Copyright update

Accepting request and

declaratiOn f

T  ne Electronic Transactions Act ta)
confirms that libraries may now ac-
cept copyright declarations elec-

tronically. Before a library officer may sup-

ply a document to a library user, the Ii-

brary officer must be furnished a written

request as well as a declaration signed by
the library user (s49 of the COpyrlghtACt)

The problem for most libraries has been

whether or not a court would accept a

password or pin number as a substitute for

a written signature.

section 10 of the Electronic Transac-
tionS ACtsoIves this problem by stating that
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More member benefits...

More copyright news. Check out http:/
/www.alia.org.au/copyright/news/ for
all the latest national and now interna-
tional news on copyright.

Coming soon to ALIAnet in depth
and practical advice on copyright is-
sues affecting the library and informa-
tion sector. Watch this space for more
information.

Do you have a copyright query?
Do not forget the ALIA copyright advi-
sory service. Send your queries to
copyright@alia.org.au or contact the
ALIA National Office on 1800 02 0071
or fax 02 6282 2249. ]
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where a Commonwealth Act requires a
signature, that requirement will be met by
an electronic communication provided the

following conditions are satisfied:

= a method is used to identify the person
and to indicate the person's approval of
the information communicated, for ex-

ample the use of a pin or password;

with regard to all the circumstances at

the time the method was used, the
method was as reliable as appropriate
for the purposes for which the informa-

tion was communicated;

if the signature is required to be given to

a Commonwealth entity then the

method of giving that information is in
accordance with the information tech-

nology requirements of that entity; and

the person to whom the signature is re-
quired to be given consents to the signa-

ture being given in that way.

In summary

E-mail declarations which are signed using
a pin number or password will meet the
statutory requirement for a 'signature’ pro-
vided the that the

method used to 'sign' the declaration is

library is satisfied
reliable, and that the library clearly iden-
tifies the person making the request/decla-
ration, and that he or she consents to

making the declaration.

Dont forget...
All declarations forms (including declara-
tions received by e-mail) must be kept for

a period of four years.

A library may only supply a document
to a library user after receiving a request

and signed declaration. [ ]

NEWSPAPERS
WANTED

+ Bound volumes or long runs.
All 19th and 20th century
Australian and overseas
newspapers

+ Also popular MAGAZINES

(e.g. Life, Look, Women's
Weekly, etc.) to 1970

PAPER WORLD

Alan Waters, Paper World Pty Ltd

Level 1, 48 Clifton Street, Prahran, Vic 3181
Ph: 03 9529 8888 Fax: 03 9529 6388
E-mail: alan@paperworld.com.au

(Member of the Ephemera Society of Australia)
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