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U ntil th is y e a r  I h a v e  b ee n  a c ity  
d w e lle r ,  l iv in g  in B r is b a n e  an d  
w o rk in g  as te a ch e r  an d  teacher-  

lib ra rian  in C a th o lic  sch oo ls . A t the  end  
o f  1 9 9 9 , in se a rch  o f  a n e w  d ire c t io n  
fo r m y  life, I a c c e p te d  a te a ch e r- lib ra r ­
ian  po sitio n  w ith in  T o o w o o m b a  C a th o ­
lic  E d u c a t io n .

T e a c h e r- lib ra r ia n  p la c e m e n t  in 
s c h o o ls  is a n e w  ve n tu re  fo r the  T o o w ­
o o m b a  d io c e s e  a n d  at p resen t the re  a re  
fo u r  o f  us. T h re e  a re  b a se d  in T o o w ­
o o m b a  an d  tra ve l to c o v e r  a ll C a th o lic  
s ch o o ls  in an d  a ro u n d  T o o w o o m b a , as 
fa r as C h in c h i l la .  M y  b ase  is St M a ry 's  
s c h o o l,  C h a r le v i l le ,  in th e  s o u th w e s t  
c o rn e r  o f Q u e e n s la n d .

R a re ly  h a v in g  b ee n  w e s t  o f T o o w ­
o o m b a  o r so far a w a y  from  m y  fa m ily , 
it w a s  w ith  so m e  t re p id a t io n  a n d  a 
se n se  o f a d v e n tu re  th a t I b e g a n  th e  
jo u rn e y  to  m y  n e w  h o m e  in 
C h a r le v i l le .  I h ad  not seen  th e  h o u se  I 
w a s  to  l iv e  in o r m et a n y  c o l le a g u e s  
an d  I had  no  id e a  o f w h a t  C h a r le v i l le  
w a s  g o in g  to  b e  lik e , a lth o u g h  I h ad  
b e e n  to ld  tha t it w a s  a f r ie n d ly  a n d  
w e lc o m in g  p la c e .

W e l l ,  I h a v e  b e e n  h e re  fo r six 
m o n th s  n o w  a n d  h a v e  lo v e d  e v e r y  
m in u te  o f  it! I h a v e  m a d e  l ife lo n g  
fr ien ds  and  h a v e  fa llen  in lo v e  w ith  the 
c o u n tr y s id e , th e  p e o p le  a n d  th e  l ife ­
sty le .

M y  ro le  as te a ch e r- lib ra r ian  fo r th is 
w e s te rn  c lu s te r  o f s c h o o ls  in v o lv e s  
sh a r in g  m y  t im e  a m o n g  f iv e  s c h o o ls  
lo c a te d  in C h a r le v i l le ,  Q u i lp ie ,  St 
G e o rg e , C u n n a m u lla  a n d  M it c h e l l .  In 
a lm o s t  six m o n th s  I h a v e  c lo c k e d  up  
2 0  0 0 0 k m  o f d r iv in g , m y  fa r th e rm o s t 
d es tin a tio n  b e in g  fo u r hours a w a y  (f iv e  
if it has b een  ra in in g !) A lth o u g h  it is t ir ­
ing , I e n jo y  th e  d r iv in g  a n d  h a v e  not 
ye t h it a 'ro o , em u , p ig  o r fox.

Ea ch  re so u rce  c e n tre  w ith in  w h ic h  
I w o rk  is as d iffe ren t as the last, ye t a ll 
s ch o o ls  a re  d e d ic a te d  to p ro v id in g  the 
best re so u rce  an d  lea rn in g  fa c ilit ie s  that 
th e ir  s itu a tio n  w i l l  a l lo w  fo r th e ir  s tu ­
den ts.

O u r  goal as teach e r- lib ra rian s  in the 
T o o w o o m b a  d io c e s e  is to w o rk  to ­
w a rd s  the d e v e lo p m e n t  o f in fo rm a tio n  
lite ra cy  w ith in  e a ch  o f o u r s ch o o l c o m ­

m u n it ie s . W e  su p p o r t  a n d  a d v is e  re ­
s o u rc e  c e n tre  sta ff a n d  a ll sta ff m e m ­
bers and  w o rk  w ith  sch o o l p e rso n n e l to 
d e s ig n  an d  im p le m e n t  p o l ic ie s  a n d  
p ra c tice s  that w i l l  p ro m o te  in fo rm a tio n  
l ite ra c y  o u tc o m e s . A  't y p ic a l '  w e e k 's  
w o rk  fo r m e  c o u ld  in c o rp o ra te  c u r r ic u ­
lum  p la n n in g  w ith  te a c h e rs ;  l ib ra ry  
h o usekeep in g ; team  te a ch in g  o r m o d e l­
lin g ; p ro v id in g  a s s is ta n c e  in u se  o f 
te c h n o lo g y ; ass is tin g  in the  c re a t io n  o f 
a s t im u la tin g  a n d  h e lp fu l e n v iro n m e n t  
in w h ic h  c h ild re n  an d  te a ch e rs  can  u ti­
lise in fo rm atio n  an d  se rv ice s  e ffe c t iv e ly  
a n d  e n jo y a b ly  an d ; c o n s u lta t io n  w ith  
th e  p r in c ip a l  a n d  o th e rs  re g a rd in g  
p o lic y  d e v e lo p m e n t.

O f  c o u rs e  a ll th e se  th in g s  h ap p e n  
w ith in  sch o o l e n v iro n m e n ts , w h ic h  a re  
as v a r ie d  as th e y  a re  u n iq u e , an d  th e  
im p o rta n ce  o f im m e rs in g  m y s e lf  in the  
life  o f e a c h  s c h o o l h as b e e n  a v ita l 
c o m p o n e n t  o f m y  w o rk . In d o in g  so  I 
h a v e  c o m e  to v a lu e  th e  d e d ic a t io n  o f 
the  p r in c ip a ls  a n d  staff, an d  to lo v e  the  
n o - n o n se n se , d o w n - to - e a rth  c h i ld re n  
w h o s e  e n th u s ia sm  fo r life  an d  le a rn in g  
is e x c e p t io n a l.

Ea ch  sc h o o l I su p p o rt ex ists w ith in  
a u n iq u e  to w n s h ip , a n d  c lo s e  ties a re  
d e v e lo p e d  b e tw e e n  the  s c h o o l an d  the 
lo c a l c o m m u n it y .  It has b e e n  a g re a t 
p le a su re  fo r m e  to  b e fr ie n d  p e o p le  in 
a ll the  p la c e s  I v is it  a n d  to  b e c o m e  in ­
v o lv e d  in lo c a l e v e n ts  an d  a c t iv it ie s .

Fo r p r in c ip a ls  an d  tea ch e rs , in c lu d ­
ing  m yse lf, iso la t io n  is an  issue. N o t so 
m u c h  g e o g r a p h ic a lly ,  b u t p ro fe s s io n ­
a l ly ,  w e  m iss th e  n e tw o rk in g  a n d  
s u p p o r t iv e n e s s  o f  o th e rs  o u ts id e  o u r  
p a r t ic u la r  s c h o o l c o m m u n ity .  T h e  p ro ­
fe ss io n a l a n d  p e rs o n a l fr ie n d s h ip s  tha t 
d e v e lo p  a n d  o p p o r tu n it ie s  to  get to ­
g e th e r w ith  o th e r  o u tb a c k  s c h o o ls  a re  
e x tre m e ly  im p o rta n t. I try  to  m e e t w ith  
m y  T o o w o o m b a  te a c h e r- lib ra r ia n  c o l ­
leag u es  at lea s t t w ic e  a te rm  a n d  f in d  
th e ir  su p p o rt to  b e  in v a lu a b le .

In a ll, m y  p ro fess io n a l an d  p erso na l 
l ife  in th e  Q u e e n s la n d  S o u th - W e s t  is 
great. Ea ch  d a y  o ffe rs n e w  e x p e r ie n c e s  
an d  s itu a tio n s  a n d  I am  le a rn in g  a b o u t 
m y s e lf  an d  th e  w o n d e r fu l  p e o p le  a n d  
life  out h e re  c o n s ta n t ly . C o m e  and  v is it 
so m e tim e . Y o u  w i l l  b e  m o re  th an  w e l ­
c o m e ! ■
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