Information literacy for the nation

Your help required...

formation literacy skills are important in
society where sophisticated use of infor-
ation has become a pre-requisite for
meaningful participation and economic ad-

vancement.

Living in an ‘information age' requires

not only access to information, but under-

standing how to evaluate, manage, use and

make connections with that information.
Hence information literacy is a key skill for

lifelong learning.

A draft 'Statement on Information Lit-
eracy for the Nation' was prepared last year
by the Special Interest Group on Information
Literacy with the purpose of gaining commit-
ment from the profession to the principles of
information literacy. The statement is in-
tended to be a succinct summary of the prin-
ciples which all sectors of the profession can
use and adopt locally as the keystone prin-

ciples of their programs.

The group forwarded the statement to the
ALIA Board of Education for its considera-
tion. The first draft of the statement reads:

The first object of the Australian Library
and Information Association is 'To promote
the free flow of information and ideas in the
interest of all Australians and a thriving cul-
ture, economy and democracy".

To utilise that information effectively re-
quires information literate Australians able to
recognise their need for information, and
then identify, locate, access, evaluate and
apply the needed information.

Information literacy is a prerequisite for:

Survival,

improvement,

e participative citizenship in a liberal de-
mocracy;

« the production of new knowledge on
which the future economic success of
Australia depends;

= personal empowerment;
< lifelong learning; and
= the solving ofglobal problems.

Library and information services profes-
sionals embrace a responsibility to develop
the information literacy of their clients.

Governments and the corporate and
educational sectors of Australia have the re-
sponsibility for ensuring that the information
literacy of all is promoted,
funded and facilitated as a high priority in
the 21st century.

Australians

The ALIA Board of Education discussed
the proposed statement and determined that
a statement on information literacy should
focus on outcomes for sector professionals
and sector clients. The Board of Education
has now reqested the ALIA Special Interest
Group on Information Literacy, a national
group representing TAFE, school, public,
state and university libraries — to develop
the statement as a values statement with
such a focus. The group would welcome
comments which can be forwarded to the
convenor of the committee, Prue Mercer,
manager of State Library Services, State Li-
brary of Victoria; e-mail pmercer@slv.vic.
gov.au. The committee would appreciate

your comments by 30 November. -

innovation

How research makes good practice, how practice makes good research

n 23 October the ALIA Board of
Education will host a research fo-
rum — Survival, improvement, in-
novation: how research makes good prac-
tice, how practice makes good research. The
forum will be held at University House in

Canberra from 9:30am to 3:30pm.

To get the ball rolling, participants will
grapple with the proposition that ‘research is
airy-fairy nonsense and no use to library and
information practice'. This will be followed
by a session discussing the scoping papers
on library and information research in the
academy and in practice commissioned by
the ALIA Board of Education. Participants
will then form workshop groups to look at

how research can inform practice. The out-
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comes from these workshop groups will be
discussed in the afternoon session, leading
to a session 'Research outcomes: towards a
research culture for the library and informa-
tion profession — where to from here'. The
forum will conclude with a session on tips

and tricks for research in the real world.

The ALIA Board of Education encour-
important forum.
Registration for Survival, improvement, in-
novation is through the ALIA2000 Capitalis-
ing on knowledge registration form. Copies
of the
through phone
02 6285 3000, fax 02 6285 3001, or e-mail
Book
early, places for the forum are limited. ]

ages you to attend this

registration form can be obtained

Conference Solutions,

alia2000.conference@alia.org.au.

///CT/Vv

lanThonas h(B BB 514 S
S

* 14/10 Vic School Libraries section. Hec-
tronic Technologies.

M (8 @&l ]BZJRCBQBLMTEE

« 16/10 Vic School Libraries section and
SLAV. Schodl libraries day dinner. Chest

%qnmmﬂe%mgyg

payment required:
* 19/10 Ballarat Province Regional

Group. Benchmerking workshop: dl
it asanehddnam:—
irgadi ibay snics SBLibay

mmtemn fiee Book
and enquiries to: LZ"H]]% m@ﬁ
o | aliau Resched-
uled event from 21/7.

* 21/10 Vic Library Technicians section.

o S
trer emmeserdtrevudelA

Qrit B BD
R

10/11 CAVAL. Innovative librarianship: pre-

sented by David Ten, S antres

imodiontads ad naksvith pam
Ve AA Gldodie Siios 4

D\e Browa Gt AAAAIACDEm

ks $57, ronnanties 330 Qriat: Se

Hrcd, sﬂr@azieim

* 14/11 Ballarat Province Regional

Group. Annual general meeting, guest speak-
er Steve OConnor, CAVAL R+
at, e &HySEH adMn Rﬂj Bt
Iaa; 6o 63 3cuenad, AlAnam
s $H ronafEs B roveby 101

o Kay Miresn i (B 537 B8
knatresr@diactatliau

Please note:
change of date.

17-18/11 Mechanics' Institutes of Victoria
Inc. Rediscovering Mechanics' Institutes Natlonal

conference. %d HtB

ic'$irﬂilLE
m&CB

« 18/11 Vic School lerarles.sectlon An-
nual general rree'ﬂr‘g

e

24/11 CAVAL. Information audit workshop —

ng%ne 'Ihs saam
e dilsrmhiincmiﬂ

pazts pa'kal

Cdetnai\e i 4 De Brctn

1a CDnanties $50)
ronetes $M Gt Se Hred,
sd@aaalia

5/12 CAVAL. Advanced internet searching: @

dieirgtsad

5/12 CAVAL. Government information on the
web: aldf-cazladsmvvz]ldm(nmg
S b adinardiod % K %m
nertpbiciosaded e QA G
dodie Sidos 4 Rk Ohe Brang
1343 @t RAAIACDnenes

continued next page...

31


mailto:pmercer@slv.vic
mailto:alia2000.conference@alia.org.au
mailto:mareeanne@bigpond.com
mailto:l.hartmann@ballarat.edu.au
mailto:kkelly@slv.vic.gov.au
mailto:sueh@caval.edu.au
mailto:k.matheson@baliarat.edu.au
mailto:pmiinc@vicnet.net.au
http://vicnet.net.au/~mivic/
mailto:sueh@cavai.edu.au
mailto:nicoles@caval.edu.au

