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American
government entry points
Search ing  for U n ited  States governm ent 

in fo rm ation  has just got a w h o le  lot 
eas ie r w ith  the ap p ea ran ce  of tw o  

n ew , ex trem ely  co m p reh en s ive  sites. 
F irs tG o v  [h ttp ://w w w .firstgov.gov/] is a 
n ew ly- launched  one-stop shop to w ebsites 
w ith in  the U n ited  States governm ent. It pro ­
vides a single point of entry to all 20 000 of 
these sites (w h ich  m eans severa l m illio n  
pages of data). Rather than go w ith  a h ierar­
ch ica l set of contents, the site designers have 
opted to organise material by topic, w h ich  is 
p rob ab ly  easier for most peop le  look ing  for 
in fo rm ation . If you  need sp ec ific  in fo rm a­
tion, you  can  use the site's keyw ord  search 
eng ine , or b row se  the b ranches (ju d ic ia l, 
leg islative, execu tive ) of governm ent listed 
on the page.

The U S  G o ve rn m en t m anual [http:// 
w w w .a c c e s s .g p o .g o v / n a ra / b ro w s e - g m -  
00 .htm l] might suit reference lib rarians bet­
ter than F irs tG ov. The 2000-2001 m anual 
covers the offices of the president and vice- 
president, as w e ll as all U n ited  States gov­
ernm en t b ranches of governm ent, depart­
ments, boards and agencies. It con ta ins 
n ea rly  700 pages of in fo rm ation , and is a 
great starting point for anyone w anting to get 
a grip on the sheer size and com p lex ity  of 
the U n ited  States governm ent. Agencies co v ­
ered in c lu d e  the C IA , the Federal Reserve  
System  and the Env ironm enta l Pro tection  
A g en cy . The m anual is d iv id ed  into sm all 
sections w h ich  you can v ie w  either as p lain  
text or as PD F  files. It also provides the texts 
of the U n ited  States Constitution  and the 
D eclaration o f Independence.

D o o rw a y  to arch ives
The U N E S C O  A rch ives  Portal [h ttp ://ww w. 
unesco.org/webworld/portal_archives/] links 
to a large num ber of arch iva l institutions in 
different countries as w e ll as to resources on 
records and archives management. The insti­
tutions inc lude national, regional and state 
a rch ive s  as w e ll as associations in the ar­
ch ives  field. There is inform ation on ed u ca ­
tion and tra in ing courses for archivists and 
con ference and meeting information as w ell. 
N ew  internet resources such as on line d irec ­
tories are covered , as are pub lica tions , 
m anuals  and m ailing  lists. There are som e 
links to preservation and conservation m ate­
rials and to prim ary sources on line . You can 
sign up for an e-mail newsletter too.

D o in g  the d ig ita l th ing
The U n ited  Kingdom-based T echn ica l A d v i­
sory S e rv ic e  for Im ages (T A S I) [http:// 
w w w .tas i.a c .uk/ ] p rovides free inform ation
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for academ ics and organisations im p lem ent­
ing or abou t to em bark upon a d ig itisation  
project. U n d er O n lin e  Resources, TA S I p ro ­
vides links to dozens of existing a rch ives of 
digital images (so you can get tips on h ow  it 
is done.) The section also gives signposts to 
other organisations in the field (such as the 
Arts and EHumanities Data Serv ice , and va r i­
ous standards' o rgan isations). Po ss ib ly  the 
most useful bit is the section on case studies 
of d ig itisation  projects. T A S I staff v is ited  a 
num ber of digital image library projects and 
in terview ed  project staff to docum ent current 
practices. The inform ation gathered w ill be 
used to help  identify best p ractice  in a range 
of areas —  such as standards, gu ide lines and 
procedures. Presum ably the studies w ill also 
tell you  w hat not to do as w e ll. Pro jects v is ­
ited in c lu d e  the Bristol B io m e d ic a l Im age 
A rch ive, the Internet Library of Early Journals, 
the Sudan  A rch ive  Photographs D atabase , 
the C e lt ic  M anuscrip ts  P ro je ct and  the 
M A R C / V IS E U M  Project. TA S I also g ives as­
sistance on searching the Internet for existing 
resources.

W e b  indexing prize 2000
The Austra lian  So c ie ty  of Indexers has just 
opened  up entries for the 2000 A usSI W e b  
Indexing Prize. A pplications are invited  from 
A ustra lian  and N e w  Z ea la n d  indexers and 
w ebm asters. The index and the m ateria l it 
p rovides access to must be access ib le  to the 
genera l p u b lic  v ia  the W o r ld  W id e  W e b . 
Team s of indexers m ay enter. Entries c lose  
on 30 N o vem b er 2000. The w in n in g  entry 
w ill w in  a book vo u ch e r for $100 from the 
Co-op Bookshop (not to m ention the g lory of 
the thing). W in n in g  entries w ill  be an ­
nounced  in the Australian Soc ie ty  of Index­
ers N ew sle tte r and on indexing m ailing  lists; 
w inners w ill also be notified by e-mail. Read 
the rules and gu ide lines and get the o n line  
entry form at http://www.aussi.org/. Send any 
queries to Jonathan Je rm ey at w ebm aster@  
aussi.org.

M an u sc rip ts  and letters in  Eu ro p e
M A L V IN E  (M anuscrip ts and Letters v ia  Inte­
grated N etw o rks in Eu rope) [http:// 
w w w .m a lv in e .o rg / ] has been created  to fa­
cilitate new  and enhanced access to holdings 
of m odern manuscripts and letters, kept and 
cata logued  in European libraries, a rch ives, 
docu m en ta tio n  centres and m useum s. The 
idea of M A L V IN E  is to network these institu­
tions v ia  the W e b . Users can then search for 
items as if they w ere  using one unified  data­
base. M A L V IN E  is still in the testing stages, so 
you  w ill need to e-mail the p ro je ct for a 
usernam e and passw ord  if you  w an t to try
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out the ir search fa c ility  and see w hat is 
there. C o n tact hans-joerg .lieder@ sbb.spk- 
b e rlin .d e  v ia  e-m ail or v is it the M A L V IN E  
site and use the H e lp  facility.

O n lin e  b ib lio g rap h y
Studies in B ib liog raphy  [http://etext. 
V irginia.edu/bsuva/sb/]is an o n lin e  journal 
from the B ib liog raph ica l Socie ty  of the U n i­
vers ity  of V irg in ia . The full text of all v o l­
um es, from V o lu m e  1 (1948-1949)
onw ard s, is a va ila b le  at the site. You  can  
brow se each vo lum e or use the site's search 
fac ility  to find articles or authors. The jou r­
nal publishes scholarly  articles on b ib liogra­
phy and textual crit ic ism . Th is is a ve ry  
fast-loading, no-frills site.

U N IM A R C  on line
The IF LA  U n ive rsa l B ib lio g ra p h ic  Contro l 
and International M A R C  Program m e [http:/ 
/www.ifla.org/VI/3/p1 996-1/guid6.htm] has 
p ub lished  a w eb-based  g u id e lin e  w h ich  
show s h o w  the U N IM A R C  form at is to be 
used w h en  crea ting  records for e lec tro n ic  
resources. Th is is a rev is ion  of an ea rlie r 
g u id e lin e  and incorporates changes m ade 
after com m ents and requests from users. The 
full ve rs ion  of the U N IM A R C  M an u a l —  
B ib lio g ra p h ic  Form at 1994 has a lso  been 
published at http://www.ifla.Org/VI/3/p1996- 
1/sec-uni.htm . It represents the state of the 
form at as at I M a rch  2000, and inc ludes 
U p d a te  3.

S tu d y in g  lib ra riansh ip  fa r and w ide
A n yo n e  look ing  for a cou rse  in lib rary or 
in fo rm ation  studies should  have  a look at 
the Austra lian  Inform ation Studies Schoo ls ' 
w ebsite . The A ISS  site p rovides inform ation 
abou t e le c t iv e  subjects a v a ila b le  for post­
graduate students at Australian  universities. 
B y  p rovid ing  details of subjects ava ilab le  as 
e le c t iv es  and by em phasis ing  those a v a il ­
ab le  by d is tance ed u cation , inform ation  
studies schoo ls are ab le  to o ffer a m uch 
broader range of subjects to their students. 
So you  can  get your in fo rm ation  literacy 
from one p lace  and study your know ledge 
or records managem ent subjects som ewhere 
else. For inform ation about the costs, modes 
of de live ry  ava ilab le , cred it options, contact 
details and links to ind ividual schools' w e b ­
sites, go to the A IS S  site at http://farrer. 
riv.csu.edu.au/aiss/.

N o t just the defence news
Jan e 's  In fo rm ation  G ro u p  has a ve ry  nice- 
look ing  site at h ttp ://w w w .janes.com /. The 
site is easy to navigate and con ta ins som e 
free full-text m aterial from a range of differ­
ent p u b lica tio n s  such as Jan e 's  D efence

W eek ly  and In te lligence Digest. The main 
headings are defence (broken up into land, 
naval and air forces), transport, security and 
business, but there are sections for breaking 
new s (a rtic le  briefs linked  through to the 
full-text of articles) and for regional inform a­
tion as w e ll. The Asia Pac ific  regional news 
and som e of the story briefs w o u ld  be of in ­
terest to A ustra lian  readers. Som e of the 
material is general interest —  recent articles 
cove red  the Kursk subm arine  disaster and 
the C o nco rd e  crash. Readers look ing  for a 
different or more techn ical news slant w ou ld  
be happy here. You can  sign up for e-mail 
briefs as w e ll. If you  are interested in sub­
scrib ing  to an y  of the services, v isit the 
Ja n e 's  O n lin e  site at h ttp ://w w w . 
janesonline.com /.

eC om m onw ea lth
W ith  the dem ise of the on line  version of the 
Com m onwealth Yearbook (w here  did it go 
—  and w h y?), I have  been look ing  around 
for som eth ing  n ew  to fill the dem and  for 
C o m m o n w e a lth  in fo rm ation . W e lc o m e , 
eC om m onw ea lth , w h ich  bills itself as a v ir ­
tual m eeting p lace  for the C o m m on w ea lth  
com m u n ity  [h ttp ://w w w .eco m m o n w ea lth , 
net/portal/hom e/index.htm l]. The most use­
ful aspect for librarians w ill p robab ly  be the 
new s and in fo rm ation  se rv ice . The site 
c la im s to m onitor thousands of new s p u b li­
cations and to present the highlights by re­
gion at the site. You can  also search w ith in  
the new s section . There  are new s releases 
on C o m m onw ea lth  matters as w e ll. The site 
inc ludes a num ber of other services such as 
cou n try  in fo rm ation  and  travel guides. 
Shou ld  you  need m ore cou n try  data than 
you can get at eC om m onw ealth , the C IA  has 
just released the 2000 version of their W orld  
Factbook  at http://www.odci.gov/cia/publi- 
cations/factbook/index.htrn l.

A nd  las tly  — firs t fam ilies
The State F ib ra ry  o f V ic to r ia  has lau n ch ed  
a n ew  p ro ject w h ic h  aim s to co lle c t  infor­
m ation  about the p eo p le  of A ustra lia , past 
and  present. First F am ilie s  2001 [http:// 
w w w .firs t fa m ilie s2 0 0 1 .n e t.a u / ] is a d a ta ­
base and co lle c tio n  of stories subm itted by 
A u s tra lian s  ab ou t the  ea rlies t person  in 
the ir fam ilies  kn ow n  to have  lived  in A us ­
tra lia . Those w h o  partic ipa te  m ay d iscover 
fam ily  links u n kn o w n  to them  through the 
d irecto ry . T h ey  w ill a lso  ensure access to 
their stories for future generations. A n yo n e  
is w e lc o m e  to subm it in fo rm atio n  ab ou t 
the ir fam ilie s  —  en tries  sh o u ld  be ab ou t 
the earliest generation  o f each  b ranch  of a 
fam ily . ■
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