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Board of Education report

April and May 2000

T he ALIA Board of Education has met

twice this year, once by tele-confer-
ence on 5 April 2000 and once in
Canberra on 4 and 5 May 2000. Board mem-
bers welcomed Janine Schmidt to her first

meeting in May.

The role of the Board of Education
in the new Association

Following incorporation of the Association
under Corporations Law, the May meeting of
the Board of Education discussed its role
within the new Association. The Board of
Education drew up a Statement ofpurpose
for feedback from the ALIA Board of Direc-
tors. They also put forward suggestions re-
garding the composition of the Board of
Education and the conduct of Board business

to the Board of Directors.

ALIA membership categories

In 1999, with General Council's agreement,
a Board of Education working party devel-
oped a paper ALIA rnemberShlp Categorles
The paper was distributed to divisions and
also placed on the ALIA web-site and ALIA
members were encouraged to respond. The
Board of Education considered these re-
sponses at its May meeting and forwarded
ALIA membership categories to the soard of

Directors for its consideration of appropriate

action arising from the paper.

Research forum

The Board of Education is hosting a research
forum Survival, improvement, innovation:
how research makes good practice, how
practice makes good research on mMonday
23 October 2000. Further details of SUI-
vival, improvement, innovation can be
found on ALIAnet at http://www.alia.org.au/
or can be obtained by contacting ALIA Na-
tional Office. Registration for SUl’ViV&l, 1m-
provement, innovation is available through
the ALIA biennial conference registration

brochure.

Continuing professional development

In May, the Board noted that over 300 mem-
bers had joined the continuing professional
development compliance category of mem-
bership. The Association's activities to sup-
port members participating in the category,
including exploration of strategic partner-
ships with training providers, provision of the
Career development kit and the establish-

ment of a CPD e-list, were also noted.

Education policy statements

During 1999, the Board of Education revised
the Introduction to Education Policy State-
ments ana Education Policy Statement N° 1
Recognition of entry level courses to incor-
porate the context of the statement The ||'

brary and information sector: Core

[

knowledge, skills and attitudes. the may
2000 meeting noted the decision previously
taken to defer implementation of the revised

Statements.

The Board explored how to gain feed-
back from schools of library and information
studies on the appropriateness and applica-
bility of the revised Education Policy State-
Ments. The Board agreed that this would be
best achieved by implementing the revised
statements and trialing the revised Education
POIicy Statement N° 7 by incorporating these
revisions into course recognition documen-
tation,
2000.

including Annual Course Returns, in

Library and information studies
schools will be asked to provide feedback on

the criteria.

Library and Information
Services Industry Training Package

At the April tele-conference, the Board of
Education received a report on the lerary
and Information Services Industry Training
PaCkage The report introduced issues relat-
ing to library technician qualifications and
also workplace assessment, which require
consideration by the Board prior to recognis-
ing courses based on the Training PaCkage
The Board established a working party to re-
port back to its July meeting on these and

other issues related to the Training Package.

Metcalfe Medallion

At the May 2000 meeting,
mined that the Metcalfe Medallion would

in 2000.

the Board deter-

not be awarded Following lengthy
consideration of the comments of the selec-
tion panel, the Board agreed to implement a
comprehensive review of the criteria for and
expectations of the award. The Board agreed
to suspend the Metcalfe Medallion award for
this year, while the review is undertaken,
which will ensure that entrants for the award
would not be disadvantaged during this pe-

riod.

Teacher-librarian advocacy

Arising from a discussion between the Board
of Education and the ALIA National School
Libraries Section in April 1999, the Board
established a working party to consider the
Association's role in advocating the need for
teacher-librarians to have librarianship quali-
fications. At the May 2000 meeting, the
working party reported that teacher-librar-
ians primarily sought assistance in raising the
awareness of those involved with the em-
ployment of teacher librarians on both the
issues confronting teacher librarians and the
benefits of employing teacher librarians. The
Board decided to consult with the ALIA Na-
tional School Libraries Section to develop an
information pack for principals on these is-

sues. -
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