The end ofan era

Education for Information and Librarianship Section

e Education for Information and Li-
brarianship Services section (ELISS)
in Victoria has been a mainstay of

ALIA member interest, support and enthu-
siasm for many years.

In the early 1980s, as a young teacher
I be-
came a member of the ELIS committee at

in library studies at a TAFE college,
the invitation of Fay Nicholson. | feel very
privileged to have been involved with this
committee for such a long time, both as a
committee member and subsequently,
secretary and president.

| believe that members of this commiit-
tee have contributed above and beyond
the call of duty. They have, like I, ben-
efited by developing skills, knowledge
and ability from engaging in intellectual
exercises related to training, education
and professional development, all things
which our profession must grapple with to
maintain its credibility and leading edge

in this rapidly changing arena.

Education issues and problems are be-
ing dealt with more and more at a na-
tional level, as | believe they should. This
has left the section feeling a certain sense

of irrelevance and impotence.

Rather than struggle on and try to im-
bue the committee members with a differ-
ent sense of mission, our executive has
tried to take on different roles in the infor-
mation community to highlight such is-
sues as the importance of developing re-
information

lationships between the

makers and information professionals.
This has led to the development of one-off
conferences and short workshops portray-
ing the wonderful developments in the
profession as it grapples with the conflu-
ence of roles and responsibilities within
and between organisations that carry out

research.

EHowever, it is time to move on. And
our existing committee structure does not
seem to be fitting in now with the busy
lives of committed information profession-

als.

The function and structure of sections
like ELISS
ALIA's National Policy Congress has been

have come into question.

pro-active in putting out a draft ALIA
Group Criteria for comment. These guide-
lines will provide a framework to get work
done, for groups to form and disband in
response to providing a conference, work-
shop or some other activity which is di-
rectly related to ALIA's mission. It will
mean that there can be innovative and
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fast-paced change tailored to the ever-
moving needs of the Association and its
activities.

| should like to take the opportunity to
thank a number of people for their sup-
port, encouragement and enthusiasm. |
would like to thank Fay Nicholson who
asked me to first take up the call and pro-
vided a role model as a committed infor-
mation professional. | would also like to
thank committee members for their efforts
to provide logistic, moral and other sup-
port, these include: Leanne Howard who
has been the secretary for the last three
years; Paul Quilty treasurer of ELISS for the
last five years; Angela Bridgland, commit-
tee member and guest speaker at request
for too long to Maxine

past editor of ELIS:A; Morris

mention;
Rochester,
Belamy, past secretary and president;
Trish Milne and Belle Alderman, the cur-
rent editors of ELIS:A; Trish Daly; Cathy
Taylor;

Julia Blunden; Anna Davis; and

Cathy Miller, past president and secretary.

These people will not stop working for
the profession just because the section is
winding up. They will continue to repre-
sent their sector at the Board of Director,
Board of Education, or lesser levels. |
thank them for their efforts in the past and
for their continued support for the profes-
sion. lwould also call on the membership
in general to support the sections that rep-
resent various interests with verve and vig-
our in their new form, once a mechanism

for forming and performing is worked out.

ELIS:A the journal of the section, will
also cease from December 2000. The edi-
tors, through their best efforts have not re-
ceived enough copy to make the journal

viable.

lan Rogers, ELISS president
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