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The two views of CPD
T h e  D e c e m b e r  is s u e  o f  in C ite  
g a v e  u s  o p p o s in g  v i e w s  o n  th e  
d e b a t e  o v e r  c o n t i n u in g  p r o f e s ­
s io n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  ( C P D ) .  T h e  
w r i t e r  s u p p o r t in g  C P D  w o r k s  in  
in n e r - c i t y  P e r t h ,  a n d  t h e  w r i t e r  
w h o  is a g a in s t  it l i v e s  in  r e g io n a l  
Q u e e n s l a n d .  C o u ld  t h e s e  d i f f e r ­
in g  v i e w s  b e  a n o t h e r  e x a m p le  o f  
t h e  w i d e n i n g  g a p  b e t w e e n  t o w n  
a n d  c o u n t r y  o n  is s u e s  t h a t  a f f e c t  
u s ?  W e  s a w  it in  t h e  r e p u b l i c a n  
d e b a t e ,  a n d  it s e e m s  t h a t  w e  a r e  
s e e in g  it y e t  a g a in  in  t h e  ' C P D  
d e b a t e ' .

T h i s  o b s e r v a t io n  m a y  h e lp  to  
e x p la in  w h y  I (a n  in n e r - c i t y  
d w e l l e r )  s u p p o r t  t h e  i m p l e m e n ­
t a t io n  o f  t h e  C P D  s u b c a t e g o r y .  I 
w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  a g r e e  w i t h  K e r r y  
S m i t h  ( ' I n  d e f e n c e  o f  C P D ' ,  
in C ite ,  D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 9 ,  p 5 )  t h a t  
t h e  C P D  s u b c a t e g o r y  w i l l  e n ­
a b l e  A s s o c ia t io n  m e m b e r s  to  
h a v e  t h e i r  p r o f e s s io n a l  d e d i c a ­
t io n  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  le a r n in g  
r e c o g n i s e d  b y  b o t h  c u r r e n t  a n d  
f u t u r e  e m p lo y e r s .  A t  t h e  s a m e  
t im e ,  I s y m p a t h i s e  w i t h  R o g e r

H a w c r o f t ' s  c o m p la i n t  ( 'D o n ' t  
b l a m e  t h e  v i c t i m ' ,  in C ite , D e ­
c e m b e r  1 9 9 9 ,  p 5 )  t h a t  h e  o f t e n  
f in d s  t h e  t y r a n n y  o f  d i s t a n c e  
d e n ie s  h im  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  a t t e n d  
c o n f e r e n c e s .

F r o m  m y  o w n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  e v e n  
if t h e  d i s t a n c e  t o  v e n u e s  d o e s  
n o t  u s u a l l y  p r e s e n t  a  p r o b le m  to  
'c i t y - s l i c k e r  l ib r a r i a n s ' ,  l ib r a r ia n s  
w h o  w o r k  in  a  c i t y  a r e  o f t e n  
u n a b le  to  a t t e n d  a  t h r e e - d a y  (o r  
e v e n  a  o n e - d a y )  c o n f e r e n c e  
b e c a u s e  l o w  s t a f f  n u m b e r s  
m e a n  t h e y  c a n n o t  b e  s p a r e d .
Y e t  t h e s e  s a m e  l ib r a r ia n s  o f t e n  
t r y  t o  a t t e n d  a s  m a n y  w o r k s h o p s  
a s  t h e y  c a n  a t  c o n f e r e n c e s .  
A g r e e d ,  t h e  s m a l l  d is t a n c e  
b e t w e e n  v e n u e  a n d  w o r k p l a c e  
le ts  t h e s e  l ib r a r ia n s  a t t e n d  
c o n f e r e n c e s  o n  a n  a d  h o c  b a s is ,  
b u t  c o n f e r e n c e  a t t e n d a n c e  is 
o n l y  o n e  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  b e in g  
a c c r e d i t e d  w i t h  a  C P D .

F r o m  m y  r e a d in g  o f  t h e  N o v e m ­
b e r  is s u e  o f  in C ite  (p p  2 0 - 1 )  I 
u n d e r s ta n d  th a t  C P D  a c c r e d i t a t io n  
w i l l  b e  g iv e n  to  m e m b e r s  w h o  
p a r t ic ip a t e  in  a c t iv i t ie s  s u c h  as :

• p r o f e s s io n a l  r e a d in g ;

• f o r m a l  e d u c a t io n  a n d  t r a in in g ;

• in fo r m a l le a r n in g  a c t iv i t ie s ;  a n d

• w o r k p l a c e  l e a r n in g

M r  H a w c r o f t  s a y s  in  h is  le t te r  
t h a t  h e  r e c e n t l y  o b t a in e d  h is  
m a s te r s  d e g r e e .  A s  I u n d e r s t a n d  
it, t h is  d e g r e e  w i l l  g o  a  lo n g  w a y  
t o w a r d s  h is  C P D  a c c r e d i t a t io n ,  
a s  w i l l  t h e  w o r k p l a c e  l e a r n in g  
h e  l is ts  in  h is  le t te r .

I f e e l  t h a t  M r  F l a w c r o f t  is  a r g u ­
in g  f r o m  a  ' t h e m  a n d  u s '  p e r ­
s p e c t i v e .  T h e  ' t h e m '  is  a  
s u p p o s e d  'e l i t e  c l i q u e '  w i t h i n  
A L I A ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  'h ig h  f l ie r s '  
w h o  s h in e  b r ig h t  a t  c o n f e r e n c e  
g a t h e r in g s ;  t h e  'u s '  is t h e  l ik e s  o f  
M r  H a w c r o f t .  I t h in k  m o s t  l ib r a r ­
ia n s  ( i n c l u d in g  m e )  b e lo n g  to  
t h e  'u s '  c a m p  —  I t o o  r a r e l y  
h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  a t t e n d  
c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  a m  f a r  f r o m  
b e in g  a  b r ig h t  s ta r  w i t h i n  t h e  
in d u s t r y .  Y e t  I d o n 't  s e e  t h is  a s  
a n  im p e d im e n t  to  m y  c a r e e r .  I 
u s e  w h a t  I l e a r n  f r o m  c o n f e r ­
e n c e s  a n d  c o n f e r e n c e  p a p e r s  in

m y  d a i l y  w o r k .  I a l s o  u s e  w h a t  I 
l e a r n  f r o m  m y  o t h e r  r e a d in g  in  
m y  j o b .  A n d  t h is  is w h y  I b e ­
l i e v e  t h e  C P D  s u b c a t e g o r y  is  a  
g o o d  c o n c e p t .  It w i l l  r e c o g n is e  
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  I t a k e  p a r t  in  to  
d e v e l o p  m y  p r o f e s s io n a l  s k i l ls .

C o n t r a r y  t o  M r  H a w c r o f t ' s  
a s s e r t io n  t h a t  t h e  C P D  
s u b c a t e g o r y  is  a n  'e l i t i s t  c a t ­
e g o r y ' ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  it g iv e s  a l l  
d e d i c a t e d  l ib r a r ia n s  t h e  o p p o r ­
t u n i t y  t o  h a v e  t h e i r  h a rd  w o r k  
r e c o g n is e d  b y  t h e i r  f e l l o w  
p ro f e s s io n a ls .

Lawrence Jones, Annandale
Your voice

Y o u r le tte rs  on a n y  issu e  o f  
re le v a n ce  to the lib ra ry  a n d  
in fo rm a tio n  se c to r are  
w elco m ed .

All letters should be addressed to the 
inCite editor and may be e-mailed to 
in c ite @ a lia .o rg .a u , or faxed  to 
02 6282 2249, or posted to: Your voice, 
ALIA, PO Box E441, Kingston ACT 2604. 
Please include your name and postal 
address with your letter or e-mail. 

Letters will be accepted for publication 
until the 18th o f the month.

Book Repair BREAKTHROUGHA REVOLUTIONARY
that will save you TIME & MONEY!

Professional Quality Endpaper Repair Kit
UNCONDITIONAL

GUARANTEE
We re so confident 
that you'll find 
Book Bandage 
absolutely essential 
to your library that 
if, for any reason, 
you're unhappy, 
Candida Stationery 
will refund your 
Starter Kit purchase 
price in full upon 
return.

A n yo n e  can  use B o o k  B an d ag e !
That means damaged books can be back in circulation 
almost instantly. For many larger libraries that could 
mean thousands of dollars saved in labour and traditional 
book repair costs. Plus there may be no need to discard 
those books you thought were too difficult to repair.
As an extra bonus Book Bandage is 
also ideal for adding longer 
life to new books.
So for greater efficiency 
and professional 
results protect your 
libraries greatest 
assets by using the 
revolutionary new 
Book Bandage.

Special Limited Offer

CONTACT US NOW !

FREE FAX 1-800-CANDIDA (1-800-226-343)

Candida Envelopes Pty Ltd
2/31 Bridge Rd 
Sydney
Ph.61-2-9516 5622 
Fax. 61-2-9516 5287

* plus Tax i f  applicable

C A N D I D A
Stationery

Unlike costly, time consuming traditional methods of repair, Book Bandage requires no glue, messy brushes, special tools or training.
Incredibly all it takes is just 5 minutes to repair a standard book's end covers.
And remember, your time is money!

C a ll  us n o w  to  o rd e r o u r  S pecia l In tr o d u c to ry  
B o o k  B a n d a g e  S ta r te r  K i t .  JUST $ £ ^ , 4 0  *

Delivered to your library. Includes a free instructiomtl video.
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