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Lib rary  and  in fo rm ation  s c ie n ce  
e d u c a t io n , here  and  a b ro ad , 
c a m e  u n d e r the m ic ro s co p e  

w h e n  abou t th irty  high pro file  e d u c a 
tors and  practitioners gathered for Re
fle c tiv e  P ra c tice : L ib ra ry  and
Inform ation Studies Education for the 
Fu tu re  in A d e la id e  in D e c e m b e r  at 
the  U n iv e rs ity  o f South  A ustra lia .

T h e  m a jo r A u s tra lia n  lib ra ry  
sch o o ls  w e re  represented  at the two- 
d a y  se m in a r o rg an ised  by  P ro fesso r 
Larry  A m ey  of the U n ive rs ity  of South  
A u s tra lia  S c h o o l o f C o m m u n ic a t io n  
and  In fo rm ation  Stud ies, M ag ill c a m 
pus. The sem ina r cost w as  sponsored  
in fu ll by the U n iv e rs ity  o f SA  L ib ra ry  
and  the U n iS A  L ib ra ry  and  In fo rm a 
tion  M a n a g e m e n t Team .

A  specia l h igh light w as the attend 
a n c e  o f P ro fesso r Ken H a y c o c k  and  
D r A n n  C u rry , both from  the U n iv e r 
sity o f B ritish  C o lu m b ia , C an a d a .

Professor H a y c o c k  is the d irecto r, 
o f the Scho o l o f L ib rary, A rch iva l and 
In fo rm a tio n  S tud ies . H e  ch a ire d  the 
n a t io n a l s tee ring  co m m itte e  fo r the 
1999 C ong ress on  P ro fess iona l Ed u 
c a t io n , held  in W a s h in g to n  D C . H is  
keyno te  address to the A d e la id e  sem i
nar p ro v id ed  h igh ligh ts o f the N orth  
A m e r ic a n  issues re la ting  to g raduate  
e d u c a t io n  o f p ro fess io n a l l ib ra r ia n s  
and stim u lated  conversa tion  co n ce rn 
ing p a ra lle l issues in A ustra lia .

D r  C u rry  is the cha ir of the L ib rary  
and  In fo rm a tio n  S tud ies  P ro g ram  at 
U n iv e rs ity  o f B ritish  C o lu m b ia , and  
p ro v id e d  the  se m in a r  w ith  an in- 
dep th  look  at trends in C a n a d ian  L i
b rary  and  In fo rm ation  Sc ie n ce , based 
on a d ire c t  p h o n e  and  fo llo w - u p  e- 
m ail su rve y  c o n d u c te d  o f C a n a d ia n  
lib ra ry  schoo l heads, o ve r a tw o-year 
p e rio d . T h e  t it le  o f her k e yn o te  
s p e e ch , 'C a n a d ia n  L IS  e d u c a t io n : 
c re a t in g  en trep re n e u rs , not 
fu n c t io n n a ire s ' p ro v id e d  an in d ic a 
tion  o f her fin d in g s. (In C a n a d a , the 
F re n ch  w o rd  tu n c t io n n a ire  is a 
s ligh tly  pe jo ra tive  w a y  of describ ing  a 
c iv il servant w h o  fo llo w s a set pattern 
of ru le s  and  perfo rm s w e ll  the tasks 
assigned , but in itia tes no suggestions 
for ch an g e , says C u rry ).

C an ad a  has o n ly  seven  schoo ls  of 
lib ra ry  and in fo rm atio n  s c ie n ce  and  
there  w e re  c le a r  p a ra lle ls  th roughout 
her talk w ith  the po litics and  e co n o m 
ics o f curren t issues fa c in g  A ustra lian  
L IS  educato rs.

D r Ross Todd , H ead , D ep artm en t 
o f In fo rm atio n  S tud ies  U n iv e rs ity  of 
Tech n o log y , Syd ney , and the Deputy- 
C h a ir  o f the A L IA  Bo ard  o f Ed u ca tion  
gave a responding address abou t h o w  
A L IA  is addressing a range of issues in 
L IS  e d u ca t io n , in c lu d in g  a p roposa l 
for a b ro ad en in g  o f m em b ersh ip  c r i
teria  across the in fo rm ation  industry.

T h e  sem inar p ro v id ed  a l iv e ly  fo 
rum  of d ive rg en t o p in io n  on a range 
o f issues in c lu d in g  a sp irited  d eb a te  
on  w h e th e r  the co re  v a lu e  o f 'in te l 
lec tu a l freed o m ' w a s  still an im p e ra 
t iv e  to be c h a m p io n e d  by  to d a y 's  
A us tra lian  lib ra ry  in fo rm atio n  sector.

'T h ese  e n co u n te rs  a re  food  and  
d rink  to us. T h ey  keep  us g o ing ,' said 
p a r t ic ip a n t D o n  S c h a u d e r  (M o n a sh  
U n iv e rs ity ) of the fina l session.

C u rr ic u lu m , c ro ss- in s titu tion a l 
c o lla b o ra t io n , re sea rch , m ethods o f 
teach ing , and con tin u in g  professional 
d e v e lo p m en t w e re  am o n g  issues d is 
cussed  and  debated .

T h e  group  d iscussed :

• the  re -ex am ina tio n  o f te a ch in g  
m ethods;

• the offering  o f w eb-based  e le c t iv e  
sub jects by lib ra ry  schoo ls  in a c o l 
la b o ra t iv e  fra m e w o rk  (ak in  to the 
d istrubted  natio na l c o lle c t io n  c o n 
cep t); and

• w a y s  in w h ic h  A L IA  cou rse  re co g 
n ition  co u ld  be e ffe c t iv e ly  used to 
en co u rag e  best p ra c t ice  in L IS e d u 
ca tion .

The sem inar co n c lu d ed  w ith  a raft 
o f re co m m en d a tio n s  that w ill  be fu r
ther d iscussed  at an o th e r m eeting  to 
co in c id e  w ith  the A L IA  B ie n n ia l C o n 
fe re n ce  in C a n b e rra  in O c to b e r , 
2000.

A  fu ll report o f the  se m in a r  w i l l  
ap p ea r in the Feb ru a ry  200 0  issue of 
the A ustralian  L ib rary Journal. u

• C a t a l o g u i n g  s e r v i c e s

• C u s t o m i s e d  l i b r a r y  

t r a i n i n g

• A u t h o r i s e d  K i n e t i c a  

T r a i n i n g  A g e n t

• D a t a b a s e  c o n s u l t a n c y
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