
Survival, improvement, innovation...
ALIA Board of Education Research Forum

O n 23 O c to b e r  2 0 0 0 , the A L IA  
B o a rd  o f Ed u c a t io n  hosted  a 
fo ru m  fo cu ss in g  o n  research  

across the lib ra ry  and  in fo rm ation  sector 
Survival, improvement, innovation: How 
research makes good practice, how 
practice makes good research. T h e  fo ­
rum , held  at U n iv e rs ity  EHouse, attracted 
tw en ty-e ight p artic ipants from  across the 
se c to r an d  w a s  a b ly  fa c i lita te d  b y  D r 
N a id a  T a tte rsa ll, a m e m b er o f the A L IA  
B o a rd  o f D ire c to rs  and  the m an ag er o f 
L ib ra ry  S e rv ic e s  and  C u ltu ra l D e v e lo p ­
m ent at G o ld  C oast C ity  C o u n c il.

T h e  A L IA  B o a rd  o f E d u c a t io n  o r ­
g a n ise d  th e  re se a rch  fo ru m  to d iscu ss 
m o v in g  to w a rd s  a re se a rch  c u ltu re  for 
the lib ra ry  and  in fo rm atio n  sector. Such  
a cu ltu re  c o u ld  foster e ffe c t iv e  d is sem i­
n a tio n  o f re sea rch  th ro u g h o u t the se c ­
tor an d  d e m o n s tra te  lin kag es  b e tw e e n  
re sea rch  an d  p ra c t ic e . T h e  fo ru m  bu ilt 
u p on  the  B o a rd  o f E d u c a t io n 's  e x p lo ra ­
tion  o f re sea rch  in the  lib ra ry  and  in fo r­
m a tio n  secto r, w h ic h  has b een  d e v e l­
o p in g  o v e r  the  past fe w  yea rs .

T h e  fo ru m  c o m m e n c e d  w ith  R o ss  
T o d d , M a rg a re t  S ta r re , Ross H a r v e y  
a n d  S a n d ra  H e n d e rs o n  e n g a g in g  in a 
l iv e ly  d e b a te  on  th e  p ro p o s it io n  'T h a t  
a c a d e m ic  re se a rc h  is a ir y- fa iry  n o n ­
sense  an d  no use to  l ib ra ry  an d  in fo r ­
m a t io n  p ra c t ic e ',  w h ic h  in t ro d u c e d  
so m e  o f the  k e y  issues fo r a c a d e m ic s  
a n d  p ra c t it io n e rs  en g a g in g  w ith  lib ra ry  
a n d  in fo rm a tio n  se c to r re sea rch .

Ja n in e  S c h m id t  a n d  M ic h a e l  
M id d le to n  p ro v id e d  p a r t ic ip a n ts  w ith  
an  o v e r v ie w  o f lib ra ry  an d  in fo rm a tio n  
re se a rc h  in p ra c t ic e  a n d  in th e  a c a d ­
e m y  re sp e c tiv e ly . K a y  P o u s tie  o u tlin e d  
h er re se a rch  as a p ra c t i t io n e r  in c o n ­
n e c tio n  w ith  the  B e r te lsm a n n  F o u n d a ­
tio n  a n d  M a r i D a v is  sp o k e  on  re sea rch  
interests w ith in  the  S c h o o l o f  In fo rm a ­
tion  System s, T e c h n o lo g y  an d  M a n a g e ­
m e n t at the  U n iv e r s it y  o f N e w  S o u th  
W a le s .

F o llo w in g  th is v a lu a b le  inpu t, p a r ­
t ic ip a n ts  b ro ke  in to  th re e  w o rk sh o p s  to 
co n s id e r  b u ild in g  a v a lu in g  o f research ,

c o m m u n ic a t in g  a n d  fo s te rin g  p a rtn e r ­
sh ips , a n d  the  ro le  o f  A L IA  in l ib ra ry  
an d  in fo rm a tio n  se c to r  re sea rch .

T h e  fo ru m  re g ro u p e d  to  c o n s id e r  
reports fro m  the  w o rk sh o p s  a n d  to fo r­
m u la te  re c o m m e n d a t io n s  fo r the  c o n ­
s id e ra t io n  o f the  A L IA  B o a rd  o f D i r e c ­
tors. T h e  re c o m m e n d a t io n s  ex p ressed  
the  p a rt ic ip a n ts ' b e lie f  that a m a jo r and  
im m e d ia te  p r io r ity  fo r A L IA  sh o u ld  be 
th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f its ro le  in re search , 
th ro u g h  c o - o rd in a t in g  issues, p e o p le , 
fu n d in g , c o m m u n ic a t io n  an d  c o l la b o ­
ra t io n  in re s e a rc h  fo r th e  lib ra ry  an d  
in fo rm a t io n  s e c to r . T h e  fo ru m  su g ­
gested  a p o ss ib le  re a lig n m e n t o f staff in 
A L IA  N a t io n a l O f f ic e  to e n a b le  a fo cu s  
on  the  a n a ly s is , syn th e s is  an d  d is s e m i­
n a tio n  o f  re se a rch , s tre n g th en in g  c o n ­
n ec tio n s  b e tw e e n  re search ers  an d  p ra c ­
titioners, and  lo b b y in g  on issues re la ted  
to  re s e a rc h . T h e  fo ru m  a ls o  r e c o m ­
m e n d e d  tha t th e  A s s o c ia t io n  c o n s id e r  
sp o n so rsh ip  o p tio n s  fo r the  c o - o rd in a ­
t io n  o f l ib ra ry  a n d  in fo rm a t io n  se c to r  
re se a rch . ■

Election of ALIA vice-president 
and two directors

C a ll  f o r  n o m in a t io n s

N o m i n a t i o n s  a r e  c a l l e d  f o r  A L I A  v i c e - p r e s id e n t  [ p r e s id e n t - e le c t ]  a n d  t w o  p o s i t i o n s  o n  t h e  B o a r d  

o f  D i r e c t o r s  o f  A L I A  a s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  u n d e r  Corporations Law.
T h e  v i c e - p r e s id e n t  [ p r e s id e n t - e le c t ]  w i l l  b e  e l e c t e d  b y  t h e  m e m b e r s h ip  a t  l a r g e .  O n e  d i r e c t o r  is 

t o  b e  e l e c t e d  b y  t h e  m e m b e r s h ip  a t  l a r g e  a n d  o n e  d i r e c t o r  is t o  b e  e l e c t e d  b y  i n s t i t u t io n a l  

m e m b e r s .

N o m in e e s  s h o u ld  b e  p e r s o n a l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A s s o c ia t io n  a n d  w i l l  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  in t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  

o r g a n i s a t io n  a s  a  w h o l e  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n s t i t u e n c y .

T h e  v i c e - p r e s id e n t  [ p r e s id e n t - e le c t ]  w i l l  a s s u m e  t h e  p r e s id e n c y  a t  t h e  A n n u a l  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  

o f  t h e  A s s o c ia t io n  in  2 0 0 2 . T h e  t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  o f  d i r e c t o r s  w i l l  b e  u n t i l  t h e  A n n u a l  G e n e r a l  

M e e t i n g  in  2 0 0 3 .

N o m i n a t i o n s  m u s t  b e  in  w r i t i n g  a n d  m u s t  b e  s ig n e d  b y  t w o  f i n a n c i a l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  

A s s o c ia t io n  a n d  in c lu d e  t h e  c o n s e n t  in  w r i t i n g  o f  t h e  n o m in e e .  N o m i n a t i o n  f o r m s  m u s t  b e  

a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a  1 0 0 - w o rd  c u r r e n t  curriculum vitae w h i c h  p r o v id e s  f u l l  d e t a i l s  o f  a c a d e m ic  a n d  

p r o f e s s io n a l  q u a l i f i c a t io n s  a n d  a  1 0 0 - w o rd  s t a t e m e n t  o f  p r o f e s s io n a l  c o n c e r n s .  T h e  c u r r i c u lu m  

v i t a e  s h o u ld  b e  a r r a n g e d  u n d e r  h e a d in g s  o f  p r e s e n t  p o s i t io n s ,  p r e v io u s  p o s i t i o n s  a n d  

p r o f e s s io n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  A  s t a n d a r d  c o lo u r  p o r t r a i t  p h o t o g r a p h  must b e  in c lu d e d .

N o m i n a t i o n  f o r m s  a r e  a v a i l a b le  f r o m  A L I A  N a t i o n a l  O f f i c e ,  o r  v i a  A L IA n e t .

N o m i n a t i o n s  c lo s e  a t  5 :0 0 p m  o n  5 F e b r u a r y  2 0 0 1  a n d  s h o u ld  b e  s e n t  t o  t h e  A L I A  e x e c u t i v e  
d i r e c t o r ,  P O  B o x  E 4 4 1 , K in g s t o n  A C T  2 6 0 4 , e - m a il  e n q u i r y @ a l i a . o r g . a u .
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