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W ith  A ustra lian  

delegates m aking  

up only one per 

cent o f the total 

delegates it is 

gratifying  to see 

that their 

contribution and 

im pact is fa r  

greater...

Australian librarians, 
global influence...
I am w riting  this in Jerusalem  at the IFLA  

2000 conference w here  'the people of the 
book w e lco m e  the keepers of the book ' 

w ith the them e 'Information for co-operation: 
creating the global library of the future'.

In Jerusalem  it is impossible to escape the 
past, present and the future. O ve r 3000 years 
of c iv iliz a tio n s  and Jew ish , M oslem  and 
Christian history blend into the present, not 
a lw ays  co-operative ly. The future is being 
fought for lo ca lly  and g lob a lly  and m ay or 
may not be determ ined on 13 September.

IFLA  has some w ay  to go yet before it is 
truly international. Like so m any associations 
it is changing —  this council (the members) 
has voted on a new  governance model and 
there are extensive discussions on im proving 
structure and com m un ication . Pa lestin ian , 
Arab  and m any other M oslem  librarians are 
not participating in this conference for po liti
cal reasons. Lesser-developed countries are 
under-represented for financial reasons. In a 
discussion on im proving the participation of 
members from Africa, Latin Am erica, the Car
ibbean, Asia and O cean ia  one delegate from 
Senegal ve ry  correctly  said: 'the reason w e 
cannot partic ipate  is fin an c ia l not in te lle c 
tual'. F low  to make IFLA  more inclusive is a 
cha llenge for all its d iv isions and members.

A L IA  is the Australian national association 
representative. In this cap ac ity  w e  hold a 
large block of votes, and w e  are able to nom i
nate representatives for positions on or e le c 
tion to the various com m ittees. It also places 
us in the major international library and infor
mation forum.

IFLA  presents tw o  opportun ities to our 
sector: to raise the profile of Australian library 
and information services internationally; and 
to open our thinking of how  w e practise to in
c lude practices in other countries.

W ith  Australian delegates making up only 
one per cent of the total delegates it is grati
fying to see that their contribution and impact 
is far greater.

At the com m ittee level A lex Byrne chairs 
the com m ittee on Free Access to Information 
and Freedom  of Expression and N ick  Smith 
(A LC C /A D A ) is on the C opyrigh t and other 
Legal Matters com mittee. Both these com m it
tees work with all IFLA  divisions and report to 
the execu tive  board. This representation 
places us at the forefront of international de
bate over matters cu rren tly  of great s ign ifi
cance  to our sector —  freedom  of access to 
information, censorship, e lectron ic  filtering, 
copyright, intellectual property and licencing 
in the digital environm ent. The recent lobby
ing w e  undertook regarding libraries in for-

profit organisations and copyright exemptions 
under the Digital Agenda Bill has also been or 
is being undertaken in countries such as 
Canada and Scand inavia .

Australia  is also represented on com m it
tees for national, parliamentary, public and art 
libraries, education  and training, theory and 
research, Asia and Pacific  region, and m an
agem ent of lib rary associations. There have 
been a num ber of papers presented by Aus
tralians on a range of topics and com m entary 
on the Australian situation from the floor.

It is a great opportunity for me to catch up 
on what is happening in other associations. As 
the Board of Directors is about to put together 
next year's budget I cannot help but envy the 
Sw edish  Lib rary Association  w h ich  set up a 
library supplies and services com pany many 
years ago and it now  provides ninety per cent 
of their incom e.

The n ew ly  formed Library Association of 
South A frica  (L IA SA  —  also m eaning 'd aw n ') 
is very keen to work w ith  A L IA  in setting up 
their association. The Indian Library Associa
tion is focussing on establishing an im proved 
salary scale for librarians —  a com m on theme 
around the w orld . In m any respects, whether 
the 200 m em ber Trin idad and Tobago Asso
c iation  (run by vo lunteers out of tw o  filing  
cabinets) or the 60 000 member Am erican Li
brary Association, w e  share m any issues. The 
Trinidad and Tobago Association managed to 
turn around a decis ion  by a new  governm ent 
to not proceed w ith  building the national li
brary. A ll associations present are seeking 
ways to increase membership, attract younger 
members, encourage member participation in 
spite of com peting demands for their time and 
focus on professional deve lopm ent. Library 
and inform ation services are fundam ental to 
dem ocracy, literacy is a necessity to partic i
pate in a dem ocracy. Literacy is as big an is
sue in d eve lop ed  countries as it is in lesser 
developed countries. As an African  delegate 
stated 'a d v o ca cy  is no longer a cho ice , it is 
essential to ensure the future of libraries in 
society'.

Standards are about to be fina lised  for 
public libraries and education . A ll this is just 
a slice of the huge IFLA  agenda. The confer
ence program  and m any of the papers are 
ava ilab le  on the IFLA  w ebs ite  http:// 
w w w .ifla .o rg

I have m anaged to catch up w ith  several 
people w h o  w ill be attending A LIA 20 00  and 
appreciated com m ents from a num ber of oth
ers w ho  have seen the program and are very 
impressed. Australia may be a long w ay  aw ay 
for many but it is w e ll and truly on the m ap!»
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