
Celebrating 
a library of old
Bendigo Regional Ins titu te  o f TAFE

I n keep ing  w ith  the them e  'L ib ra r ie s : here fo r the  long  
run ', the L ibrary  o f A le xa n d ria  was the  focus o f ce le b ra ­
tio n s  fo r A u s tra lia n  L ib ra ry  W e e k  a t the  B e nd ig o  Re­

g iona l Institu te  o f TAFE th is year.

The BRIT L ib ra ry  e n tran ce  w as tra n s fo rm e d  in to  the 
G reat L ibrary w ith  m arb le  w a lls  and a tile d  flo o r, G rec ian 
pots and co lum ns, potted pa lm s and papyrus scro lls . The 
e x it was guarded by tw o  huge ja cka ls  w ith  g lo w in g  red 
eyes, and a life -s ize  go ld  sarcophagus p o in te d  BRIT staff 
and o the r in v ite d  guests fro m  loca l lib ra ries  to  the Sem i­
nar Room fo r a m o rn in g  tea on T hursday 1 8 M ay. L ibrary 
staff w ore  co lo u rfu l Egyptian and G rec ian costum es fo r the 
day and the Egyptian/G reek them e was ca rried  th rough  to 
the  fo o d  w ith  a g o ld  p y ra m id  fo rm in g  the  ce n tre p ie ce . 
M a n y  BRIT staff len t Egyptian and G reek a rtifac ts  to  the 
lib ra ry  fo r d isp lays and the H o sp ita lity , C arpentry , M ed ia  
and A rt D epartm ents o f the Institu te  also assisted w ith  m a­
teria ls.

Students w ere  encouraged to  p a rtic ip a te  in A ustra lian  
L ib ra ry  W eek by co m p le tin g  a short lib ra ry  q u iz  and w ere 
rew arded  w ith  ch o co la te  'p y ra m id s ' and je l ly  'asps' fo r 
th e ir  efforts. Local m edia  covered  the  events o f the week.

N arelle Stone, Bendigo Regional Institute o f  TAFE
K a th r y n  L a u n e r ,  s e r ia ls  l ib ra r ia n , g e ts  

in to  th e  s p ir i t  o f  c e le b r a t io n s . ..

Are you being saved?
In fo rm a tion  Science Section (South A ustra lia ) A u stra lian  L ibrary W eek

re you being saved?' A discus­
sion o f in te rne t filte r in g  soft­
ware, practices and legislation 

was presented by the ALIA Inform ation 
Science Section (SA) fo r Austra lian Li­
brary W eek 2000. Four guest speakers 
o u tlin e d  the ir experiences in 'sav ing ' 
customers, students, themselves or their 
organisations from  the dangers o f the 
in te rne t and the very scary conse­
quences o f not co m p ly in g  w ith  the 
broadcasting services legislation.

use in te rne t f ilte r in g  practices but 
chooses to educate students to use the 
in ternet appropria te ly. A ll students are 
o b liged  to sign a 'c o n d itio n s  o f use' 
form  before being provided w ith  in ter­
net access, and access is term inated if 
the students do not co m p ly  w ith  the 
co n d itio n s . Sylvana po in ted  ou t that 
d iffe ren t sectors o f the education  sys­
tem have the ir own approaches to han­
d ling  the d iff ic u lt issue o f ensuring ap­
propria te  internet usage in schools.

M ark N ew ton  from  the in te rne t 
service provider, Internode, started the 
discussion w ith  an ove rv ie w  o f the 
fram ework of the Broadcasting Services 
Act and the im p lica tio n s  fo r in te rne t 
service providers. M ark exp la ined the 
d ifficu ltie s  and the financ ia l penalties 
of fa ilure to com ply w ith  the conditions 
o f an 'Access Prevention N o tice ' if 
served on a prov ider under the Act. As 
a consequence M ark stressed the im ­
portance o f deve lop ing  an Industry 
Code o f C onduct fo r lib ra ries  that 
w o u ld  afford some protection.

Sylvana Jenkins from Annesley C o l­
lege explained that her school does not

Ian H ildebrand o f the Charles Sturt 
Library ou tlined  the positive im pact of 
the legislation w ith  regards to pub lic  l i­
braries. Public libraries em ploy a range 
o f procedures to ensure appropriate use 
o f the in ternet by customers. These in ­
c lude  upgrad ing previous 'co n d itio n s  
o f use' guidelines to p o licy  statements 
passed through the various counc ils , 
and p lac ing  restrictions on internet ac­
cess to users under eighteen years o f 
age. Ian conc luded  that the Act has 
p laced pressure on p u b lic  libraries to 
develop stronger procedures regarding 
in ternet access that result in pub lic  l i ­
brary staff being more d ilig en t in their 
responsib ilities to customers.

Steve Thomas from  Ade la ide  U n i- 
versity explained that the Barr Smith Li­
brary lim its access to the lib rary w o rk ­
stations to members o f the U niversity 's 
im m ediate c irc le  w ith  a user au thenti­
cation program. In add ition , tw o  m eth­
ods are used to contro l access to sites: 
the first prevents students accessing e- 
m ail accounts on w orksta tions d e d i­
cated to in te rne t access. The second 
employs proxy server filte ring  based on 
URL pattern m atch ing  tha t creates a 
b lo ck  list o f undesirab le  sites w ith  a 
com plim entary unb lock list that a llows 
for fine  tun ing o f the b lock list.

O ve ra ll d iscussion of com m erc ia l 
filte ring  software was lim ited given that 
none o f the speakers' organisations ac­
tua lly  used it to restrict users' access to 
internet sites. However, M ark N ewton 
d id suggest that a m ajor problem  w ith  
most filte ring  software availab le tends 
to be that it is ine ffective  in b lo ck ing  
the sites intended w h ile  preventing ac­
cess to obv ious ly  innocuous sites.

Paul M artin , ALIA Inform ation Science 

Section, South Australian Branch
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