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An O ly m p ic  T o rch , O ly m p ic  m edals, o ffic ia l id e n 
tity  passes, m inutes o f o ffic ia l m eetings o f the  o r 
g a n is in g  c o m m itte e , a m enu  from  a re stau ran t 

attended  by O ly m p ic  o ffic ia ls, a visitors guestbook signed 
by the D u k e  o f Ed inburgh  and  o ther o ffic ia l guests, a ll are 
part o f in the State L ib ra ry  o f V ic to r ia 's  co lle c t io n  of 1 956 
O ly m p ic  m a te ria l. O th e r  item s in c lu d e  o ffic ia l p u b l ic a 
tions, p rog ram s, ticke ts , photos, b ro ch u re s  and  g u id e 
books.

T o  m ake  this m a te ria l m o re  a c c e s s ib le  and  to m ake  
p eo p le  m ore a w a re  o f w h a t m ateria l on the  1956 O ly m 
p ics the  lib ra ry  ho lds, a w e b s ite  w a s  c rea ted . T h e  1956 
M e lb o u rn e  O ly m p ic s  [h ttp ://w w w .slv.v ic .gov.au/slv/exh i-  
b itions/o lym p ics] d isp lays som e of the m ateria l held  by the 
lib rary . It a lso  p ro v id es  a short h isto ry  o f the G am es , facts 
and  figures, anecdo tes, statistics, results, a b ib lio g rap h y  of 
all m ateria l held  by the lib rary  on the 1956 O lym p ic s , and  
num erous im ages from  the lib ra ry 's  p ic tu re  co lle c tio n , and 
photog raphs from  co n tem p o ra ry  n ew sp ap e r reports.

O n e  o f the h igh ligh ts  of the  O ly m p ic  c o lle c t io n  is the 
o ffic ia l in v ita tio n  sent to V IP s . T h is  is a lam b 's  w o o l c o v 
ered  book, ex to lling  the virtues of M e lb o u rn e 's  creden tia ls  
as an O ly m p ic  host c ity . A n o th e r  in teresting  item  is the 
m enu  from  a lu n ch e o n  at the M e n z ie s  H o te l for O ly m p ic  
o ffic ia ls  in N o v e m b e r  1956. O n  the m enu  w e re  such  d e 
lights as C a n a p e 's  R ich e , C ream  o f A sparagus Soup , F ille t 
of S o le  M e u n ie re , C h ic k e n  M a ry la n d , B o m b e  H en ri and  
W e ls h  Rareb it.

T h e  program s, o f w h ic h  there are m any, m ake  interest
ing read ing . T h e  m ain  en te rta in m en t for the o p en in g  c e r 
e m o n y  w as  a d isp la y  by m a rch in g  m ilita ry  bands, a c h o 
ral p e rfo rm an ce  and  the re lease  o f four thousand  p igeons 
into the air. To  this w a s  ad ded  the trad itiona l e lem en ts  of 
the a rriva l o f the  O ly m p ic  to rch , and  the rend itio n  o f the 
O ly m p ic  oath. In c lu d ed  in the 1 956 program , but u n like ly  
to fea ture  in the S y d n e y  p rogram , w a s  a b lessing  from  the 
A n g lican  A rch b isho p  o f M e lb o u rn e . The c losing  ce rem o n y  
program  w as  b rief by con tem po ra ry  standards but d id  c o n 
tain an interesting rend ition  of W a ltz in g  M a tild a , w ith  n ew  
lyrics , in c lu d in g  som e A b o r ig in a l w o rds.

M u ch  of the a tm osp here  of the 1 956 O ly m p ic s  is c a p 
tu red  in the  p h o to g rap h s  o f the  tim e . T h e  lib ra ry  h o ld s 
m a n y  O ly m p ic  p h o to g rap h s . M a n y  o f these  h a v e  been  
used in the w eb s ite . So m e  o f these w ill  soon be a v a ila b le  
as E-Cards w h ic h  can  be eas ily  d o w n lo ad ed  from  the w e b 
site  and  e- m a iled  to a fr ien d  w ith  a short m essag e  a t
ta ch ed . Fam ous scenes such  as Ron  C la rk e  c a rry in g  the 
O ly m p ic  to rch  in to  the  O ly m p ic  S tad iu m  or Be tty  
C u th b e rt, m ou th  c h a ra c te r is t ic a l ly  w id e  o p en  bu rstin g  
ahead  of her riva ls in the sprint even ts can  be revis ited . O f  
interest too are the m any casual p ictures of the ath letes en 
jo y in g  them se lves  at the O ly m p ic  V illa g e .

There  are m an y p ictures of ath letes d isp lay ing  som e as
pect o f the ir cu ltu re  w h ic h  1 956 M e lb o u rn ian s  cons id ered  
ex trao rd inarily  exotic . T h e  m an n er in w h ich  these p ictures
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w e re  taken  and  p resen ted  in the  press te lls  us as m u ch  
a b o u t h o w  A u s tra lia n s  in te rp re ted  the  w o r ld  in 195 6 . 
O th e r  p ic tu re s  d o cu m e n t the  im p a c t  the  O ly m p ic s  had  
upon  the c ity  and  its p eo p le ; from  the vast c ro w d s  w h ic h  
th ronged  the c ity  on  the e v e  o f the G a m e s  to the  n u m er
ous p ic tu res  o f the O ly m p ic  d e co ra tio n s  w h ic h  ad o rn ed  
the c ity . The most no tab le  of these w as  perhaps the tw en ty  
m etre illu m in a te d  O ly m p ic  T o rch  w h ic h  w a s  susp end ed  
a b o v e  the  in tersec tion  o f F lin de rs  and  Sw an s to n  Streets.

From  the lib ra ry 's  ex ten s ive  c o lle c t io n  o f n ew sp ap ers  
the sa turation  c o v e ra g e  of O ly m p ic  n ew s in an O ly m p ic  
C ity  can  be perused . A lo n g  w ith  a ll the  co v e ra g e  o f the 
h igh ligh ts o f the G am es , are such  gem s as the  story o f the 
se iz u re  by cus to m s o ffic ia ls , o f im p o rted  S w is s  starting  
guns w h ic h  w e re  in tended  for use in the G am es . T h e  guns 
w e re  in b reach  o f V ic to r ia n  fire-arm s leg is la t io n  w h ic h  
p ro h ib ited  the  use o f guns c a p a b le  of fir ing  live  a m m u n i
tion  in a th le tic s  events.

N o th in g  can  co m p are  to the ex p e r ie n ce  o f be ing  in an 
O ly m p ic  C ity  d u ring  the G a m e s  but by v is itin g  repo s ito r
ies o f O ly m p ic  m a te ria l and  w e b s ite s  w h ic h  m ak e  that 
m a te ria l m o re  w id e ly  a v a ila b le  w e  can  a ll h a v e  a little  
taste o f an O ly m p ic  ex p e r ie n ce . ■
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