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I  h ad  no t co n s id e re d  a c a ­

reer in the in fo rm atio n  in ­
d u s try  b e fo re  th is  

o p p o r tu n ity  and  I m ust a d ­
m it tha t I d id  not fu l ly  u n ­
d e rs ta n d  th e  s c o p e  o f the  
in fo rm a tio n  industry . So  b a ­
s ic a l ly  it w a s  re a lly  d o w n  to 
s a y in g  to  m y s e lf  'w h y  n o t' 
an d  'h a v e  a go '.

I sta rted  a c a d e ts h ip  as 
p a rt o f th e  A L IA / A S A  A b o ­
r ig in a l a n d  T o rres  S tra it  Is­
lan d e r Em p lo y m e n t Stra tegy 
fo r the  L ib ra ry , In fo rm a tio n  Mary Porter
an d  A rc h iv e s  S e c to r  in F e b ­
ru a ry  1997 . M y  cad e tsh ip  w a s  w ith  the A b o r ig in a l and  To rres 
S tra it  Is la n d e r  C o m m iss io n  (A T S IC )  L ib ra ry  and  In fo rm a tio n  
C e n tre .

In M a rc h  1997 I started s tu dy in g  fu ll- tim e at the  C a n b e rra  
In s t itu te  o f  T e c h n o lo g y  (C IT ). I e n ro lle d  in the  D ip lo m a  o f 
L ib ra ry  an d  In fo rm a tio n  S tu d ie s . F ro m  d a y  o n e  I lo ve d  w h a t  
I w a s  le a rn in g , yes e v e n  A A C R II !

A ll  the  staff at th e  C IT  w e re  su p p o r tiv e  and  d e te rm in e d  
that I w o u ld  fin ish  e ve n  w ith  all m y  se lf doubts —  it had  been  
ten  yea rs  s in ce  I last s tu d ied .

It w a s  g reat to h a v e  the  o p p o r tu n ity  to s tu d y  fu ll- tim e , 
w h ic h  a llo w e d  m e to co n ce n tra te  fu lly  on  m y  studies and  not 
h a v e  to  w o r r y  a b o u t fitting  c la sse s  in a ro u n d  w o rk .

W h ils t  s tudy ing  w e  w e re  req u ired  to co m p le te  tw o  in d u s ­
try  p la c e m e n ts  and  lu c k ily  l iv in g  and  s tu d y in g  in C a n b e rra  
w e  had  a vast range  o f p la ce m e n ts .

M y  first p la c e m e n t w a s  w ith  the D e p a r tm e n t o f Im m ig ra ­
t io n  an d  M u lt ic u ltu ra l A ffa irs . T h e  se co n d  w a s  w ith  the  N a ­
t io n a l A r c h iv e s  o f A u s tra lia . B o th  o f th e se  g a ve  m e a g reat 
ins ig h t in to  the in fo rm a tio n  ind u stry .

D u r in g  the C h ris tm as  b reak  I w o rk e d  at the A T S IC  lib ra ry , 
th e  staff w e re  g reat and  s h o w e d  m e a lot o f d iffe ren t asp ec ts  
o f  th e ir  l ib ra ry . I w a s  a lso  a sked  to u n d e rta k e  a p ro je c t  on  
B e n c h m a rk in g  on  the  S e r ia ls  p ro ce ss in g  and  A cq u is it io n s .

I c o m p le te d  m y  fo rm a l stud ies  in D e c e m b e r  1 998 . I then  
started  fu ll- tim e  w o rk  w ith  A T S IC  lib ra ry . I w a s  fo rtu n a te  in 
th a t th e  lib ra ry  m a n a g e r  tru s ted  m e  to  d o  the  w o rk  o f  the 
a c q u is it io n 's  o ffic e r  and  s in ce  then  she  has e n c o u ra g e d  and  
trusted  m e  to take  on  m o re  re sp o n s ib ilit ie s .

I g rad u a ted  in M a rc h  1999 w ith  m y  D ip lo m a  in L ib ra ry  
an d  In fo rm a tio n  S tu d ies . I w a s  so p ro u d  that d a y .

I still b e lie v e  that the support and  u n d e rs tan d in g  b e tw e e n  
m y  fa m ily , fr iends , A T S IC  staff, A L IA  and  the te a c h in g  staff 
from  C IT  has h e lp ed  m e th ro u g h  the tw o  yea rs  and  g ive n  m e 
th e  c o n f id e n c e  to be w h e re  I am  to d a y . I w o u ld  like  to  p u b ­
l ic ly  say  a b ig  th an k  yo u  to a ll o f  them .

Mary Porter, acquisitions officer, ATSIC library
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