
Australian Libraries Gateway
Erica Ryan, ALG M anager, Australian Libraries Gatew ay

The N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  is ve ry  
pleased to announce  that Phase 
II o f the A ustra lian  Lib raries 

G a te w a y  (A L G ) is now  a va ilab le . The 
redeve lo p ed  se rv ice  w as re leased  on 
the W o r ld  W id e  W e b  in tim e for the 
new  year and enab les lib raries w ith in  
the G a te w a y  to reveal a w id e r range of 
new  information about their co llections 
and services. Australians can  no w  d is ­
co v e r  a great deal m ore about the ir 
5,250+ libraries!

The features w h ich  have  been in ­
c lu d ed  in the new  se rv ice  h ave  been 
d eve lop ed  from  feedback  from  the 
listed libraries, site users and other in ­
terested parties w ith in  the lib rary  and 
cu ltu ra l heritage com m un ity . The en ­
hancem ents inc lude:

N ational B ib lio g rap h ic  Database.

• U R L  of lib rary 's friends organisation.

• U R L  of 'v irtu a l' tour of a library.

• ad d itiona l (sea rchab le ) com m ents 
about subject co llec ting  levels —  for 
all A L G  subjects.

2. O ther features and
improvem ents:
• qu icker searches and response times;

• n ew  library types are: 'Science/Tech- 
no logy ', 'M u s ic ', 'Ag ricu lture ', 'T oy ', 
'R esearch ', 'M o b ile ' and 'P a r liam en ­
tary ', and the 'D e fe n ce ' lib rary type 
has been revised  to 'D e fence/M ili-  
tary ';

• s ig n ifican tly  updated  inform ation  
w ith in  the 'Fo r Lib raries ' section;

1. N ew  fields:
• T e lep h o n e  typew rite r (TTY ) and 

docum ent exchange (D X ) number/s 
(freetext fie ld).

• autom ated  lib ra ry  system in use 
(freetext fie ld).

• library classification  scheme/s in use 
(freetext fie ld ).

• deta ils  o f d ia l-up ca ta lo g u e  access 
and links to any catalogue FA Q s and/ 
or a 'Read-m e' file about using your 
lib rary 's cata logue (freetext fie ld ).

• U R L  of on line  po licy docum ents w ith 
a literal d isp lay  (co llec tion  d eve lo p ­
ment po licy, strategic plan, custom er 
service p o licy  or charter).

• U R L  of open ing  hours.

• U R L  of on line  image co llec tion .

• U R L  of lib rary staff d irectory.

• U R L  of lib rary street location  map.

• U R L  of d ig itisation  pro ject in fo rm a­
tion.

• num ber of records and percentage of 
lib rary  co lle c tio n  reco rded  on the

S I R S I  d e v e lo p s , m a r k e t s ,  a n d  

s u p p o r ts  in fo r m a t io n  s o f tw a r e  

s y s te m s  fo r  l ib r a r ie s ,  b u s in e s s e s , 

a n d  a r c h i v e s .  O u r  p r o d u c t s  

in c lu d e  th e  U n ic o r n 9 9  l in e  o f  

c lie n t/ s e r v e r  l ib r a r y  a u to m a t io n  

s y s te m s , W e b C a t '/ a n d  H y p e r io n  

D ig i t a l  M e d ia  A r c h iv e .

• 'advan ced ' search options, for exam ­
ple, users can  n o w  search  for and 
d isp lay  o n ly  those lib raries w h ich  
have o n line  catalogues or contribute 
to the N B D ;

• search for m u ltip le  lib rary types, or 
search by keyword/phrase w ith in  any 
all fields;

• in c lu s io n  of A ustra lian  lib raries 
w h ich  are located  overseas (libraries 
in A ustra lian  em bassies and d ip lo ­
m atic m issions, or Australian  territo­
ries, in c lud ing  A ntarctica );

• co m b in a tio n  lib ra ry  type searches 
w ith  a geograph ic filter (for exam ple 
search for 'L a w ' and 'U n ive rs ity ' li­
b raries in V ic to r ia  or 'G o ve rn m en t' 
and 'C u ltu ra l o rgan isa tion ' lib raries 
in N e w  South W a le s );

• freetext search ing  of subject co lle c t­
ing level com m ents;

• rev is ion  of the 's ta tic ' pages w h ich  
link to resources for libraries and li­
brary users;

• a search eng ine for the static pages 
on the A L G  site; and
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• im proved  ad m in is tra tive  tools for 
easier reporting to A L G  adm in istra ­
tion.

3- Changes to library details 
display:
• 'O th e r  nam es and acron ym s ' have  

been separated from 'Fo rm er' nam es 
and are d isp layed  separately;

• provision for the d isp lay  of multiple- 
parent organisation nam es w ith in  the 
database, and libraries m ay now  up ­
date the ir o ffic ia l nam e w ith in  the 
database them selves;

• libraries w ith  oral h istory co llec tions 
w ith in  'Austra lia 's  O ra l H istory C o l­
lections: a N a tio n a l D ire c to ry ' (an ­
other n ew  se rv ice  at http:// 
w w w .n la .gov.au/ohd ir/ ) link d irectly  
to these from w ith in  their A L G  entry.

W e  encourage libraries to visit the 
G a te w a y : h ttp ://w w w .n la .gov.au/
libraries/ and popu la te  the new  fie lds 
a va ila b le  through the o n lin e  update 
forms. If passwords need to be reset for 
o n line  update, con tact A L G  A d m in is ­
tration on 02 6262 1 1 37 or send an 
e-mail to a lg @ n la .g o v .au .

Further in fo rm ation  about h o w  to 
search and update inform ation  on the 
G a te w a y  is a v a ila b le  w ith in  the A L G  
'H e lp ' pages on the site, http:// 
w w w .n la .g o v.au / lib ra ries/h e lp /  , and 
letters w ill be sent to all libraries on the 
G a te w a y  in the first w eek  of February 
2000.

Your comments about the new serv­
ice are most w e lcom e. Please e-mail 
alg@nla.gov.au or telephone the Coord i­
nation Support B ranch of the National 
Library on 02 6262 1522. ALG-L is a use­
ful forum for libraries on the G atew ay to 
keep up-to-date w ith site developm ent. 
M ore information about the list is 
ava ilab le  from http://www.nla.gov.au/ 
libraries/help/alg-l htm l. ■
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