitions and catalogu ing subjects. In 
1960, she jo ined the staff of the Free Library 
Se rv ice  Board, a statutory authority  until 
1966 w hen  it becam e a d iv is ion  of the L i­
brary Council of V icto ria . Her role w ith  the 
Board  was to provide p o licy  advice  to G o v ­
ernm ent on the developm ent and funding of 
pub lic  and state governm ent libraries across 
the state. In this capacity, she travelled exten­
sive ly throughout V ictoria , provid ing consu l­
tancy and advisory services, especia lly  at the 
local governm ent level, on future directions 
for library developm ent and prom otion. She 
w en t on to m anage w hat had by then be­
com e the Public Libraries D ivision from 1965 
to 1967.

G overnm ent libraries w ere  the next area 
to benefit enorm ously over five  years from 
M a ry 's  v ision  and d rive  in her role, from 
1 969 to 1974, as supervising librarian for all 
state governm ent departments. She provided 
professional ad v ice  to the lib rarians under 
her management, and the num ber of libraries 
in governm ent departm ents increased sub­
stantially during this time.

For ten years, from 1974 to 1984, M ary  
w as deputy p rinc ipa l lib rarian  at the State 
Library. It was in this period that she estab­
lished and expertly m anaged the lib rary 's  
personnel function, recruiting all new  staff in 
a sure and capable style. M ary is best remem­
bered for the quality of the staff appointments 
she m ade and for the fairness of her dealings 
with them. She was later appointed manager, 
p ub lic  affairs, a role in w h ich  she c o ­
ordinated the State Library's promotional a c ­
tivities, inc lud ing  exh ib itions, pub lica tions 
and sponsorship. She retired from the State 
Library in 1987 after a long and varied career 
spanning over thirty-six years.

Energetic as a lw ays , M ary  soon began 
part-time w ork  at W e s le y  C o llege  Lib rary 
w h ere  she w as responsib le for the after­
school Sen ior Co llege Study Centre and for 
the periodicals section. She was among those 
w ho  w illin g ly  donned a hard-hat to salvage 
and reinstate the College Library after the dis­
astrous fire of 1989. M ary stood no nonsense 
from the students and they had a healthy re­
spect for her, recognising that although she

Mary Carey
had a w ill of iron, she certa in ly had a heart of 
gold. She got on w ith  young peop le excep ­
tionally w ell, enjoyed their com pany and was 
a lw ays interested in their activities. Ever ou t­
spoken, she was a w illing  subject for an inter­
v iew  w h ich  m ade rather unlike ly front page 
headlines in Lion's raw, the student new spa­
per, w ith  'C arey  breaks her s ilence '. She was 
just as tongue in cheek  as her in terview ers 
and en joyed  her reputation as a 'cu lt figure' 
for the w earin g  of w h ite  g loves w hen  re­
shelving books so as to protect her manicure. 
She retired after seven happy years at W es le y  
at the end of 1994.

M ary w as a mem ber of the Library Asso­
c ia tion  of Austra lia , and subsequently  of 
A L IA , throughout her career. She served on 
the V icto rian  Branch  C ounc il during a long 
period in the 1970s and her interest in all pro­
fessional matters was in ev idence  in her par­
tic ipation  at innum erab le  conferences over 
the years. This extended to a very active par­
tic ipation  in the w ork of the V icto rian  Pub lic  
Service Association w here she fought strongly 
and successfu lly for the rights of librarians in 
a c lim ate all too ready to ignore them.

M a ry  C arey  has been described  as a 
legend in her ow n lifetime, and this is not too 
fulsom e a com p lim ent to her vision, tenacity 
and ab ility . She was a prom inent feature of 
the lib rary landscape w h o  w ill be long re­
membered.

M ary  w ill be greatly missed by her sister, 
G erald ine, and her fam ily, and by her m any 
friends.

D ian ne Reilly, La Trobe lib rarian ,
State L ibrary o f  V ictoria
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ney Union. Members $215, non-members 
$235. Contact: Mary Greenfield, ph 02 9422 
2335, fx 02 9422 2417, mary.greenfield@ 
butterworths.com.au
• 26/7 NSW Children & Youth Services 
section. Committee meeting (everybody wel­
come). Parramatta City Library, 6pm. Contact: 
Sarah Steed, publicity officer, ph 02 9806 
5159, fx 02 9806 5919, ssteed@parracity. 
nsw.gov.au
• 25/8 NSW School Libraries section.
Book week celebrations. Venue: tba. Contact: 
Ian McLean, ph 02 9886 7501 (w), ian. 
mclean@det.nsw.edu.au

Q L D
• 2/5 Qld Library Technician section.
Nomination close for the Library Technician of 
the Year (Recent Graduate). The award is 
sponsored by ALIA Branch Council of Qld, QLS 
Pty Ltd and ALIA Library Technicians section 
Queensland. Information and nomination 
forms from: Elaine West, ph 07 3403 2550, 
e.west@uq.net.au
• 15/5 Qld OPAL SIG. Meeting & Kinetica 
information session. Brisbane Catholic Educa­
tion Centre, 243 Gladstone Road, Dutton Park. 
Meeting: 9 :15-10:30am, Kinetica session: 
10:30-12:00pm. Morning tea will be provid­
ed. RSVP by 10/5 to: Denise Cadman, ph 07 
3840 0433, d.cadman@bne.catholic.edu.au
• 16/5 Qld Library Technician section. Li­
brary Technicians Day breakfast. Celebrate at 
the Coffee Club, Boundary Street, W est End, 
7am. And/or drinks at the Gallery Bar, Conrad 
Hotel, (Old Executive Building), George Street, 
5pm. Enquiries: Elaine West, ph 07 3403 
2550, e.west@uq.net.au
19/5 Deception Bay Library is getting into 
the Olympic spirit with a Mini Olympics sau­
sage sizzle combining with the Guides and 
Scouts and the families of the Bay. Deception 
Bay Library, Deception Bay Qld, 4:30-6:30pm. 
Enquiries: Ph 07 3293 0877, fx 07 3293 
0877, ryand@caboolturesc.qld.gov.au
• 20/5 Qld Branch. North African Cooking 
—  the ultimate networking opportunity and 
celebrate ALW2000! Cooking demonstration, 
lunch and take-home essential ingredients. 
Black Pearl Cooking School, Fortitude Valley,
10:30—2pm, $45pp. Bookings essential, en­
quiries: Vicki McDonald, sposd@brisbane. 
qld.gov.au
• 26/5-29/9 Qld Public Libraries section
Committee meeting and seminar —  all wel­
come. Venue: tba, 5:30 for 6pm, refreshments 
provided. (26/5, 28/7, 29/9.) Contact: Robyn 
Gattera, minutes secretary, ph 07 3403 4104, 
fx 07 3403 9969, sbispo@brisbane.qld.gov.au
1/6 QUT Kinetica Web training. Conduct­
ed at QUT Library, Gardens Point Campus. 
Cost: $90. Visit the Library homepage on 
wwwlib.qut.edu.au for further details and to 
obtain an enrolment form.
8/6 QUT Kinetica Document Delivery 
Training. Conducted at QUT Library, Gardens 
Point Campus. Cost: $195. Visit the Library 
homepage on wwwlib.qut.edu.au for further 
details and to obtain an enrolment form.
• 6/6 Qld Library Technicians section
Annual dinner. COTAH Skyline restaurant, 
Morningside Campus, Southbank Institute of 
TAPE, 6:30—10pm. $30 ALIA members, $35 
non-members. Contact: Yvonne Brock, 2000 
president, ph 07 3896 2229, yvonne.brock® 
acgs.qld.edu.au RSVP by 23/5, $10 deposit re­
quired.
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