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The M e will only 
accept listings for 
free puhlicationo, 
which would knock 
out m any scholarly 
puhlicationo, hut it 
10 a new place for 
academics to 
showcase w ork...

Only academics need apply
A ll A cadem ic  is a new  site for a cad em ­

ics to post e lectron ic  versions of their 
o w n  w ritings and research , such as 

con fe ren ce  papers. The m ateria ls are then 
free ly  a v a ila b le  for o ther a ca d em ic s  to 
search and read. U n lik e  search engines, A ll 
A ca d e m ic  [h ttp ://w w w .a lla cad em ic .co m / ] 
w ill p rovide  conc ise  b ib liog rap h ic  c itations 
for the works on the site. The site w ill on ly  
accep t listings for free pub lica tions , w h ich  
w o u ld  knock  out m any sch o la r ly  p u b lic a ­
tions, but it is a new  p lace  for a cad em ics  to 
show case w ork. Items can be books, journal 
articles, scho la rly  projects, w o rk ing  papers, 
book rev iew s  or co n fe ren ce  papers. A c a ­
dem ics w ish ing  to subm it papers must hold 
a ll copyrigh ts  on the m ateria l they  lodge. 
You  can  also suggest o n line  pub lica tions for 
inc lu s ion  in the index (as long as they are 
free ly  ava ilab le , they w ill be added).

G iv in g  it aw ay
F indA rtic les .com  [h ttp ://w w w .findartic les . 
com/PI/index.jhtm l] is a new  joint effort from 
the LookSm art search se rv ice  and the G a le  
G roup. The site offers free access to articles 
published in over 350 m agazines and jou r­
nals dating from 1998. The journals indexed 
range from the popu lar (Saturday Evening 
Post) to the more academ ic  (British M ed ical 
Journal). Topics include business, health, so­
c ie ty, sports and enterta inm ent. You  can 
search w ithin the topic only, or across all sub­
jects. To see w hat is ava ilab le , you can v iew  
publications listed under topics, or as an a l­
phabetical listing. Full-text is ava ilab le  free of 
charge, w h ich  makes this a ve ry  attractive 
source for all kinds of libraries. You have to 
w on d er how  sustainab le this kind of en ter­
prise can be —  w here  is the revenue to com e 
from if you are giving your product aw ay?

Pa in less  lea rn ing
The Virtual T ra in ing  Suite from the Resource 
D isco ve ry  N e tw o rk  in the U n ited  K ingdom  
[http://www.vts.rdn.ac.uk/] offers free tutori­
als for students, lecturers and  researchers 
w h o  w an t to learn w hat the internet can of­
fer in a particu lar subject. The e leven  exist­
ing tu toria ls are all sub ject-re lated , for 
exam p le  'In te rn e t for h is to rians ', 'In te rnet 
p o litic ian ', and 'In ternet business m anager'. 
A  general in fo rm ation  skills tutoria l, a long  
w ith  another twenty-six topic-related ones, 
w ill be a va ilab le  from M a y  2001. The m ate­
rial is aim ed at the higher and further ed uca ­
tion com m u n itie s  in the U n ited  K ingdom , 
and includes quizzes and exercises to check  
your progress.

Further tutorials as w e ll as ad v ice  on de­
signing your ow n  tutorial can be found at the 
L ib ra ry  Instruction  Round  T ab le  at http:// 
d io g e n e s .b a y lo r.ed u / L ib ra ry/ L IR T / lir tp ro j. 
html. The range of tutorials includes general 
gu ides to research ing  on the internet, sub ­
ject-specific  guides, and eva luation  criteria  
for w eb-based m aterials. There is also a b ib ­
liog rap hy  if you  w a n t to go further into 
the subject.

Is  there  an y  o ther k in d ?
The R esea rch in g  L ib ra rian  [h ttp ://w w w 2 . 
msstae.edu/~kerjsmit/trl/] looks as if it is still 
in the early  stages, but it does p rovide som e 
useful resources for librarians using the inter­
net for research. It lists, and links to, free b ib ­
lio g rap h ic  databases, such as Eric; 
information on w riting research grant propos­
als; e-journal and current awareness services; 
statistical inform ation ; and library research- 
related search tools. It also hosts a discussion 
board  so that yo u  w ill  not have to feel all 
a lone. The site is of a m anageab le size, and 
is attractive and easy to use. You can  submit 
resources for inc lusion  if you w ish.

The sh ipp ing  news
Lloyd 's List has been a m ajor source of inter­
national new s and in te lligence for the sh ip ­
ping industry s in ce l 734. Published six times 
per w eek , this new s serv ice  is now  ava ilab le  
e le c tro n ic a lly  [h ttp ://w w w .llp lim ited .com / 
llisthm e.shtm l]. Fo llo w  the link for the Free 
Serv ices A rea to read W eb rie fs  —  free new s 
and data, or the M a rit im e  Law  Brief. N o t 
m uch else on the site is free, though you can 
sign up for free tria ls, e ither for the d a ily  
news, or for the ve ry  large arch ive . There is 
also a free dem o on the workings of L loyd 's 
List. Subscrip tion  costs for access to the ar­
ch ive  start around  the thousand do lla r mark, 
so this is not a se rv ice  for everyone, but pre­
sum ab ly  those w h o  need to know  this stuff 
are p repared  to pay for it. O n e  of the free 
services is the Inm arsat ships satcom s d irec ­
tory, w h ic h  a llo w s  you  to find e-mail a d ­
dresses or fax, phone and telex num bers for 
ships.

Search ing , but not fin d in g ?
Sea rch eB o o k s  [h ttp ://w w w .searcheb ooks. 
com/] seems to be the latest in the 'Search  a 
d om ain ' services that have appeared  on the 
w eb  this year. Sea rch Ed u  http://searchedu. 
com/, S e a rch M il http ://searchm il.com / and 
Sea rch G o v  http://searchgov.com/ are already 
in action . N o w  here is Sea rch eBo o ks. This 
site does not have  its ow n  a rch ive  —  it just
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points to sources of e lec tron ic  books on the 
w eb. You can use it to search for a specific 
author, or you can  see w h a t is around on a 
top ic. Results are a bit o f a jum b le . If you 
search for S tephen  King, you  get p eop le  
grousing about his pub lish ing  o n line  at all, 
articles about him , links to bestseller listings 
at A m azon .com , as w e ll as links to m aterial 
he has published on line .

U sed  book lo v e r ’s guides
This site at http://bookhunterpress.com/ pro ­
vides access to seven regional guides to over 
7900 used, out-of-print or antiquarian book­
sellers in the U n ited  States and Canada. The 
guides, from  B o o k  H un te r Press, can  be 
searched for dealers of interest, and p rovide 
phone details and m ailing  addresses as w e ll 
as o n lin e  addresses w h e re  a va ila b le . You  
can see a sam ple dealer listing. Locations of 
dea lers and bookshops in c lu d e  N e w  Eng­
land, the M id- A tlan tic  states and C anad a , 
though this information w ill p robably be less 
re levant to lib rarians here.

M em orab le  maps
M ap  Co llections, 1 544-1 999, is part of the 
A m erican  M em o ry  section of the Library of 
Congress. The site, at http://memory.loc.gov/ 
am m em /gm dhtm l/gm dhom e.htm l, is a 
searchab le co llec tion  of a sm all part of the 
L ib rary 's  G eo g rap h y  and M ap  D iv is io n , 
w h ich  contains 4.5 m illion  maps. The w eb  
co llec tio n  o n ly  inc ludes those m aps that 
have been converted  to d ig ital form . The 
maps have been d iv ided  up into seven topic 
areas such as Cities and towns, M ilitary cam ­
paigns and battles (som ething for the C iv il 
W a r  buffs there), and D isco very  and exp lo ­
ration, am ong others. If you do not w an t to 
search by topic, you can perform a keyword 
search, or browse indexes by map creator or 
geograph ic loca tion . The maps are m ostly 
out of copyright so they can be dow nloaded.

Repo rt on progress
The B la ir Labour G overnm en t (U n ited  King­
dom ) has recently  pub lished  an annual re­
port for 1999/2000 [h ttp ://w w w . 
annualreport.gov.uk/]. The report, accord ing 
to Prim e M in ister Tony B la ir, sets out w hat 
the governm ent has done, the effect it has 
had, and w hat needs to be and w ill be done 
next. Sections are tied into m anifesto c o m ­
m itm ents. T op ics  in c lu d e  the eco n om y, 
w o rk  and w e lfa re , Europe, health , e d u c a ­
tion, transport and crim e, and also includes 
images from short films on front line pub lic  
sector work.

W i le y  porta ls
W i le y  Publishers have set up three n ew  re­
search  ga tew ays, for ana to m y http:// 
w w w .  w i le y .c o m / p ro d  u c ts / s u b je c  t/l if e/ 
anatom y/, genetics h ttp ://w w w .w iley .com / 
products/subject/life/genetics/ and n eu ro ­
s c ie n ce  h ttp ://w w w .w iley .com /products/ 
sub ject/life/neuroscience/. The three look 
qu ite different, but p rovide access to W i le y  
journals and books of interest on each topic, 
as w e ll as to se lected  internet resources of 
use. The gene tics  g a tew ay  also  p rovides 
links to pub lic  databases in genetics w h ich  
m ay be handy  for peop le  research ing  the 
top ic . A ll three gatew ays are p rim arily  d e ­
signed to show case W ile y 's  pub lications in 
print and C D - R O M , but you can get sam ple 
jou rna l artic les and a lot of pub lica tion  in ­
form ation  at each  of the sites.

T h e  on line  body
Pro ject Bartleby has added C ray's Anatom y 
o f the Hum an Body  to its co llec tion  of c la s ­
sic books at h ttp ://ww w.bartleby.com /107/. 
The w eb  edition is taken from the 1918 pub­
lica tio n  and  inc lu d es  1247 engravings, 
m any of w h ic h  are in co lou r, as w e ll as a 
su b ject index w ith  13 000 entries. If you  
prefer, you can get inform ation by using the 
hyperlinked  tab le of contents.

B ig  tow ns
C ity  popu la tion  [http://www.citypopulation. 
de/] is a G erm an  site, also a va ilab le  in Eng­
lish, w h ic h  p rov ides in fo rm ation  on c ity  
populations around the w orld . The inform a­
tion is quite com prehensive , ranking cities 
by size, as w e ll as a lp h abe tica lly , w ith in  a 
cou n try . If you  need to kn o w  h o w  m any 
p eo p le  live  in G ee lo n g  or Bend igo , this is 
the p lace  to look.

T w o  m ore fo r the 
v ir tu a l re fe rence co llection
The W o r ld  T im e Server [h ttp ://w w w . 
w orldtim eserver.com /] is a fast-loading new  
site for find ing w orld  times. You can get the 
tim e for a country, or for m ajor cities w ith in  
it. The all nations te lephone search engine 
[ h t tp :/ / w w w .e s c a p e a r t is t .c o m / g lo b a l/  
telephone.htm ] provides d ia lling  codes and 
links to appropriate searchab le phone d irec ­
tories. You select the country you are calling  
from, as w ell as the country you want to call, 
and you are then presented w ith  d ia llin g  
codes and links to as m any phone directories 
(in c lud ing  business d irectories) that the site 
can d ig up for you. Som e of the d irectories 
m ay be in languages other than English. ■
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This column [with URL links] can be found

Gf t

Contributions and 
suggestions for this 
column are always 
welcome. Please 
contact Belinda 

Weaver via e-mail.

W iley Publuhero 
have vet up three new 

research gatewayo. 
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hookv o f intereot on 
each topic, ao well ao 
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rejoiirceo...
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