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IB B Y  is the In ternational Board  of 
Books for Young People, a non-profit 
organisation that w as founded in Z u ­

rich , Sw itz e r lan d  in 1953. A llie d  to 
U N E S C O  it is an international network 
of peop le com m itted to bringing books 
and young peop le together. Som e sixty 
coun tries  are m em bers of IB B Y . A  
m em ber is an organisation concerned  
w ith  literature for young  p eop le . In 
A ustra lian  the national m em ber is 
A L IA .

IB B Y 's  p o lic ie s  and program s are 
determ ined  by its e lected  ex ecu tive  
com m ittee . I have  had the honou r of 
being elected  to the execu tive  for tw o 
term s, 1982-84 and 1984-86. IB B Y  
has an ex ecu tive  d irecto r w h o  w orks 
from the IB B Y  secretariat in Basel, Sw it­
zerland and w h o  is the on ly paid m em ­
ber of the organisation.

IB B Y 's  m ission is:

• to prom ote international understand­
ing through books for young people;

• to encourage the publication and dis­
tribution of quality  ch ild ren 's  books;

• to p ro v id e  support and tra in ing  for 
those in vo lve d  w ith  ch ild ren  and 
ch ild ren 's  literature;

• to stim u late research and scholarly- 
w orks in the field of literature for the 
young.

Som e of the activities of the Austral­
ian section include:

• organising four national conferences 
w ith  d istinguished international and 
nationa l speakers. The p roceed ings 
of these conferences have been pub ­
lished as Through folklore to litera­
ture; A b le  to en joy: Books and the 
young d isabled; Changing faces: 
story and ch ild ren  in an e lectron ic 
age; and Brave new  w orld : Interna­
tional understanding through books;

• p u b lish ing  The Bologna C h ild ren 's 
Fa ir as w e ll as annotated  book lists 
on a varie ty  of subjects;

• the section  has com b in ed  w ith  the 
A L IA  S cho o l L ib raries Sec tion  and 
the C h ild ren 's  L ib raries Sec tio n  to 
publish a first and second ed ition  of 
The new  classics: a selection o f 
aw ard  w inning ch ildren 's books; •

• has organised an annual H ans C h ris ­
tian Andersen  d inner w ith  a d is tin ­
gu ished  speaker to ce leb ra te  the 
b irthday of the great master of story­
telling;

• has organised storytelling workshops 
bring ing to A ustra lia  som e of the 
most renow ned  overseas storytellers; 
and

• has m ade period ic  nom inations for 
the prestig ious H ans Chris tian  
Andersen Aw ards and b iennial nom i­
nations for the IB B Y  H on o u r D ip lo ­
ma's;

The A us tra lian  I B B Y  Encouragem ent 
A w a rd  fo r C h ild re n ’s L ite ra tu re
In 1994 the Australian National Section 
instituted a b ienn ia l en co u rag em en t 
aw ard  for a young Australian  w riter or 
illustrator of ch ild ren 's  books. The ex ­
ecu tive  decided  to nam e the aw ard  in 
honour of its foundation  pres ident in 
Australia. The aw ard  is to be know n as 
the Ena N oel A w ard . The most recent 
w inn e r of the Ena N oel A w ard  is C a th ­
erine Jinks. C a therine  w as presented 
w ith the aw ard  at the recent A L IA  b ien ­
nial con ference in Canberra.

Internationally, IB B Y  has a num ber 
of a ctiv ities . The Hans Christian 
Andersen Awards, often know n as 'The 
little N obel p rizes' are presented by 
IB B Y  every other year to a living author 
and to an illustrator w h o se  com p le te  
works have m ade an im portant con tri­
bution to ch ild ren 's  literature. The 
award, nam ed after D enm ark 's famous 
storyteller, is the highest in ternational 
recognition given to an author and il­
lustrator of ch ild ren 's  books. H er M a j­
esty Q ueen  M argrethe II of Denm ark is 
the patron of the aw ards. Pa tric ia  
W rig h tson , an A ustra lian  w rite r  has 
been a recip ient of the aw ard  for w rit­
ing; and Robert Ingpen, Australian illus­
trator, has been presented w ith  the 
aw ard  for illustration.

The IB B Y  H onour List is a b ienn ia l 
selection of outstanding, recently-pub­
lished books honouring writers, illustra­
tors and translators from IB B Y  m em ber 
countries. The books are se lected  by 
the N ational sections. Som e Australian 
writers to receive Honour D ip lom as are 
Patric ia  W righ tson , C o lin  Th ie le , Ivan 
Sou tha ll, E leanor Sp en ce , L ilith  N o r ­
man, Ruth Park, Joan  Ph ip son , A llen  
Bail lie, and Peter Carey. D ip lom as for 
illustration have been aw arded  to Ted 
C reen w o o d , D eborah  and K ilm en y  
N iland, Robert Ingpen, D ick  Roughsey, 
H ea ther Ph ilpott, Pam e la  A llen , Ju lia  
V ivas, Bob  C raham , Je an n ie  Baker, 
Rodney M cC rae , Pat Torres, Peter 
G ou ld tho rpe and John W in c h .

The IBBY-Asahi Reading Prom otion

A w a rd  is en d o w ed  by the Jap an ese  
N ew sp ap e r C o m p an y  A sah i Sh im bun  
w ith  the sum of one m illio n  yen . It is 
presented by IB B Y  eve ry  yea r at the 
Bo logna Ch ild ren 's Book Lair in Italy to 
a group or institution that is m aking  a 
significant contribution to book p rom o­
tion programs for ch ild ren  and yo un g  
adults.

IB B Y - U N E S C O  workshops an sem i­
nars have been held on various aspects 
of writing, illustrating, production, pub ­
lishing, p rom otion  and d istribu tion  of 
books for ch ild ren  and  yo un g  adults. 
The Board  has a lso  estab lished  the 
IB B Y  d ocu m enta tion  cen tre  o f books 
for d isabled young  peop le  at the N o r­
w eg ian  Institute of Sp ec ia l Education . 
The Centre prom otes international ex ­
hibits, sem inars and b ib liog rap h ic  sur­
veys.

Each  year, on or a round  H ans 
Christian  A nd e rsen 's  b irth d ay  on 
2 A pril, In ternational C h ild ren 's  Book  
D ay  is ce leb ra ted . IB B Y  in itia ted  this 
day w h ich  is ce leb rated  by a ll sorts of 
innovative activities to inspire a love  of 
reading.

IB B Y  also  p rod uces  a qu arte rly  
journal, Bookbird, w h ich  covers new s 
from IB B Y  and  the IB B Y  national sec­
tions. It is on e  of the m ajo r in terna ­
tional m agazines on ch ild re n 's  lite ra ­
ture. Perio d ica lly  it features the various 
aspects of the literature of one particu ­
lar country. A ustra lia  w as  featured  in 
the first issue in 1 999.

Lor Bookbird  subscrip tion inform a­
tion visit the IB B Y  international website 
at h ttp ://w w w .ibby.o rg  or con tact 
E ve lyn  H o lm b erg , U n iv e rs ity  o f T o ­
ronto Press, 5201 Dufferin Street, North 
York, O N  M 3 H  5T8, C anad a , e-mail: 
eh o lm berg@ u lp ress.u to ron io .ca .

Ena Noel is the foundation president o f 
the Australian National Section o f IBBY, a 
position she held for twenty-five years 
until her retirement in 1991. She now  
acts as an associate editor o f IBBY's 
international journal, Bookbird.

Ena is the recipient o f several awards for 
services to librarianship and to literature 
for young people: The Lady Cutler Award 
awarded by the NSW  division o f the 
Children's Book Council; The Ellinor 
Archer Award, awarded by ALIA; and the 
Order o f Australia in the Queens Birthday 
Honours. She has been called the 
'grandmother' o f Australian children's 
literature.
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