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The A m oc in turn will 
continue to operate the 
voucher eye tan  for the 
benefit o f the eector 
following the 
introduction of the 
G S T  on I  Ju ly  2000

Ubiquity and the GST
Despite the Prim e M in ister's  recent as­

surances that a ll w ill  be sunsh ine 
and roses w ith  the G S T  after 1 Ju ly  

2000 there are still m any im plem entation is­
sues for our sector to be reso lved . O n e  of 
these is the voucher system for interlend ing 
and docum ent delivery. O n  the brighter side, 
the sector has the opportun ity  to partic ipate 
in the cam paign for the prom otion of books, 
reading and literacy com ponent of the Book 
Industry Assistance Plan .

The Association  w ill con tinue to operate 
the voucher system for the benefit of the sec­
tor fo llow in g  the introduction  of the G S T  on 
1 Ju ly  2000. A num ber of organisations have 
been advised  by their fin an ce  sections that 
under the N e w  Tax System  they w ill be re­
quired to operate an in vo ice  and cash pay ­
m ent system  rather than use A L IA  inter-li­
brary loan  vouchers, w e  b e lie ve  that it is 
possib le  for lib raries to con tin u e  to use 
vouchers  for paym ent after 1 Ju ly  2000. In 
ea rly  A pril w e  w ill be w riting  to each  Insti­
tutional and V o u ch er m em ber w ith  sugges­
tions for record keep ing and reporting to as­
sist them  in setting up a system to use the 
vouchers and meet G S T  requirem ents.

After 1 Ju ly  2000 a ten per cent G S T  w ill 
be payab le to A L IA  (the supplier) on the han­
d ling fee for the issue of voucherst. It is im ­
portant to rem em ber that w hen  purchasing 
the vo u ch e r from A L IA  you are purchasing 
currency and this is w h y  G ST  is on ly  paid on 
the se rv ice  of issuing the vouchers  to you. 
H o w eve r, w hen  the vo u ch e r is used to pay 
for a service , that is an inter-library loan, it 
is the va lu e  of the serv ice  (supply) w h ich  at­
tracts G ST . The vo u ch e r  w ill be redeem ed 
from A L IA  for its full face  (cu rrency) va lue . 
Every voucher in circu lation  is guaranteed by 
the Assoc ia tion  to be redeem ed at full face 
va lue .

The G S T  w ill n o rm a lly  app ly  to each  in ­
ter- library loan transaction . As long as the 
se rv ice  p rov id ed  is not considered  a GST- 
free supply, the supp lier w ill be required to 
charge G S T  on the va lue  of the supply and 
to generate a tax invoice/receipt. For exam ­
ple, assum e L ib ra ry  1 purchases co p y in g  
services to the va lu e  of $12 from Lib rary 2. 
L ib rary 2 w ill be required to charge Lib rary 
1 $ 1 3.20, being $ 1 2 plus ten per cent G ST . 
Library 1 w ill pay for the service w ith vo u ch ­
ers to the va lue  of $1 3.20. L ibrary 2 w ill re­
m it $1.20 to the A T O  through its Business 
A ctiv ity  Statem ent. L ib rary 1 w ill be entitled 
to an input tax cred it of $1.20.

Inter-library loan vouchers are curren tly  
ava ilab le  in $1, $3, $6, $9 and $1 2 den om i­

nations. For the purpose of handling the G ST  
com ponent A L IA  w ill have ava ilab le  for pur­
chase new  vouchers w h ich  include  the G ST  
for use after 1 Ju ly  2000. A L IA  w ill also have 
ava ilab le  for purchase vouchers for the G ST  
com p onen t on ly , to add to those vouchers 
curren tly  in c ircu la tion . Before printing the 
new  vouchers w e  w ill be seeking the agree­
ment on interlending and docum ent de livery  
charges so that the co rrec t d en o m ina tio n s  
can be provided.

The application  of the G ST  to contra deal 
inter- lib rary loan arrangem ents is not yet 
c lear and w e  are seeking further inform ation 
and c la rification  on behalf of our m em bers. 
T e ch n ica lly  inter-library lend ing is a taxab le 
service , even if it is provided  free of charge. 
This is because the assum ption  is that the 
receiving library w ill reciprocate and provide 
a se rv ice  o f s im ilar va lu e  at som e tim e. So 
even though the inter-library loan is not paid 
for, the G S T  m ay still need to be accoun ted  
for. Further, the tax treatm ent for contra ar­
rangem ents betw een  lib raries w ith in  the 
sam e organisation such as branches or d iv i­
sions m ay be different (that is not taxable) to 
that for contra arrangem ents betw een  lib rar­
ies in different organisations.

Bookse lle rs , authors, pub lishers, the 
printing industry, the lib rary sector and lit­
e racy  and ed u cation  groups fought hard 
against a G S T  on books. In response to that 
opposition the C o m m onw ea lth  G overnm en t 
has a llocated  $8 m illion  ($2 m illion  a year) 
to a cam paign 'to promote the intrinsic va lue  
of books, reading and literacy (p a rticu la rly  
for ch ild ren ) and the books of A ustra lian  
w rite rs ' as part of its Book  Industry A ssist­
ance Plan. The Australia Council has respon­
sib ility  for the deve lopm ent of the cam paign 
and has established a Reference G ro u p  w ith  
representation from the national booksellers, 
authors, publishers, and lite racy  educators 
assoc ia tions, A L IA , C A SL , the C h ild ren 's  
Book  C o u n c il and governm ent.

At the first m eeting the fo llo w in g  overa ll 
o b je c tives  or p rin c ip les  for the four-year 
cam paign  w ere  d iscussed and agreed:

• A w aren ess  of and integration  w ith  other 
e lem ents of the Book Industry Assistance 
P lan , p a rticu la r ly  Ed u cation  Lend ing  
Rights (ELR) paym ents to authors, p rim ary 
school libraries purchases and book indus­
try statistics.

• D eve lopm ent of new  readership ('g row ing  
the m arket') w h ile  m a in ta in ing  curren t 
readership.

• Equity of access to reading and books, par­
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t icu la rly  am ong groups (tor exam ple boys 
and low e r socio-econom ic groups) identi­
fied as re luctan t readers and/or hav ing  
low er literacy rates.

• U tilise  local booksellers as a com m unity- 
based lite racy/educa tiona l resource 
through the ir activ ities in schoo ls and li­
braries.

• C ons ider long-term benefits and health of 
the industry as a w ho le .

• Sustainab ility and potential for self-funding 
beyond  the four-year cam paign.

• M ax im ise  existing industry a llian ces  and 
establish a lliances w ith other media —  TV, 
radio and m agazines.

• Take a cco u n t of increas ing  detrim en t to 
book industry from sales through overseas 
internet booksellers.

• Bu ild  on or adapt successful prom otional 
strategies from overseas that can be used 
in the dom estic market.

Four m ajor com ponents w ere  agreed on:

• p rom otiona l com ponen ts that p rod uce  
benefic ia l results for the book industry in 
the short-term and that cou ld  be im p le ­
m ented in the short-term, based on su c ­
cessful overseas prom otions;

• p rom otiona l com ponen ts that p rod uce  
long-term results, w h ich  w o u ld  con tin u e  
beyond  the four-year cam paign ;

• a n ationa lly  significant and com m ercia lly-  
based g a tew ay  w ebs ite  to prom ote read ­
ing, books and book sales, w ith  links to 
existing cultural and com m ercia l websites; 
and

• qualita tive  research on reading and book- 
buying/book-borrow ing habits (as d istinct 
from quantitative/statistical analysis).

W ith  so m uch expertise w ith in  our m em ­
bership  the cam p aign  prom ises enorm ous 
scope for our future invo lvem en t and great 
opportunities for co llaborating w ith the other 
representative groups. ■
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S p o n so re d  bv  th e  In fo rm a tio n  Science S ec tio n  o f  th e  
A u stra lian  L ib ra ry  an d  In fo rm a tio n  A sso c ia tio n  (A L IA ). 
T h e  1 9 9 9  co n feren ce  d rew  o v er 1 2 5 0  de leg ates an d  6 7  
ex h ib ito rs . In n o v a tiv e , p ractical an d  research  p ap e rs  are 
in v ite d  o n  all aspects o f  th e  e lec tro n ic  in fo rm a tio n  
e n v iro n m e n t.
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p re sen ta tio n s  w h ich  
d em y stify  te c h n o lo g y  ^  
an d  th e  ap p lica tio n s u sed  
to  d e liv er in fo rm a tio n  services 
case s tu d ie s  o n  th e  crea tiv e  use o f  te c h n o lo g y  in  the  
in fo rm a tio n  services in d u s try

P A P E R S  A R E  P A R T IC U L A R L Y  W E L C O M E  O N :
• p a r tn e rsh ip s  and  co llab o ra tio n s  in d e liv erin g  o n lin e  

in fo rm a tio n  sendees
• th e  ro le  o f  d ig ita l c o m m u n ic a tio n s  &  n e tw o rk in g  

te ch n o lo g ie s
• o n lin e  le a rn in g  e n v iro n m en ts
• o n lin e  access issues
• n ew  careers fro m  n ew  tech n o lo g ies
• in te rface  d esig n
P A P E R S  M AY T A K E  T H E  FO RM  O F:
• w h a t’s h o t  - in n o v a tio n s  in  o n lin e  in fo rm a tio n
• d iscussio n s o f  sig n ifican t po lic ies, issues an d  tren d s
• critica l o v erv iew s o f  key in fo rm a tio n  p ro d u c ts  an d  

services w ith  a su b jec t focus (eg. law, bu sin ess , h ea lth  
serv ices, e d u c a tio n , c o m m u n ity  sen d ees, etc)

In fo rm a tio n  O n lin e  2 0 0 1 , provides a d yn a m ic  fo r u m  for 
n e tw o rk in g  w ith  experts, colleagues a n d  vendors in  a 
d yn a m ic  in fo rm a tio n  e n v iro n m e n t - a v ir tu a l  world, 
red es ig n in g  the w ay we live, th in k  a n d  use in fo rm a tio n .

P R O P O S A L S  M A Y  B E L O D G E D  O N L IN E  AT: 
www.csu.edu.au/special/online2001

O R  E M A IL E D  IN  R T F  F O R M A T  T O : 
online2001 @acms. com.au

NO LATER T H A N  MONDAY I MAY 2000
INFORM ATION ONLINE 2001 SECRETARIAT:

A C M S C o n v en tio ns &  E xh ib itions P ty  L td  
P.O. Box 4 6 8 , P ad d in g to n , N S W  2021 

Tel: + 61 2 9332 4622 • Fax: + 61 2 9332 4066

M arch 2000 £ f  M <1 V / V ' 7

http://www.csu.edu.au/special/online2001

