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L I B R A R Y  W E E K

Libraries, here for the long run...
A comment in support of Australian Library Week 2000 
from ALIA president, Mairead Browne

W e h a v e  a ll heard  the c la im  that li- 
b ra r ian sh ip  is the  w o r ld 's  'se co n d  
o ld e s t  p ro fe s s io n '.  W h i l e  so m e  

d isp u te  th is  c la im , th e re  is no  d e b a te  ab o u t 
the an t iq u ity  and  d u ra b ility  o f the institu tions 
w e  c a ll lib ra ries  w h ic h  can  be traced  b a ck  to 
a n c ie n t  B a b y lo n  an d  the e a r ly  Eg yp tian  te m ­
p les. L ib ra r ie s  h a v e  b een  a key  c o m p o n e n t  
in th e  m a in te n a n c e  o f  c iv i l is e d  s o c ie t ie s  
w h ic h  h a v e  d e p e n d e d  on  k ee p in g  re co rd s o f 
th e ir  a c t iv it ie s .

A n d  w h a t  an e x tra o rd in a ry  range o f ro les 
h a v e  b ee n  p la y e d  b y  lib ra r ie s . W h i l e  m a n y  
o f the lib ra ries  in m e d ie va l tim es w e re  set up 
to  c o n t ro l in fo rm a t io n  fo r an  e l i te  ru lin g  
c la ss , m o st m o d e rn  l ib ra r ie s  s tr iv e  fo r the  
o p p o s ite  g o a l —  m a k in g  in fo rm a tio n  fre e ly  
a v a i la b le  to  a n y o n e  w h o  seeks it. L ib ra r ie s  
h a v e  d e a lt  w ith  a w id e  ra n g e  o f m a te r ia ls  
th ro u g h  th e  c e n tu r ie s  —  c la y  tab lets, scro lls , 
b ooks and  m o re  re ce n t ly  in fo rm atio n  in n o n ­
p rin t fo rm s su ch  as photos. B u t  lib ra r ie s  and  
lib ra r ia n s  h a v e  tak e n  th is in th e ir s tride  and  
h a v e  a d ap ted  th e ir  ro le  to the c irc u m s ta n c e s  
and  n ee d s  o f the  so c ie tie s  o f  th e ir  tim e.

S o m e  say  tha t the  b iggest c h a lle n g e  w e  
h a v e  e v e r  fa ce d  is the n e w  In fo rm a tio n  A g e  
w h e re  d ig ita l in fo rm a tio n  is u b iq u ito u s  and  
is the v e ry  basis o f tran sac tio n s  in a ll aspects  
o f o u r live s . T h is  is c e r ta in ly  a c h a lle n g e  es ­
p e c ia l ly  w h e n  w e  a lso  h a v e  to m a in ta in  the 
re co rd s  o f  o u r c u ltu re  an d  p ro v id e  the  in te l­
le c tu a l g lu e  fo r th e  e f fe c t iv e  fu n c t io n in g  o f 
so c ie ty .

O u r  p ro fess io n  has sh o w n  itself to be ex ­
t r a o r d in a r i ly  re s il ie n t  in th e  fa c e  o f  m a jo r  
t e c h n o lo g ic a l  a d v a n c e s . A n d  n o w  in the 
D ig ita l A g e  w e  a re  tak in g  the  lead  th ro u g h

Reminder...
The Association has produced a wide range of promotional material to help you 
raise awareness of Australian Library Week in your organisation or community. 
There are posters, bookmarks, post cards, balloons, and for something different 
this year we have created temporary tattoos. All are available from ALIA National 
Office, PO Box E441, Kingston 2604. A full catalogue of material was included 
in the March issue of in c i t e , or check ALIAnet [http://www.alia.org.au/alw/2000/ 
catalogue.html] for full details —  use the faxable order form.

ALW 2000 events
Don't forget to publicise your Australian Library Week events in the 'events' col­
umn of in C ite . Australian Library Week listings are free of charge. Please contact 
ALIA National Office, phone 02 6285 1877, fax 02 6282 2249, or e-mail the 
details to events@alia.org.au. ■

o u r in s titu tio n s  and  A L IA  in h a rn e ss in g  IT  to 
m ax im ise  access  to in fo rm atio n . Im p o rtan tly , 
lib ra r ie s  and  lib ra r ia n s  a re  d e a lin g  w ith  the  
issues o f p r in c ip le  w h ic h  a re  em e rg in g  from  
th e  In fo rm a t io n  S o c ie t y  —  th e  'D ig it a l  
A g e n d a ', co p y rig h t, in te lle c tu a l p ro p erty  and  
so o n .

A  c o n t in u a t io n  o f th e se  effo rts to  in f lu ­
e n c e  d ire c tio n s  and  leg is la tio n  is c r it ic a l.  W e  
a re  a m o n g  the fe w  w h o  h a v e  h e ld  the  in te r­
ests o f  in fo rm a tio n  users at the c o re  o f o u r 
p ro fess ion a l va lu e s . W e  m ust c o n t in u e  to ac t 
in a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  o u r v a lu e s  as a c o u n te r ­
part to c o m m e rc ia l and  p o lit ic a l ag en d as .

In  a d d it io n ,  w e  m u st b e  p re p a re d  to  
m a k e  so m e  ra d ic a l sh ifts  in w h a t  c o m e s  to  
m in d  w h e n  w e  h e a r  th e  w o rd  ' l ib r a r y '.  U p  
to  n o w , w e  h a v e  m o stly  a sso c ia te d  the  w o rd  
w ith  a p h y s ic a l  p la c e  w h e r e  p e o p le  c a n  
c o m e  to  use m a te r ia ls . W e  h o p e  th e  l ib ra r ­
ies o f o u r fu tu re  w i l l  in c lu d e  su ch  p la c e s  but 
w e  m u st b e  p re p a re d  a ls o  to  e m b ra c e  th e  
idea  o f the lib ra ry  as s im p ly  an ab s trac t c o n ­
c e p t.

L ib ra r ie s  o f the fu tu re  a re  m o re  l ik e ly  to  
b e  v ir tu a l an d  c o m p o s e d  o f  c o l le c t io n s  o f 
d ig ita l in fo rm a tio n . Bu t th is  d o es  no t m a k e  
them  a n y  the  less a lib ra ry . W h a t  w i l l  d is t in ­
g u ish  th e se  l ib ra r ie s  w i l l  b e  the  c o n t in u e d  
a p p l ic a t io n  o f  o u r p ro fe ss io n a l e x p e r t ise  in 
c o n s tru c t in g  usefu l c o n f ig u ra t io n s  o f  in fo r ­
m a t io n  w h ic h  m e e t in d iv id u a l  an d  s o c ie ta l 
n eed . T h e  la ck  o f p h ys ic a l fo rm  o f the  d o c u ­
m ents w i ll  not d e tra c t fro m  the le g it im a c y  o f 
la b e llin g  these c o lle c t io n s  'lib ra r ie s ' no r w i l l  
it d im in ish  the  need  fo r o u r  c o n t in u in g  p ro ­
fe s s io n a l ro le  in e v a lu a t in g  and  c o l le c t in g  
in fo rm a tio n . ■
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