
The end of an era
Education for Information and Librarianship Section

The Education  for In fo rm ation  and L i­
b ra rian sh ip  Se rv ice s  section  (E L IS S ) 
in V ic to r ia  has been  a m a ins tay  of 

A L IA  m em ber interest, support and  en thu ­
siasm  for m an y  years.

In the  ea rly  1 980s, as a yo u n g  teach e r 
in lib ra ry  studies at a T A F E  co lleg e , I b e ­
c a m e  a m em b er o f the EL IS  co m m ittee  at 
the inv ita tion  of Fay N ich o lso n . I feel ve ry  
p riv ileg ed  to h ave  been in vo lved  w ith  this 
co m m ittee  for such a long tim e, both as a 
c o m m itte e  m e m b er and  su b seq u en tly , 
se cre ta ry  and  pres ident.

I b e lie ve  that m em bers of this co m m it­
tee h av e  con tr ib u ted  a b o v e  and  b eyo n d  
the  c a ll o f d u ty . T h e y  h ave , lik e  I, b e n ­
e fited  b y  d e v e lo p in g  sk ills , k n o w le d g e  
and  a b ility  from  en g ag ing  in in te lle c tu a l 
e x e rc ise s  re la ted  to tra in in g , e d u c a t io n  
and  p ro fess iona l d e ve lo p m en t, a ll th ings 
w h ic h  our profession must g rapp le  w ith  to 
m a in ta in  its c re d ib il ity  and  lead in g  edge 
in this ra p id ly  ch an g in g  arena .

Ed u cation  issues and  p rob lem s are b e ­
ing d ea lt  w ith  m o re  and  m o re  at a n a ­
tiona l leve l, as I b e lie v e  they shou ld . Th is 
has left the section  fee ling  a ce rta in  sense 
o f ir re le v a n c e  and  im p o tence .

Ra the r than struggle on and  try to im ­
bue the com m ittee  m em bers w ith  a d iffer­
en t sense  o f m iss ion , ou r e x e c u t iv e  has 
tried to take on d ifferent roles in the in fo r­
m a tio n  c o m m u n ity  to h ig h lig h t such  is­
sues as the im p o rtan ce  of d e v e lo p in g  re­
la t io n sh ip s  b e tw e e n  the in fo rm a tio n  
m ake rs  and  in fo rm a tio n  p ro fess io n a ls . 
Th is has led to the d eve lop m en t of one-off 
con fe ren ces  and  short w o rkshops po rtray ­
ing the  w o n d e rfu l d e v e lo p m e n ts  in the 
p ro fess ion  as it g rapp les w ith  the c o n f lu ­
e n c e  o f ro les and  re sp o n s ib ilitie s  w ith in  
and  b e tw ee n  o rgan isa tions  that ca rry  out 
research .

EHowever, it is tim e to m o v e  on. A nd  
o u r ex isting  com m ittee  structure does not 
seem  to be fitting  in n o w  w ith  the  busy 
lives o f com m itted  inform ation  p rofession ­
als.

T h e  fun c tio n  and  structu re  o f sections 
lik e  E L IS S  h a v e  c o m e  in to  q u estio n . 
A L IA 's  N a tio n a l P o lic y  Congress has been 
p ro - a c tiv e  in p u ttin g  ou t a d ra ft A L IA  
G ro u p  C rite ria  for com m ent. These g u id e ­
lines w ill p rov id e  a fram ew ork  to get w o rk  
d one , for groups to form  and  d isban d  in 
response to p rov id ing  a con ference , w o rk ­
shop  or som e o ther a c t iv ity  w h ic h  is d i­
re c t ly  re la ted  to A L IA 's  m iss ion . It w ill  
m ean  tha t th e re  can  be in n o v a t iv e  and

fast-paced  ch a n g e  ta ilo red  to the  ever- 
m o v in g  needs o f the A sso c ia t io n  and  its 
activ ities .

I shou ld  like to take the o p po rtu n ity  to 
than k  a n u m b er o f p e o p le  for th e ir  su p ­
port, e n c o u ra g e m e n t and  en th u s ia sm . I 
w o u ld  lik e  to than k  Fay  N ic h o ls o n  w h o  
asked  m e to first take up the ca ll and  p ro ­
v id ed  a ro le  m odel as a com m itted  in fo r­
m ation  p ro fess iona l. I w o u ld  a lso  like  to 
thank  com m ittee  m em bers for the ir efforts 
to p ro v id e  log istic, m ora l and  o th e r sup ­
port, these in c lu d e : Lean n e  H o w a rd  w h o  
has b een  the  se cre ta ry  for the  last th ree  
years; Paul Q u ilty  treasurer of EL ISS  for the 
last five  years; A n g e la  B ridg land , co m m it­
tee m em b er and  guest speaker at request 
for too  long  to m en tio n ; M a x in e  
R o ch este r, past ed ito r o f E L IS :A ; M o rr is  
B e la m y , past se c re ta ry  and  p res id en t; 
Trish M iln e  and  B e lle  A ld e rm an , the c u r ­
rent ed ito rs  of E L IS :A ; T rish  D a ly ;  C a th y  
T a y lo r ; Ju l ia  B lu n d e n ; A n n a  D a v is ;  and  
C a th y  M ille r , past p resident and secretary.

These  peo p le  w ill not stop w o rk in g  for 
the pro fess ion  just because  the section  is 
w in d in g  up. T h ey  w ill c o n tin u e  to rep re ­
sent the ir sector at the Bo ard  of D ire cto r, 
B o a rd  o f Ed u ca t io n , or lesser leve ls . I 
thank  them  for the ir efforts in the past and 
for the ir co n tin u ed  support for the  p ro fes­
sion. I w o u ld  a lso  call on the m em bersh ip  
in genera l to support the sections that rep ­
resent various interests w ith  ve rve  and v ig ­
ou r in the ir n ew  form , o n ce  a m ech an ism  
for fo rm ing  and  perfo rm ing  is w o rk ed  out.

E L IS :A  the jo u rn a l of the section , w ill 
a lso  cease  from  D e ce m b e r 2000. The e d i­
tors, through the ir best efforts h ave  not re­
c e iv e d  enough  co p y  to m ake the  jou rn a l 
v iab le .

Ian Rogers, ELISS president

N E W S P A P E R S
W A N T E D

• Bound volumes or long runs. 
All 19th and 20th century 
Australian and overseas 
newspapers

• Also popular MAGAZINES 
(e.g. Life, Look, Women’s 
Weekly, etc.) to 1970

P A P E R  W O R L D
Alan Waters, Paper World Pty Ltd 
Level 1, 48 Clifton Street, Prahran, Vic 3181 

Ph: 03 9529 6888 Fax: 03 9529 6388  
E-mail: alan@paperworld.com.au
(Member of the Ephemera Society of Australia)
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Sarah Steed, publicity officer, ph 02 9806 5159, fx 
02 9806 5919, ssteed@parracity.nsw.gov.au
N T
• 18/10 NT Branch. General meeting. NTLIS 
National Mutual, 4.30pm. Contact: Linda Win- 
zar, ph 08 8999 8931, fx 08 8999 8998, linda. 
winzar@nt.gov.au
• 15/11 NT Branch. General meeting. NTU, 
4:30pm. Contact: Linda Winzar, ph 08 8999 
8923, linda.winzar@nt.gov.au
• 23/11 NT Branch. Christmas function with 
Jan Fullerton and David Toll of the National Li­
brary of Australia. Buzz Cafe, Cullen Bay. Con­
tact: Linda Winzar, ph 08 8999 8923, 
linda.winzar@nt.gov.au Date: to be confirmed.

Q L D
• 5/10 Qld RAISS section proudly presents 
the library quiz night of the year, RAISS-A-MA- 
TAZZ 2000. Ship Inn, Cnr Stanley & Sidon Sts, 
South Brisbane. Cost (ind. GST): $35 for sump­
tuous 2 course meal and tea/coffee. Bookings 
by 28/9 to: Neil Kilah, ph 07 3244 6197, fx 07 
3244 6181, neil.kilah@detir.qld.gov.au
• 7/10 Qld Public Libraries section. Gener­
al meeting. Speakers: Kath Rose on Marketing 
public libraries: Maria Bowdler, Fiona Emberton 
and Timothy Johnstone on Setting up exchang­
es in overseas libraries. Noosa Library. Contact: 
Chris Gissing, ph 07 3403 7200, cde@ 
brisbane.qld.gov.au or Linda McMahon, ph 07 
3856 0099, gng@brisbane.qld.gov.au
• 10/10 Qld Library Technician section. Li­
brary technicians and the new millennium: crys­
tal ball gazing with the experts! Speakers: Phy- 
lis Goodridge (acting TAFE Library Technician 
Studies co-ordinator) and Deidre Gibb (Library 
Locums). State Library Theatre, 5 for 5:30pm 
start. RSVP: Yvonne Brock, ph 07 3896 2229, 
yvonne.brock@acgs.qld.edu.au
• 16/10 Qld Branch presents: Libraries 2003 
— strategic planning using a scenarios tech­
nique facilitated by Mark O'Sullivan (DPI) & 
Yvonne Butler (Ernst & Young). Auditorium 1, 
DPI Building, 80 Ann Street, Brisbane, 9-1 pm. 
Cost (ind. GST): ALIA members $120, for non­
members $130. Contact: Sue Rigney 
sue_rigney@justice.qld.gov.au
• 31/10 QLD Branch. CPDpresents: Planning 
to succeed: a guide to operational & business 
planning. Guest speaker: Ian McDonald, QCCI. 
Denison's at the Brisbane Sheraton, 7:45 for 
8am, $25pp. Pre-payment required. Cheques 
to ALIA Ltd, credit card payment available. 
RSVP by 27/10 to: Sue Rigney, GP0 Box 149 
Brisbane 4001, Sue_Rigney@justice.qld.gov.au
• 14/11 Qld Library Technicians section
AGM. Venue: tba, 5:30 for 6.00pm. For further 
information contact: Yvonne Brock, ph 07 
3896 2229, yvonne.brock@acgs.qld.edu.au
• 27/11 Qld Branch. Committee meeting 
plus annual general meeting. Brisbane Admin­
istrative Centre, Conference Room, Level 6, Cnr 
George and Ann Sts, Brisbane City, 4-6pm. 
Contact: Kathryn Harding ph 0409 642 152, fx
07 3864 2014, k.harding@qut.edu.au
• 1/12 Qld Public Libraries section Annu­
al general meeting. Contact: Robyn Gattera, 
minutes secretary, ph 07 3403 4104, fx 07 
3403 9969, sbispo@brisbane.qld.gov.au
S A
•  2/10-6/11 SA RAISS section General 
meeting. Fleet Street Coffee Shop, Pulteney 
Street, Adelaide, 5:45pm. 2/10, 6/11 (first 
Monday of the month, February to November). 
Contact: Amanda Nixon, ph 08 8201 2577, fx
08 8201 2508, arnanda.nixon@flinders.edu.au
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