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G o o d  se a rch  to o ls  ju s t k ee p  on  c o m ­
ing. X re fe r is a too l ta ilo r-m ad e  for li­
b rarians; it sea rch es  across a range o f 

o n lin e  re fe re n ce  'b o o k s ' from  su ch  p u b lis h ­
ers as B lo o m s b u ry , M a c m il la n ,  O x fo rd  U n i ­
ve rs ity  Press, an d  P en g u in . S e a rc h a b le  w o rk s  
in c lu d e  e n c y c lo p a e d ia s ,  d ic t io n a r ie s ,  th e ­
sa u ri, a n d  b o o k s  o f q u o ta t io n s , as w e ll  as 
so m e  s u b je c t- s p e c if ic  w o rk s , fo r e x a m p le  
m e d ic in e . T h ese  in c lu d e  the  O x fo rd  d ic t io n ­
a r ie s  o f art a n d  o f q u o ta tio n s , th e  P e n g u in  
d ic t io n a r ie s  o f p s y c h o lo g y  and  o f so c io lo g y , 
G r o v e 's  Concise Dictionary of Music a n d  
se ve ra l o thers. It a ll m akes  that jo b  o f o n lin e  
c h e c k in g  just that little  b it faster an d  eas ie r . 
T ry  it y o u rse lf  at h ttp :/ /w w w .x re fe r .co m / .

Other voices
N e w P a g e s  O n lin e ,  su b tit le d  'A lte rn a t iv e s  in 
p rin t an d  e le c t ro n ic  m e d ia ',  fo cu se s  on  the  
w o rk  o f  s m a lle r , in d e p e n d e n t  p u b lis h e rs . 
Y o u  c an  find  links h e re  fo r in d e p e n d e n t p u b ­
lish e rs  a n d  b o o k sh o p s , a lt e rn a t iv e  
n e w s w e e k lie s  and  lite ra ry  p e r io d ic a ls  (m a n y  
o f w h ic h  p ro v id e  full-text o n lin e  a rtic le s ) and  
to the  b o o k  re v ie w s  se c tio n s  o f m a n y  o n lin e  
jo u rn a ls  and  n ew sp ap e rs . T h e  w e b  sectio n  is 
a n ea t, c o n c is e  g u id e  to  to o ls  a v a i la b le  fo r 
g e n e ra l s e a rch in g  o r to  fin d  re fe re n c e  in fo r­
m a t io n  on  th e  N e t. Y o u  c a n  a ls o  v is it  th e  
R e s o u rc e  L ib ra ry  to  tra ck  d o w n  o th e r a lte r ­
n a t iv e  m e d ia  s ites o n  th e  W e b  [http:// 
w w w .n e w p a g e s .c o m / ].

As it happens
A  n e w  s ite  fro m  th e  U n it e d  S ta te s  g o v e rn ­
m e n t a llo w s  yo u  to  se a rch  a n d  re tr ie v e  the  
fu ll- tex t o f a range  o f U n ite d  States  g o v e rn ­
m e n t p e r io d ic a ls  h osted  on  the  net. N o t a ll 
w e b - b ased  jo u rn a ls  a re  h e re  yet, bu t the  site 
w i l l  b e  u p d a ted  w ith  n e w  a d d it io n s  as th e y  
a re  p ro ce s se d . E a c h  t it le  is s e a r c h a b le  b y  
s u b je c t  o r b y  tit le , o r b y  th e  m y s te r io u s ly -  
n am ed  S u d o c  num b er. T h e  site a lso  p ro v id es  
links to o ther so u rces  o f g o ve rn m e n t p e r io d i­
ca ls , in c lu d in g  the  In d ex  to m ilita ry  p e r io d i­
ca ls , a n d  the M a g a z in e s  o f the A rm e d  Fo rces 
[http://1 9 8 .2 5 2 .9 .9 5 /h o m e /g o vp e r.h tm l],

Patently overwhelming
T h e  B r it is h  L ib ra r y 's  S c ie n c e ,  T e c h n o lo g y  
a n d  Bu s in ess  (S T B )  se c t io n  has p u b lis h e d  a 
g u id e  to pa ten t an d  in te lle c tu a l p ro p e rty  in ­
fo rm a t io n  re so u rce s  on  th e  in te rn e t, an d  a 
p re tty  e n o rm o u s  o n e  it is too . T h is  m a y  be 
the  o n ly  p a ten t site  y o u  w i l l  e v e r  n eed  as it 
p ro v id e s  a h u g e  d ir e c to r y  (w ith  lin k s ) o f 
so u rces . T h e  d ire c to ry  is b ro ken  up into  se c ­
t io n s  su ch  as g a te w a y  s ites, o n l in e  hosts, 
p a te n t and  t ra d e m a rk  d a tab ases , des ig n  d a ­
tab a se s , c la s s if ic a t io n  sys te m s, le g is la t io n ,

/ / /  C V Y * '

a n d  so on  a n d  e a c h  s e c t io n  se e m s  m ind-  
n u m b in g ly  c o m p re h e n s iv e . A  te r r if ic  e ffo rt
[h t tp :/ / w w w .b l.u k / s e r v ic e s / s tb / e ta lm e n u . 
h tm l] .

Previews of coming attractions
T h e  O x fo rd  U n iv e r s it y  Press R e a d in g  R o o m  
g iv e s  lib ra r ia n s  th e  c h a n c e  to  se e  s a m p le  
ch a p te rs  an d  ex tracts  from  a w id e  ra n g e  o f 
O U P  n e w  p u b l ic a t io n s  b e fo re  c o m m itt in g  
th e m se lv e s  to b u y. T h e re  a re  se ve ra l re ad in g  
ro o m s a v a ila b le ,  b ro k e n  up b y  su b je c t , fo r 
e x a m p le  b io c h e m is t ry ,  c la s s ic a l  s tu d ie s , 
bus in ess , p h ilo s o p h y  and  la w . Ex tracts  an d  
ch a p te rs  a re  posted  in P D F  so y o u  w i l l  n eed  
A d o b e  A c ro b a t  so ftw a re  to read  them . C h a p ­
ters a re  lin k ed  to the  O U P  o n lin e  c a ta lo g u e  
so y o u  c an  get the  fu ll b ib lio g ra p h ic  d e ta ils  
for a n y th in g  that cap tu res  y o u r  fa n c y . A  nice- 
lo o k in g  site  tha t is o n ly  to o  ea sy  to  n a v ig a te  
[h ttp :/ / w w w .o u p .co .u k / re a d in g ro o m / ].

Finding PDFs
A d o b e  has la u n c h e d  a n e w  s e a rc h  to o l to 
h e lp  users lo ca te  P D F  files on  the W e b .  W h y  
w o u ld  yo u  b o th e r?  W e l l ,  it c a n  b e  a h a n d y  
w a y  to tra ck  d o w n  p u b lish e d  m a te r ia ls  on  a 
to p ic , as p e o p le  ten d  to use th e  P D F  fo rm at 
fo r m o re  fo rm a l p u b lis h in g . M a n y  g o v e rn ­
m en t reports o r in fo rm a tio n  p a ck s  a re  p u b ­
lished  this w a y , as a re  an n u a l reports o f large 
o rg a n isa tio n s  a n d  o th e r usefu l m a te r ia ls . B y  
lim it in g  y o u r  resu lts  to P D F  f ile s  o n ly , y o u  
c an  e l im in a te  a lot o f ju n k  in se a rch  re tu rns 
an d  get stra ig ht to the  m e a ty  stuff. I h a v e  o f­
ten  u sed  H o tB o t  [h t tp :/ / w w w .h o tb o t.c o m / ] 
an d  lim ite d  m y  se a rch  to P D F  file s , bu t n o w  
A d o b e  c an  d o  it to o . T h e y  c la im  to  h a v e  a 
m il l io n  repo rt su m m ar ie s  in th e ir  d a tab ase . 
S u m m a rie s  c an  be v ie w e d  b e fo re  yo u  o p t to 
v ie w  the o rig in a l d o cu m e n t [h ttp ://searchpdf. 
a d o b e .co m / ],

Rebadged service
H e r  M a je s ty 's  S ta t io n e ry  O ff ic e  has lau n ch e d  
a n e w  U n ite d  K in g d o m  g o v e rn m e n t  p o rta l 
c a l le d  u k s ta te .c o m . It o ffe rs  a ra n g e  o f  re ­
so u rces  on  the U n ite d  K in g d o m  g o ve rn m e n t 
and  links th rough  to leg is la tion , p u b lica tio n s , 
and  o th e r in fo rm atio n  and  se rv ice s  as w e ll  as 
to  H M S O  itse lf  [h ttp :/ / w w w .u k s ta te .c o m /  
p o rta l.a sp ]. A n o th e r h an d y  lau n ch  is the n e w  
U n ite d  K in g d o m  M P s  N e tw o rk . T h o u g h  still 
in th e  e a r ly  stages, th is  w i l l  e n d  up  as a 
s e a r c h a b le  (an d  v e ry  u sefu l) d a ta b a se  o f in ­
fo rm a tio n  on  a ll U n ite d  K in g d o m  M e m b e rs  
o f P a r lia m e n t .  In c o m in g  m o n th s , in fo rm a ­
tio n  on  S co tt ish  a n d  E u ro p e a n  M e m b e rs  o f 
P a r l ia m e n t  a n d  o n  th e  M e m b e rs  o f th e  
W e ls h  A s s e m b ly  w i l l  be  a d d e d  to  the d a ta ­
base  as w e ll  [http://1 94.1 28 .65 .1  40/].
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Out of Africa
T h e  E le c tro n ic  A fr ic a n  B o o k w o rm  is a n e w  
w e b  g u id e  to in te rne t sites on  A fr ic a , A fr ic a n  
and  d e v e lo p m e n t  studies , A fr ic a n  p u b lish in g  
an d  th e  b o o k  trad e . It p ro v id e s  links to  A fr i ­
c an  jo u rn a ls  a n d  n e w s p a p e rs . T h e  s ite  has 
been  des ig n ed  w ith  w rite rs  and  a c a d e m ic s  in 
m in d , so  it w i l l  be  a usefu l re so u rce  fo r l i ­
b ra r ian s  too . Y o u  c a n  use the  site  to  get to 
the  w e b  sites o f b o th  A fr ic a n  lib ra r ie s  and  
se le cted  A t'ricana  lib ra ries  in o th e r co u n tr ie s . 
T h e  s ite  a lso  p ro v id e s  a c c e s s  to  a n n o ta te d  
listings o f m a jo r pu b lishe rs  w ith  A fr ic a n  stud ­
ies lists [h ttp :/ / w w w .h a n sz e ll.co .u k / n a v tit le . 
htnnj.

Corroboree 2000
T h e  C o r ro b o re e  2 0 0 0  site  c o m e s  fro m  the  
C o u n c i l  fo r A b o r ig in a l  R e c o n c i l ia t io n  and  
d e s c r ib e s  e v e n ts  a n d  a c t iv it ie s  th a t to o k  
p la c e  a cross  A u s tra lia  d u rin g  N a t io n a l R e c ­
o n c i l ia t io n  W e e k .  T h e  s ite  is a g a te w a y  to 
o th e r  re so u rce s  su c h  as th e  R o a d m a p  fo r 
R e c o n c i l ia t io n  a n d  to  sp e e c h e s  an d  m e d ia  
re le ases  on  th e  to p ic . A  usefu l s ta rting  p o in t 
fo r a n y o n e  s tu d y in g  r e c o n c ilia t io n  as it p ro ­
v id e s  b a c k g ro u n d  a n d  c o n te x t  as w e l l  as 
c o v e ra g e  o f cu rre n t  an d  fu tu re  e ve n ts  [http:/ 
/w w w . r e c o n c i l ia t io n .o rg .au/].

NASDAQ overload
T h e  N A S D A Q  N e w s ro o m  is th e  p la c e  fo r a ll 
tho se  p e o p le  (an d  I am  su re  th e re  a re  m a n y ) 
w h o  h a v e  w o n d e re d  a b o u t th is  c o n s ta n t fix ­
tu re  in o u r  e v e n in g  n e w s  a n d  d a i ly  h e a d ­
lines. A ll  a b o u t N A S D A Q  e x p la in s  w h a t  the  
N A S D A Q  a c tu a l ly  is, an d  th e  in d e x e s  an d  
statistics se c tio n  g ives  both d a ily  and  h is to r i­
c a l s ta tis tic s . G e t  o n  top  o f  it a ll at http:// 
w w w .n a s d a q n e w s .c o m / .

Hard work central
T h e y  ju s t  c a n  no t h e lp  th e m s e lv e s  a t the  
U n ite d  S ta tes  N a t io n a l  In stitu tes  o f H e a lth . 
D o  th e y  h a v e  a d a re  to d o  so m e th in g  n e w  
e v e ry  s in g le  m o n th ? W h o  k n o w s?  It is te rr if ic  
n ew s for lib ra rian s  a n y w a y . B io M e d  C en tra l, 
h t tp :/ / w w w .b io m e d c e n t ra l.c o m / , is still in 
the  tes t in g  p h ase , b u t a im s  to  p u b lis h  (fo r 
free) n ew , as ye t u n p u b lish ed , p ee r- re v iew e d  
b io lo g ic a l s c ie n c e  a n d  c l in ic a l  m e d ic a l re ­
search . S o  it is a p re-prin t s e rv ic e  o f a k ind , 
excep t that it p lan s  to  d o  m o re  than  just p u b ­
lish ; it p la n s  to  h e lp  sc ien tis ts  n e tw o rk  and  
c o m m u n ic a te  w ith  e a c h  o th e r. T h e  s ite  a lso  
p lan s  to p u b lish  re v ie w s  b y  experts, an d  to 
m a in ta in  sp e c ia lis t  d a tab ases  set up b y  c o n ­
tribu to rs . If it is ho t o ff the  press, o r still in 
p ress (a n d  ta k in g  ag es  to  e m e rg e ), then  
B io M e d  C e n tra l m a y  b e  the  p la c e  to  tra ck  it 
d o w n .

Get your library
T h e  N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  o f C a n a d a  has re ce n t ly  
la u n ch e d  the C a n a d ia n  L ib ra rie s  G a te w a y  to 
fa c i li ta te  a c c e s s  to  a ll its lib ra r ie s , la rg e  o r 
s m a ll.  Y o u  c a n  f in d  l ib ra r ie s  b y  n a m e , re ­
g io n  o r ty p e . If it is n a t io n a l u n io n  c a t a ­
lo g u e s  y o u  a re  a fte r o r  s im p ly  in te r- lib ra ry  
loan  p o lic ie s  fo r p a rt icu la r  p la ces , then  these 
lin k s  a re  a v a i la b le  s e p a r a te ly .  T h e  s ite  is 
v e ry  s im p ly  la id  o u t an d  ea sy  to  use, in bo th  
F re n c h  an d  En g lish  [h ttp :/ / w w w .n lc - b n c .c a /  
ga tepasse/ j.

Your new best friend?
W it h  a ll th e  ta lk  in th e  m e d ia  la te ly  a b o u t  
id e n tity  the ft a n d  th e  sca res  a b o u t  m a ss iv e  
d a ta b a se s  b e in g  b u ilt  o f  o u r  o n lin e  s e a r c h ­
in g  a n d  s h o p p in g  h ab its , ID c id e 's  P r iv a c y  
C o m p a n io n  m a y  b e  a t im e ly  too l to  pu t on  
y o u r  sys tem . T h is  is a free  b ro w s e r  p lug- in  
(c u r r e n t ly  o n ly  a v a i la b le  fo r  In te rn e t  E x ­
p lo re r  b ro w s e rs , v .4 .0 /5 .0 ) th a t  a le r ts  y o u  
w h e n  y o u  a re  b e in g  w a t c h e d  b y  t ra c k in g  
n e tw o rks , fo r e x a m p le , o n lin e  sh o p p in g  sites 
w h ic h  seek  to re co rd  y o u r  a c t io n s  o r p re fe r ­
e n c e s  o n lin e .  T h e  p lu g - in  e n a b le s  y o u  to  
b lo c k  the  c o o k ie s  th e se  n e tw o rk s  use, thus 
p ro te c tin g  y o u r  o n lin e  p r iv a c y . A  ve rs io n  fo r 
N e ts c a p e  is in the  w o rk s  h t tp :/ / w w w .id c id e . 
com /.

A world of pictures
T h e  U n ite d  N a t io n s ' E d u c a t io n a l,  C u ltu ra l  
a n d  S c ie n t if ic  O rg a n iz a t io n  (U N E S C O )  has 
pu t its P h o to b a n k  o n lin e  a t h ttp :/ / w w w 2 . 
u n e sc o .o rg / p h o to b a n k / . T h is  c o l le c t io n  o f 
p h o to g ra p h s  an d  s lid e s  c o v e rs  a w id e  ran g e  
o f  su b je c ts  re la te d  to  th e  O rg a n iz a t io n 's  
w o rk  in e d u c a t io n ,  s c ie n c e , c u ltu re  a n d  
c o m m u n ic a t io n .  T h e re  a re  m u lt ip le  w a y s  
in to  th e  c o l le c t io n .  Y o u  c a n  s e a rch  b y  re ­
g io n , c o u n tr y ,  p la c e , th e m e , su b je c t , k e y ­
w o rd , y e a r  o r p h o to g ra p h e r. T h e  c o l le c t io n  
w a s  started  in 1 94 6  a n d  c u rre n t ly  c o n ta in s  
m o re  th a n  10 0 0 0  d ig it is e d  im a g e s . M o re  
w i l l  be  a d d e d . Y o u  c an  e-m ail P h o to b a n k  if 
y o u  w a n t  to re p ro d u c e  a n y  o f th e  im ag es  in 
p u b lic a t io n s .

In short
A ll Th a t JA S  is a h an d y  site for tra ck in g  d o w n  
th o se  p e s k y  jo u rn a l a b b re v ia t io n s  —  th e  
o n e s  th a t a re n 't  in th e  s o u rc e  y o u  a lr e a d y  
h av e . T h e  s ite  p o in ts  to  W e b  re so u rce s  that 
list o r p ro v id e  a cc e s s  to the  fu ll t it le  o f jo u r ­
nal a b b re v ia t io n s  in a ran g e  o f  d is c ip lin e s , 
su ch  as a g r icu ltu re , e c o n o m ic s , m a th e m a t ­
ics, o r p h ys ic s . T h e  site  a lso  links to se le c te d  
O P A C s  tha t o ffe r a b b re v ia te d  tit le  s e a rch in g  
[http ://w w w .pub lic.iastate.edu/~CYBERSTACKS/ 
JAS.htm ]. ■
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