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O ur fa m o u s  M a y  w e e k  fo r p ro ­
m o tin g  th e  l ib ra ry  an d  in fo r­
m a t io n  s e c to r  is, in 

c e le b ra tio n  o f the  real n e w  m ille n n iu m , 
to  b e  c a l le d  L ib ra r y  an d  In fo rm a t io n  
W e e k  ( L IW ) .  It w i l l  b e  h e ld  from  14 to 
2 0  M a y  nex t y e a r . Its th e m e  is Knowl­
edge outlook. A L IA 's  B o a rd  o f D i r e c ­
tors has a p p ro v e d  th e  n a m e  c h a n g e  
from  A u s tra lia n  L ib ra ry  W e e k  a n d  the  
b ro a d e r  a p p ro a c h  to  p u b l ic is in g  the  
co n tr ib u tio n  w h ic h  o u r secto r m akes to 
the  c o m m u n ity .

T h e  n e w  n a m e  an d  the  th e m e  e m ­
p h a s is e  th e  ro le  o f t ra in e d  l ib ra r ia n s  
and  lib ra ry  te c h n ic ia n s  in th e  h an d lin g  
o f in fo rm a tio n . O u r  m an a g e m e n t o f in ­
fo rm a tio n  is b ased  on  the  p r in c ip le s  o f 
a c c u r a c y ,  a u th o r ity ,  o b je c t iv i t y  an d  
a cce s s , w ith  an  e m p h a s is  o n  c u rre n c y  
a n d  c o n s e rv a t io n  d e p e n d in g  on  the  
n eed s  o f o u r c lie n ts .

T h e  c h a n g e  o f n a m e  fro m  A u s tra l­
ian  L ib ra ry  W e e k  re flec ts  th e  insertion  
o f ' in fo rm a t io n ' in to  the  n a m e  o f o u r 
A s s o c ia t io n  to  re fle c t  the  c o v e ra g e  o f 
o u r  se c to r. L ib ra ry  an d  In fo rm a t io n  
W e e k  w i l i  p ro m o te  a ll typ e s  o f l ib ra ry  
an d  in fo rm a tio n  s e rv ic e  c e n tre s  w h e re  
o u r p ro fe ss io n a lism  an d  sk ills  a re  used  
an d  n ee d e d .

T o  fu rth e r th is  en d , A L IA  is a s c r ib ­
ing  in d iv id u a l th e m e s  an d  a c t iv it ie s  to 
in d iv id u a l d ays , as fo llo w s :

M o n d a y  1 4 M a y :
Information Rights Day

T u e s d a y  1 5 M a y : 
free  d a y

W e d n e s d a y  16 M a y :
Thank You Day

T h u rsd a y  1 7 M a y :
National Simultaneous Storytime

F r id a y  1 8 M a y :
Libraries Online Day

T h e  c a le n d a r  o f e v e n ts  e n a b le s  a 
sp e c ia l e m p h a s is  n a t io n a lly  on  the  in ­
d iv id u a l  th e m e s , bu t l ib ra r ie s  s h o u ld  
no t fee l re s tr ic te d  b y  th e m . Su g g es ted  
e v e n ts  a ro u n d  th e se  a n d  o th e r  id e as  
c o u ld  o c c u r  th ro u g h o u t  th e  w e e k . 
W e s te rn  A u s tra lia n  a n d  o th e r lib ra rie s  
w h ic h  m a y  c lo s e  o n  W e d n e s d a y ,  fo r 
e x a m p le , c o u ld  c h o o s e  T u e s d a y  as 
th e ir  d a y  to say  th an k  yo u  to  th e ir  su p ­
porters. T h is  is w h y  w e  h a v e  a llo w e d  a

fre e  d a y . O th e r  lib ra r ie s  m a y  c h o o s e  
th a t  d a y  to  c e le b ra te  lo c a l h is to ry  o r 
p u b l ic is e  s p e c ia l is t  s e rv ic e s  to  in d i­
v id u a l user g roups, fo r e x a m p le , lo ca l 
business, o ld e r o r yo u n g e r users, h o m e ­
w o rk  a ss is ta n ce  to s ch o o l s tudents, o r 
c o l le c t io n s  d e v o te d  to  in d ig e n o u s  is­
sues o r c o m m u n ity  languages.

T h e  idea  o f c h o o s in g  a d a ily  th e m e  
is to e n a b le  m ax im u m  o p p o rtu n itie s  for 
p u b lic ity  and  c o m m u n ity  in v o lv e m e n t, 
a n d  to e n su re  tha t d iffe ren t typ e s  o f li­
b ra rie s  and  in fo rm a tio n  se rv ice  p ro v id ­
ers a n d  n e tw o rks  h a v e  a c h a n c e  to d is ­
p la y  th e ir  s e rv ic e s  to  th e  b ro a d  
c o m m u n it y  a n d  to  in d iv id u a l  c lie n t  
g ro u p s . T h e  p lan  is not p re s c r ip tive .

Information 
Rights Day
M o n d a y  14 M a y  is In fo rm a tio n  R igh ts 
D a y . T h e  a im  is to ra ise  a w a re n e s s  o f 
e v e r y o n e 's  d e m o c ra t ic  and  e q u a l right 
to  in fo rm a t io n , fo r th e  b e n e f it  o f  the  
in d iv id u a l an d  o f so c ie ty .

E ven ts  fo r th is d ay , such  as d is cu s ­
s io n s  o r debates, m igh t fo cu s  on  eq u ity  
o f  a c c e s s  to in fo rm a tio n , c e n s o rs h ip  
a n d  c o p y r ig h t  issues an d  s e rv ic e s  ta r ­
g eted  a t tho se  sectio n s  o f the  c o m m u ­
n ity  w h o  m a y  be a d va n ta g e d  o r d is a d ­
v a n ta g e d  in an  in fo rm a tio n  e c o n o m y . 
K e y  g roup s an d  a ffilia ted  o rg an isa tio n s  
w h ic h  h a v e  c o m m itm e n t  to  th e  free  
f lo w  o f in fo rm a tio n  a re  e n c o u ra g e d  to 
b e  in v o lv e d  in L ib ra ry  and  In fo rm a tio n  
W e e k  a c t iv it ie s .

A L IA  w i l l  p u b lic is e  n a t io n a lly  A u s ­
t ra lia 's  first in fo rm a tio n  rights d ay .

Thank You Day
A  n a t io n a l e v e n t  w i l l  be  h e ld  on  
W e d n e s d a y  1 5 M a y  to h igh ligh t lib ra ry  
p ro g ra m s  an d  o th e r  su cce ss  sto ries  
m a d e  p o ss ib le  th ro u g h  the su p p o rt o f 
e le c te d  o f f ic ia ls  an d  state a n d  fed e ra l 
fu n d in g .

W e  e n c o u ra g e  a ll lib ra rie s  to  host 
an  e v e n t on  th is day , perhaps in v it in g  a 
ta rg e t a u d ie n c e  to th e  lib ra ry  to  m eet 
s o m e o n e  w h o  has b e n e fite d  fro m  the 
l ib ra ry 's  p rog ram s. F rien ds  o f L ib ra r ie s  
A u s tra lia , lo c a l c o u n c il lo rs  a n d  m e m ­
bers  o f  P a r lia m e n t ,  b u s in esses  an d  
c o m m u n it y  g ro u p s , a c a d e m ic s , c o m ­
p a n y  h ead s, and  key  c lie n t  g ro u p s  w i ll  
a p p re c ia te  re co g n it io n  for the su p p o rt

th e y  h a v e  g ive n  to lib ra r ie s  a n d  in fo r ­
m a tio n  cen tres  th ro u g h o u t th e  ye a r.

National
Simultaneous
Storytime
P u b lic  and  p r im a ry  sch o o l lib ra ries  w ill  
o rg a n is e , w ith  th e  a s s is ta n c e  o f  s ta te  
co-ord inato rs , the  s im u ltan eo u s  read ing  
o f th e  sa m e  s to ry  at th e  sa m e  t im e  on  
T h u rsd a y  1 7 M a y .  T h e  L IW  C o m m itte e  
is ye t to  d e c id e  on  th e  b o o k  bu t a u n i­
ve rsa l fa v o u r ite  is l ik e ly  to be c h o se n .

Libraries Online D ay
L ib ra rie s  O n lin e  D a y , to be h e ld  on  F ri­
d a y  18 M a y ,  w i l l  c o n c e n tra te  o n  h o w  
lib ra rie s  a re  us ing  in fo rm a tio n  te c h n o l­
o g y  to  im p ro v e  th e ir  s e rv ic e s  a n d  th e  
e d u c a t io n  p ro g ra m s  th e y  a re  ru n n in g  
fo r th e ir  users to  e n h a n c e  in fo rm a tio n  
l ite ra c y  an d  a ccess .

A L IA  w e lc o m e s  y o u r  ideas fo r and  
in v o lv e m e n t  in L ib ra ry  an d  In fo rm a tio n  
W e e k .  D e ta ils  o f p ro m o tio n a l m a te r ia l 
w i l l  b e  re le a s e d  in th e  n e w  y e a r , bu t 
fu rth e r in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t L IW  is a v a i l ­
ab le  from  A L IA 's  n a tio na l co- o rd in a tio n  
o ffice r , A m a n d a  Ja c o b s e n  at A L IA  N a ­
t io n a l O f f ic e  o r from  the  L IW  c o m m it ­
tee  m em b ers  in e a ch  state an d  territo ry .

T h e  c o m m itte e  m e m b e rs  are :

Q u e e n s la n d :T o m  C o n d r ic , 
c e n l  1 @ b r is b a n e .q ld .g o v .a u

A u s tra lia n  C a p ita l T e rr ito ry : L ib b y  
C o a te s , lc o a te s @ c y b e ro n e . c o m .a u

N e w  S o u th  W a le s :  J i l l ia n  B e s w ic k ,  
b e s w ic k @ la k e m a c .n s w .g o v .a u

N o rth e rn  T e rr ito ry : B e rn a d e tte  S to n e , 
b .s to n e @ d a rc ity .n t .g o v .a u

South  A us tra lia : M a r io n  F ie lke , 
m a rfie@ O n k ap a rin g a .s a .g o v .au

T a sm a n ia : Ja n e  Je p p so n ,
Australian. Library.lnformation.Association@ 
c e n tra l.ta s e d .e d u .a u

V ic to r ia :  Kerri P le y d e ll,
K .P le y d e l l@ h m v r lc .v ic .g o v .a u

W e s te rn  A u s tra lia : D e n is e  B a rk e r, 
d e n is e .b a rk e r@ b e lm o n t .w a .g o v .a u

N a t io n a l O f f ic e :  A m a n d a  Ja c o b s e n , 
ph: 02 6 28 5  1877 fax:
02 6 2 8 2  2 2 4 9 ,
a m a n d a .ja c o b s e n @ a lia .o rg .a u . ■
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