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This co-operative venture 
. . .  u  designed to provide ... 
information on the types 
and am ounts o f certain 
chemicals being emitted to 
the environment and to 
increase public 
understanding o f the impact 
o f local industry and 
everyday activities on the 
environm ent...
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G e t t i n g  u p  y o u r  n o s e
I f  som ebody 's  p o llu tin g  the  a ir near you, 

identify that noxious fum e w ith  the new ly re­
leased N ational Pollutant Inventory. This co ­

ope ra tive  ven tu re  o f the C om m o nw e a lth , 
States and T e rrito ries  [h ttp :/ /w w w . 
e n v iro n m e n t.g o v .a u /e p g /n p i/] is designed to 
p rov ide  the com m un ity , industry and govern­
m ent w ith  in fo rm a tio n  on the types and 
amounts o f certa in chem ica ls being em itted to 
the env ironm ent and to increase pub lic  under­
s tanding o f the im p ac t o f loca l industry  and 
everyday a c tiv itie s  on the env iro nm e n t. You 
can also search for pub lica tions  and media re­
leases.

First Britannica, now Comptions
C om p ton 's  E ncyc loped ia  is the latest o f the 
prin t encyclopaedias to  go o n line  w ith  the fu ll- 
text W eb  vers ion  o f th e ir latest e d itio n . The 
content includes articles, tables, pictures, flags, 
maps, and charts, all o f w h ich  are searchable. 
O ne  fo r the v irtua l reference co llection  [h ttp :/ 
/ w w w .o p to n  I i ne.com /con ten t/Learn  i ng /cm pt/ 
E ncyc loped ia/com ptons/].

School librarians
The website o f the International Association of 
School L ib rariansh ip  [h ttp ://w w w .h i.is /~ an ne / 
ias l.h tm l] offers gu idance  on school libraries 
and on the professional developm ent o f school 
lib rarians, by m eans o f a new sletter, a 
noticeboard, conference proceedings, tables of 
contents and abstracts from  the lASL's research 
journal, and a selection o f fu ll- te x t docum ents 
re lated to schoo l lib ra rian sh ip . The site also 
provides a large co lle c tio n  o f annotated in te r­
net resources, w h ich  are arranged by subject, 
fo r exam ple, ch ild re n 's  literature, sto ry te lling  
resources, ch ild re n 's  m ateria l on the Net, and 
so on.

PubMed publishes
The free and fu ll-text revo lu tion  continues w ith  
the launch o f PubM ed Central by the US N a­
tion a l Institutes o f H ea lth  at h ttp :// 
w w w .pubm edcen tra l.n ih .gov/. This free on line  
service provides an arch ive  o f fu ll-tex t, peer- 
reviewed research papers in the life sciences. 
This is a starting po in t on ly , and more features, 
such as d ire c t links to  artic les from  PubM ed 
searches, w il l be added in com in g  months.

Library HO
Find a searchable database o f more than 60 000 
useful websites, indexed in MARC format, and 
reviewed by librarians at Library H Q . Websites 
may be searched by subject, author, or title [h ttp / 
/w w w . I ibraryhq.com /welcom e.htm l].

Get copyright right
Find your w ay through the maze o f copyrigh t 
law  fo r m u ltim e d ia  w ith  the he lp  o f IM A G O  
M u ltim ed ia  Law h ttp //w w w la w .m urdoch.edu. 
au/imago/. Though designed to assist m u ltim e ­
dia producers w ith  in fo rm ation  on copyright, it 
w ill be useful to anyone dea ling  w ith  these is­
sues, as it exam ines the categories of m u ltim e­
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dia con ten t w h ich  qua lify  fo r copyrigh t protec­
tion  in Austra lia. L ibrarians and others search­
ing fo r w ays to  fin d  co p y rig h t ow ners and 
negotiate  licences to use the ir m ateria l w ill be 
helped here as w e ll.

M ore  law , and m ore copyrigh t info rm ation  
—  this tim e  fo r in te llectua l p roperty —  is to be 
found v ia  PatentLawLinks. This browsable sub­
ject d irec to ry  includes links to and inform ation  
about w o r ld w id e  patent o ffice  sites, legal 
search engines, inte llectual property news, and 
statutes and regu la tions  [h ttp :/ /w w w . 
patentlaw links.com /]. If you are interested, sign 
up for the Internet Patent News Service at h ttp :/ 
/ w w w .bustpa tents .com /ipns.h tm .

Tower of Babel
H e lp  non -E ng lish-speak ing  v is ito rs  to  you r 
w ebsite  find  out w ha t you r site is all about by 
add ing W ordR eference to you r site. This free 
service provides translations into  Spanish, G er­
man, French o r Italian fo r w ords on the site. If 
English is selected, de fin itions  are provided for 
the selected w ords . O n ly  v is ito rs  w ith  
Javascript-enabled browsers w ill be able to see 
o r use the  service [h ttp ://w w w .w o rd reference, 
com /].

Get with the Beat
Arts Journal is a da ily  digest o f some o f the best 
o n lin e  arts and cu ltu ra l jou rna lism . The co m ­
piler, Seattle arts w rite r and jou rna lis t Douglas 
M cLennan, posts stories from  over 180 English- 
language newspapers, magazines, and pub lica ­
tions w h ic h  cover arts and cu ltu re . You can 
choose to v ie w  stories by a category such as 
dance o r m edia. If you w an t to  get the stories 
by e-m ail, subscribe to  the free Arts Beat news­
letter [h ttp ://w w w .a rts jo u rn a l.co m /].

You will see the future
Find out w ha t is going  to  happen in Australian 
science in the  c o m in g  m onths and years by 
go ing  a long to the Austra lian  Academ y o f Sci­
ence's Canberra-based sym posium , Australia's 
Science Future, on 3-4  M a y  2 00 0  at Becker 
House (the Dom e), G ordon  Street, Canberra. 
The forum  aims to cover exc iting  advances and 
opportun ities  in e ight d iffe rent fie lds —  four in 
the physical sciences and fou r in the b io log ica l 
sciences [h ttp ://w w w .sc ience .o rg .au /fu tu re /].

Test the Datalake waters
Datalake a llow s you to  search fo r universities 
and colleges w o rld w id e  via its Learning stream 
(lots o f w a te ry  w ords  here —  the site even 
opens w ith  a splash screen). There is an Earn­
ing stream as w e ll for job  vacancies. Search for 
learn ing institu tions in it ia lly  by con tinen t and 
then narrow  searches d ow n  by subject, loca­
tion  o r ins titu tion  [h ttp ://w w w .d a ta lake .co m /].

Everybody's doing it
D ig itisa tio n  is eve ryw here , and pro jects  are 
getting bigger and m ore am bitious all the tim e. 
DIEPER (D ig itised  European PERiodicals) is a 
collabora tive  project by ten European countries
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to  p rov id e  access to re trospective ly  d ig itised 
jou rn a ls  on a new  v irtua l n e tw o rk . You can 
register yo u r o w n  p e rio d ica l o r search the 
records o f digitised periodica ls or fo r articles or 
authors [h ttp ://w w w .su b .u n i-g o e ttin g e n .d e / 
gdz/d ieper/].

Staying on top
A lison  M cN a b  o f Loughborough U n ivers ity  in 
the U n ited  K ingdom  has c o m p ile d  a tim e ly  
guide called 'Keeping your research up to date' 
h ttp ://w w w .lb o ro .a c .u k /lib ra ry /a w a re /in d e x . 
h tm l. This is a w e ll set-out set o f links for those 
w ho  w an t to keep up w ith  w h a t has just been 
released in artic les, docum ents , books, and 
preprints, as w e ll as w ith  news in the ir d is c i­
p line. If that still is not enough for you, sign up 
for a Bot search at Best o f the  Bots —  News 
Bots h ttp ://www.botspot.com /dailybot/newsbot. 
htm l. This review  o f News Bots tells you how  
to  use these agents to search the websites o f 
newspapers, magazines, and e-journals to find  
articles o f interest to you.

New preprint network
The U n ited  States D epartm ent o f Energy is liv ­
ing up to  its name by lau n ch ing  o r hosting a 
w h o le  range o f new  services in the physica l 
sciences. The D epartm en t's  PrePRINT N e t­
w o rk  h ttp ://w w w .o s ti.g o v /p re p rin ts / is a 
searchable gateway to p reprin t servers in sci­
e n tif ic  and tech n ica l d isc ip lin e s . W h ile  the 
em phasis is on the phys ica l sciences, o ther 
subject areas such as b io logy , env ironm enta l 
sciences and nuclear m edic ine  are represented 
as w e ll. The PrePRINT N e tw ork  com plem ents 
PubSCIENCE, h ttp ://w w w .o s ti.g ov /pu bsc i, the 
D epartm ent's  new, free search too l for jou rna l 
lite ra tu re , and the In fo rm a tio n  Bridge h ttp :// 
w w w .o s ti.g o v /b rid g e  w h ich  contains the D e­
partm ent's  co lle c tio n  o f fu ll- te x t research and 
d eve lopm en t grey literature  issued since July 
1995. This co lle c tio n  o f over 49 000 research 
and d eve lo pm e n t reports (co n ta in in g  m ore 
than 3 m illio n  fu ll-te x t pages) covers physics, 
chem is try , materia ls, b io lo gy , env ironm enta l 
sciences, energy techno log ies , eng ineering , 
com p ute r and in form ation  science, renewable 
energy, and o ther topics.

But as the Departm ent o f Energy grows, the 
N a tio n a l T echn ica l In fo rm a tio n  Service has 
closed. So w ha t w ill happen to the NTIS c o l­
lection? Read about it at h ttp ://w w w .n c lis .g ov / 
in fo /n tis /n tis .h tm l.

Windows 2000
EJaving survived the M ille n n iu m  Bug, m any of 
us w ith  personal com puters w il l soon have to 
dec ide  w he ther or not to upgrade to W indow s 
2000, the newest release o f M icroso ft's  oper­
ating system. Z D N e t have com p iled  a special 
report on  the top ic  at h ttp ://w w w .zd n e t.co m / 
fiIte rs /specia  12000/. The repo rt advises on 
w ha t's  new  and im proved and w hat's  not, as 
w e ll as covering  the pros and cons o f w hether 
you should  bother to upgrade at all. There are

australian 
libraries gateway
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some review s o f W in d o w s  200 0  features as 
w e ll as some discussion o f com p a tib ility  issues.

Preserving pictures
M IC R O LIN K  is a new e -m ail d iscussion list in 
the fie ld  o f preservation and preservation  
reform atting. The list is hosted by the State L i­
brary o f South Austra lia, and aims to p rov ide  a 
forum  for the exchange o f all kinds o f ideas and 
issues am ong practitioners in the fie ld . Details 
on jo in in g  can be found at the w ebsite  w h ich  
also provides advice  on list po lic ies  and sug­
gested message style http://www.slsa.sa.gov.au/ 
m ic ro link /.

Digital all the way
Ausln fo  has now  put its o ffic ia l list o f govern­
ment pub lica tions  on the w eb  at h ttp-y/www. 
aus in fo .gov.au /o ffic ia l_ lis ts /lis t-02-2000.htm l. 
The list is issued fo rtn ig h tly  and w il l  o n ly  be 
ava ilab le  in this e lec tron ic  form  from  now  on. 
The info rm ation  conta ined in the o ffic ia l list is 
extracted from  the Austra lian G overnm ent In­
dex o f Pub lications (AGIP) and is d iv id e d  up 
into  pub lica tions o f the Executive (arranged al­
phabetica lly  by D epartm ent o r Agency) and of 
Parliament.

London twice a month
The London Review o f Books is now  p rov id ing  
an on lin e  ed ition . It contains the fu ll text o f ar­
ticles and book reviews, and there is an o n line  
archive  o f reviews from  1997 onw ards [h ttp :// 
w w w .lrb .c o .u k /].

Contributions and 
suggestions for this 
column are always 
welcome. Please 
contact Belinda 

Weaver via e-mail.

What’s your line?
If you are offering Net o r com pute r access, you 
may have a p o licy  on use a lready in place. If 
not, the C om puter Policy and Law Policy  C o l­
lection  at h ttp ://w w w .cu in fo .co rne ll.ed u /C P L / 
Polic ies/ m ight com e in handy. The co lle c tio n  
o f po lic ies ranges from  universities to schools, 
networks and other kinds o f organisations, and 
cover such areas as acceptable use, access, e- 
m ail, p rivacy, security, am ong others.

New portal for psychology
PsycPORT.com offers a co lle c tio n  o f psycho l­
ogy resources in c lu d in g  breaking  psycho logy 
news, tables o f contents, abstracts, and some 
fu ll-te x t articles fo r recent journals, and access 
to  PsychCrawler, the APA's psycho logy search 
engine. There is also a dem o version o f the b ib ­
liograph ic database, PsychINFO Direct, but fu ll 
access is to subscribers o n ly  [h ttp :/ /w w w . 
psycport.com /].

United Kingdom librarians’ organisation
Find interesting articles re lating to in fo rm ation  
management, know ledge  managem ent, in fo r­
m ation science, and all aspects o f librarianship 
at A slib 's  resource centre. The site provides a 
cata logue  (called GLAS@ccess) o f resources 
held at the centre, w h ich  inc lu de  books, the­
sauri and c lass ifica tion  schemes. You can 
search o r b row se ca ta logue  entries [h ttp :// 
w w w .as lib .co .uk/in fo /ca ta logue .h tm l]. ■

A im  Info hao now p u t 
ito official hot o f 

government 
publim tiono on the 

web. The Hot io wot ted 
fortnightly and will 
only be available in 
thio electronic form  

from now o n ...
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