
And for the social butterflies
A U A 2 0 0 0  w ill be a ve ry  social 

occasion . There are a range of 
activities packed into the three 

or so days, and there w ill be a few  sur­
prises.

The first official social even t is the 
w e lco m e  reception  w h ich  fo llow s the 
conference opening. This w ill be a great 
opportunity for you to catch up w ith old 
friends, meet new  ones and make those 
important contacts for the days ahead. 
You w ill also have a great opportunity 
to see the trade exhibition and plan your 
return visits.

The first tim ers' breakfast on Tues­
day morning w ill give all of those peo­
ple w ho  are new  to A L IA  conferences a 
chan ce  to meet others w h o  are in the 
same situation. At the breakfast you w ill 
be introduced to people w ho  have been 
to m any con ferences and are keen to 
pass on their w ealth  of experience  as 
well as people w ho w ere newer to these 
con ferences and can g ive you  some 
helpful tips for beginners.

A  real h ighlight of the con ference 
com es on Tuesday even ing from 6:00- 
7:30pm  w ith  the reception  at the N a ­
tional Library of Australia. Hosted by jan 
Fullerton, director-general of the N a ­
tional L ib rary of Austra lia ; Brendon 
Smyth, ACT M inister for Urban Services; 
and M a iread  B row ne, A L IA  president, 
this w ill be a time to take in the environ­
ment and the arch itectu re  of the na­
tion ’s largest library. W an d er around the 
public  areas and visit some of the read­
ing rooms w h ile  you con tinue  to net­
w o rk  and en joy  the com p an y  of c o l­
leagues.

The trade exhib itors have a rare 
chance to relax and en joy breakfast to­
gether on W e d n e sd ay  m orn ing at the 
N ational C ap ita l C onven tion  Centre. 
Take tim e out from your busy schedule

to meet other exhibitors and A L IA  repre­
sentatives.

W e d n e sd ay  even in g  presents the 
m ajor social event of A L IA 2 0 0 0  w ith  a 
Federation  C e leb ra tio n  cock ta il party 
and d inner at Parliam ent House. Places 
are lim ited for this 'o n ce  in a lifetim e 
o p po rtun ity ' so m ake sure you get in 
early . C om e along  ready to m ing le in 
the Foyer and d in e  and  d ance  in the 
G reat H all. This night provides options 
—  you can com e to the cocktail party 
on ly  or stay for the dinner.

After such a wonderfu l night every ­
one can b low  the cobw ebs aw ay  at the 
'G rea t library fun run '! G et your team 
together and take up the challenge of a 
run, stroll, ride or w alk  around beautiful 
Lake Burley Griffin. The em phasis is on 
fun but if you are keen to do your usual 
jog or morning run that's O K  w ith us.

The con ference fin ishes w ith  the 
closing reception. Your final chance to 
catch up w ith  everyone  you have 
missed during the previous days of the 
conference and also time to make new 
friends for the future. M any  people rush 
aw ay  once the program has finished but 
the A LIA2000 conference com m ittee is 
keen for you to stay and help them un­
w ind  after a very busy week.

In addition to the offic ia l program, 
you may like to network with colleagues 
and savour some of the cuisines offered 
in the city area. As Canberra is a strong 
m ulti-cultural society, and w here  
46 000 of a population of over 308 000 
speak a second language, one can find 
restaurants de livering  a w id e  range of 
food to meet m any tastes.

Canberra is w e ll known as a tourist 
destination and this is experienced  in 
the environs of the conference and the 
surrounding areas of Lake Burley Griffin. 
M an y  m ajor attractions are in close
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prox im ity to the 
National Library of 
Australia , and you 
may like to plan to 
visit the N ational 
G a lle ry , N ational 
Sc ience  and T ech ­
no logy Centre,
H igh Court or the 
N ational Portrait 
G a lle ry  in O ld  Par­
liam ent House.

O n  the C onven tion  Centre side of 
the Lake, you w ill find an historic farm ­
house, B lu n d e ll's  Cottage, and at the 
northern end of A nzac  Parade, there 
stands the Australian W a r  M em oria l.

If you  are p lann ing  to en joy  the 
'G reat library fun run' you w ill see most 
of these buildings as you jog around the 
lake!

For those of you w h o  en joy nature, 
and perhaps can extend your stay, you 
are encouraged to visit the National B o ­
tanic Gardens at B lack  M ountain  w here 
there is an excellent d isp lay of Austral­
ian flora all year round. If you can ar­
range transport, a visit to T idbinbilla N a ­
ture Reserve w ill reward you w ith close 
encounters w ith Australian fauna.

Canberra is renow ned for its world- 
class education  and research facilities 
and their related libraries and inform a­
tion centres. M any  of these libraries are 
availab le for visits, and bookings are be­
ing taken. If you have not booked to 
visit a library, you are encouraged  to 
jo in  in. M ak in g  con tact w ith  another 
colleague in a sim ilar type of library to 
yours can add a personal dim ension to 
your visit to this conference. For infor­
mation about the conference social pro­
gram and library tours visit the confer­
ence w eb  page at http ://ww w.alia .org . 
au/cont'erences/alia2000/. n
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S I R S I  d e v e l o p s ,  m a r k e t s ,  a n d  s u p p o r t s  i n f o r m a t i o n  

s o f t w a r e  s y s t e m s  f o r  l i b r a r i e s ,  b u s in e s s e s ,  a r id  

a r c h i v e s .  O u r  p r o d u c t s  i n c lu d e  t h e  U n i c o m  2 0 0 0  

c l i e n t / s e r v e r  l i b r a r y  a u t o m a t i o n  s y s t e m ,  W e b C a t ?  

a n d  H y p e r io n ™  D i g i t a l  M e d i a  A r c h i v e .
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