
Green light for the new State Library
State Library of South Australia redevelopment begins

T he c re a t io n  o f a n e w  S ta te  L ib ra ry  o f So u th  A u s tra lia , 
on  its ex isting  N o rth  T e rra ce  site, w a s  h e ra ld e d  in ea r ly  
N o v e m b e r , w ith  the  e m p ty in g  o f th e  h is to r ic  M o r t lo c k  

b u ild in g , to c o m m e n c e  b u ild in g  w o rk .

T h e  first stage o f th e  b u ild in g  re d e ve lo p m e n t  in v o lv e s  the 
s tre n g th e n in g  o f the  19th c e n tu ry  M o r t lo c k  b u ild in g . S e r v ­
ice s  n o rm a lly  fo u n d  in M o r t lo c k  w i l l  b e  re lo c a te d  to  th e  
B a s ty a n  B u i ld in g  d u r in g  th e  p ro je c t.

T h e  se co n d  stage w i l l  c re a te  a n e w  b u ild in g . T h e  a r c h i ­
te c tu ra l des igns, b e in g  p re p a re d  b y  le a d in g  A u s tra lia n  a r c h i­
tects, Hassell an d  Mitchell, Guirgola, Thorp, w i l l  be  u n v e ile d  
e a r ly  nex t y e a r  w ith  c o n s tru c t io n  d u e  to  start in A p r il  2 0 0 1 . 
D u r in g  th is s e co n d  stage o f b u ild in g  w o rk s , w h ic h  is d u e  to 
b e  c o m p le te d  in 2 0 0 3 , a shop-front lib ra ry  s e rv ic e  w i l l  be 
d e liv e re d  to th e  p u b lic  from  th e  L ib ra ry 's  tw o  h is to r ic  b u ild ­
ings, th e  In s t itu te  B u i ld in g  a n d  th e  s tre n g th e n e d  M o r t lo c k  
B u ild in g .

W h e n  c o m p le te d  in 2 0 0 3 , the  n e w  S ta te  L ib ra ry  w i l l  fe a ­
ture :

• tw o  f lo o rs  fo r p u b lic  use in the  n e w  b u ild in g ;

• lin ks b e tw e e n  the  th re e  b u ild in g s  w ith  g re a te r  a c c e s s  to, 
an d  use of, the  he ritag e  b u ild in g s , in c lu d in g  the  u p p e r le v ­
e ls ;

• n e w  re ad in g  room s, g a lle r ie s  an d  e x h ib it io n  sp ace s ;

• an  in te rn e t c a fe  an d  shop ;

• a $4 m il lio n  u p g ra d e  to the  lib ra ry 's  in fo rm a tio n  te c h n o l­
og y , in c lu d in g  a n in e ty  p e r c e n t  in c re a s e  in p u b lic  c o m ­
p u te r fa c ilit ie s ;

• a v ie w a b le  c o n s e rv a t io n  s tu d io  in th e  lo w e r- g ro u n d  f lo o r 
o f the  M o r t lo c k  B u ild in g ;

• n e w  fa c a d e s  a n d  e n t ra n c e s  fa c in g  N o r th  T e r ra c e  an d  
K in to re  A v e n u e ; and

• th e  o p e n in g  up  o f a ccess- ro u tes  a lo n g  th e  c u ltu ra l b o u l­
e v a rd , w ith  e n t ra n c e s  to  th e  lib ra ry  p o te n t ia l ly  f lo w in g  
stra ight th ro u g h  to  th e  m u se u m  e n tra n c e  a n d  fo re c o u r t  .

S e r v ic e  im p ro ve m e n ts  w i l l  in c lu d e :

• an  ex ten s io n  o f o p e n in g  hours, w ith  the  lib ra ry  to  be o p en  
up  to a fu rth e r e ig h t to  ten h o u rs per w e e k ;

• e a s ie r  a c c e s s  to the  c o lle c t io n s , w ith  m o re  item s d ire c t ly  
a v a ila b le  on  o p en  sh e lve s ; •

• s ig n if ica n tly  im p ro ve d  co - lo ca tio n  o f c o lle c t io n s  an d  su p e ­
rio r sto rage  c o n d it io n s  fo r th e ir  long-term  p re s e rv a t io n ;

• w e ll- p la c e d  s e rv ic e  po in ts, w h ic h  w i l l  be staffed b y  h igh ly- 
t ra in e d  l ib ra r ia n s , w i l l  be  b a c k e d  b y  the  in tro d u c t io n  o f 
'ro v in g ' lib ra r ian s  w ith  sp e c ia lis t  expertise , w h o  w i l l  m o v e  
th ro u g h  the  c o l le c t io n s  o ffe r in g  p e rso n a l a ss is tan ce ; and

• in c re a se d  p u b l ic  a c c e s s  to the  h is to r ic  M o r t lo c k  B u ild in g .

T h e  n e w  b u ild in g  w i l l  a lso  fe a tu re  w e ll  e q u ip p e d , p u r ­
pose-bu ilt fa c ilit ie s  fo r the  p re c io u s  So u th  A u s tra lia n a  c o l le c ­
t io n s , p o s s ib ly  o v e r lo o k in g  th e  u n iq u e  A rm o u ry  p re c in c t .  
T h e  c o l le c t io n s  w i l l  b e  h o u se d  to g e th e r w ith  w e ll- d e s ig n e d  
re a d in g  ro o m s , w h ic h  w i l l  e n a b le  c u s to m e rs  to  v ie w  an d  
a cc e s s  a w id e  ran g e  o f fo rm ats.

O n ly  t w e lv e  p e r c e n t  o f th e  L ib ra ry  c o l le c t io n  c a n  c u r ­
ren tly  be a c c o m m o d a te d  in the  19th c e n tu ry  M o r t lo c k  b u ild ­

ing. T h e  re lo c a t io n  no t o n ly  m akes  th e ir  c o n s o lid a t io n  p o s ­
s ib le , it w ill  a lso  p ro v id e  far-better storage c o n d itio n s  for the ir 
long-term  p re s e rv a t io n , as re c o m m e n d e d  b y  c o n s e rv a t io n  
experts, A r t la b  A u s tra lia .

A l l  th e  in t ru s iv e  f il in g  c a b in e ts  a n d  e q u ip m e n t  w h ic h  
c u rre n tly  c ro w d  th e  c h a m b e r, and  w h ic h  a re  c o m p le te ly  out 
o f c h a ra c te r  w ith  a 19th c e n tu ry  b u ild in g , w i l l  b e  re m o ve d  
a n d  th e  c h a m b e r  w i l l  b e c o m e  th e  c e n tre  fo r a ll o f th e  l i ­
b ra ry ’s p u b lic  p ro g ram s, a w a y  from  q u ie t  re sea rch  a reas.

T h e  n e w , im a g in a t iv e  u se  o f the  M o r t lo c k  B u ild in g  w i ll  
a lso  c rea te , fo r th e  first tim e, tw o  d is tin ct e n v iro n m en ts  in the 
lib ra ry .

O n e  e n v iro n m e n t  w i l l  p ro v id e  q u ie t, s tu d y  a reas  in the 
n e w ly - d e v e lo p e d  fa c ilit ie s . T h e  o th e r w i l l  e n c o u ra g e  liv e ly , 
p a r t ic ip a t iv e  a c t iv it y  in M o r t lo c k . T h is  w i l l  in c lu d e  re lax ed  
m e e t in g  a rea s , s c h o o l a n d  to u ris t v is its , p e rfo rm a n c e s  an d  
tours as w e ll  as casu a l, lo u n g e  read ing , w ith  a great se le c t io n  
o f n ew sp ap e rs  and  m ag az in es  from  a ro u n d  the w o rld , as w e ll 
as la tes t S o u th  A u s tra l ia n  re le a s e s . A  g ra c io u s , d e d ic a te d  
room , o ff th e  M o r t lo c k  C h a m b e r , w i l l  fe a tu re  the n a t io n a lly  
re n o w n e d  B ra d m a n  C o lle c t io n ,  S ir  D o n a ld  B ra d m a n ’s per 
sona l c o l le c t io n  o f m e m o ra b il ia .

M o re  in fo rm a t io n  on  th e  S ta te  L ib ra ry  B u i ld in g  P ro je c t  
c a n  b e  fo u n d  at: http://www.slsa.sa.gov.au/redevt/ 
redevt.html. ■
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