
A  n e w  e r a  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e r v i c e s
State library and multi-media centre (Pustaka Negeri Sarawak) opens

A new  era in lib rary  and in fo rm a ­
tion  services began fo r Sarawak 
on 1 January 2 00 0 . The foca l 

po in t o f the m ille nn ium  celebrations was 
the new  $30 m illio n  Pustaka Negeri 
Sarawak in Kuch ing, the cap ita l o f M a ­
laysia's largest state. This new  state l i ­
b rary and m u lti-m e d ia  cen tre  was 
designed by Sydney-based lib ra ry  spe­
c ia lis t a rch ite c tu ra l and in te rio r design 
consultancy Stephenson & Turner Inter­
national, an ALIA  institu tiona l m em ber.

The brie f, prepared by D r D av id  
Jones o f the State L ibrary o f N ew  South 
W ales B u ild in g  and P lann ing  A d v iso ry  
Service, ca lled  fo r a 13 500 square metre 
s ta te-of-the-art fa c ility  to  be the hub o f 
Sarawak's lib ra ry  and in fo rm a tion  serv­
ices.

It is designed to p lay a c ritica l part in 
the IT in frastructu re  o f the  state, the re­
g iona l cap ita ls  o f w h ic h  are a lready 
linked by the high capacity  SarawakNet 
network. In due course, Pustaka Negeri 
Sarawak w ill co-ordinate access to d ig ital 
resources th roughou t the evo lv ing  p ub lic  
lib ra ry  n e tw o rk  and in g overnm e nt de ­
partments.

The b u ild in g  con ta ins a 
500 square metre e xh ib ition  
area, a 300  seat a ud ito riu m  
as w e ll as num erous o th er 
m eeting  spaces. A ll are 
equ ipp ed  w ith  data p ro je c ­
tion  and v ideo  con ferencing  
fa c ilit ie s  p ro v id in g  a m a jo r 
conference centre for the c ity  
o f Kuching.

The b u ild in g  has de ­
signed to  be as hospitable  as 
possib le  to  peop le  w ith  d is­
abilities —  not o n ly  are all o f 
its fac ilities  accessible, but a 
range o f equ ipm ent and soft­
w are  is a va ila b le  fo r users 
w ith  special needs, inc lud ing  
JAWS, Open Book, N aturally  
Speaking and Zoom text soft­
ware.

In a d d itio n  to its re fer­
ence and p e rio d ica l c o lle c ­
tions, the  Pustaka Negeri 
Sarawak houses a num ber of 
specia lis t co lle c tio n s  on as­
pects o f Borneo 's h istory, 
cu ltu re, econom y, resources 
and natural e nv iro nm e n t.
The a rch ives o f the State's 
fo rm er co lo n ia l governm ents, in c lu d in g  
those o f the 'W h ite  Rajahs', fo rm  part o f 
the special collections. These documents, 
fo rm erly  housed at the Sarawak Museum, 
date back to the era o f Sir James Brooke, 
the first 'W h ite  Rajah'.

A num ber o f historical w orks have a l­
ready been d ig itised  and are on the 
Pustaka Negeri Sarawak w e b  pages at 
h ttp ://w w w .pustaka-saraw ak.com . U nder 
a new  o rd in an ce , Pustaka Negeri 
Sarawak w ill be the depository  for a ll l i ­
brary m aterials pub lished in the State.

The b u ild in g  is set beside an a rtific ia l 
lake w ith in  an 80 hectare park w h ic h  
was master p lanned  by Stephenson & 
Turner. W he n  com p le te , the  park w il l

The first floor foyer showing the glass staircase 
and entrance to the main library area

p ro v id e  a p ic tu resque  setting  fo r the 
Pustaka Negeri Sarawak, the  e x is ting  
State M osque, as w e ll as a p lanned  Re­
g io n a l Science C entre and A rch ives  
B u ild ing . A long-day-care centre is p ro ­
v ided w ith in  the com p lex for the ch ildren 
o f staff and clients.

The pro ject was com m issioned, com ­
pleted and opened on tim e and to  budget 
at m idn igh t on 31 Decem ber 1999 by the 
C h ie f M in is te r o f Sarawak. D r D av id  
Jones and Stephenson & Turner directors, 
G eoff Larking and Don Bergomi attended 
the opening as guests o f the governm ent.

The o pe n in g  ce rem o ny  m arked the 
end o f an intensive six-year p lann ing  and 
con s tru c tio n  process, ch ro n ic le d  in D r 
D av id  Jones' co m m e m o ra tive  p u b lic a ­
tion  Fountain  o f  know ledge : the s to ry  o f  
Pustaka N egeri Sarawak  (K uch ing: 
Pustaka Negeri Sarawak, 1999). It was 
the end o f a b u ild in g  project, but just the 
beg inn ing  fo r the library. So far user and 
staff reaction has been very positive. The 
potentia l o f the new  fa c ility  is p rac tica lly  
lim itless . As services fo r v is ito rs  and 
o ffs ite  users expand o ve r the  next few  
years, w ith  specialised program  for bus i­
ness and governm ent a lready p lanned, 
Pustaka Negeri Sarawak w ill p lay a key 
part in the econom ic  and social deve lop­
m ent o f Sarawak. ■

D r Jones' b rie f also ca lle d  fo r the  
b u ild in g  to showcase Sarawak's rich a r­
tis tic  heritage, ind igenous crafts and a 
program  o f p u b lic  art tha t w il l  progres­
sively adorn the b u ild ing .

The Pustaka Negeri Sarawak is one o f 
the largest m u lti-m e d ia  centres in Asia. 
Every one  o f the hundreds o f com p ute r 
screens provided throughout the fac ility  is 
a m u lti-m ed ia  term inal w ith  potential ac­
cess to the fu ll range o f d ig ita l resources 
held loca lly, on the internet, and in offsite 
databanks.

Separate a d u lt and ch ild re n 's  
'M ed ia theques ' are prov ided . These are 
large in fo rm a l spaces fo r m u lti-m e d ia  
b row s ing  and are in tended  to  free the 
m ain study and research spaces fo r q u i­
eter and m ore con tem p la tive  activ ities.

Pustaka Negeri Sarawak
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http://www.pustaka-sarawak.com

