Libraries:

here for the long run

Australian Library week in Darling Downs

T he ALIA Darling Downs Re-
gional Group embraced the
theme of Australian Library

Week by conducting a 'find-it-fast'

quiz and hosting a breakfast talk enti-

tled ‘Career planning for the long run'.

The 'find-it-fast' quiz was held at
the Grand Central Shopping Centre in
Toowoomba. In his opening address,
Johan Wiesner, president of the Dar-
ling Downs Regional Croup, wished
the contestants wisdom in the quiz,
and thanked the sponsors and commit-
tee members. He stressed, for the ben-
efit of onlookers, that libraries are more
important then ever. The internet was
not the death knell for libraries, quite
the opposite, libraries are more alive
and we can thank the internet for that.

Quiz sponsors — Coles Supermar-
ket, The Chronidle Websters Publish-
ing, Angus & Roberston Bookworld,
Darrell Lea Chocolates and Australian
Geographic — supported the group by
supplying prizes and advertising. The
Chronicle newspaper ran the quiz's
entry form for two days free of charge.
Entrants were asked questions and the
correct entries were included in a draw
for six game contestants in two age cat-
egories.

The organising committee were
amazed at the difficulties encountered
when attempting to obtain from
Toowoomba libraries three identical
editions in each subject area for quiz
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reference sources. The celebrity sec-
tion of the night included ABC radio
announcer Stuart Robertson; Peter
Swannell, vice-chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Southern Queensland; Roslyn
Cousins, manager of Toowoomba Pub-
lic Library; and llona Eberle, liaison li-
brarian at University of Southern
Queensland. The group made up of
Peter Swannell and llona Eberle came
from behind to win.

True to the theme was the title of
the talk 'Career planning for the long
run' given by Phil Teece, ALIA's man-
ager for personnel and industrial rela-
tions. This stimulating and motiva-
tional presentation aimed at not just
the students of library studies but all
library workers. Phil said that it is not
possible to predict the future, but it is
still necessary to plan, even for the
'‘baby boomers' retiring in ten to fifteen
years. Complacency will not achieve
anything as expertise will be lost, eq-
uity issues will not be solved and pro-
fessional development will  be
thwarted.

The breakfast was held at Herries
House and it proved to be both a relax-
ing morning and an excellent network-
ing opportunity for busy library work-
ers. Congratulations to Alison Hunter
for bringing this successful activity to
fruition.

Dianne Turner,
Darling Downs Regional Group
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MASTER(ile is such a comprehensive knowledge
management software solution, that people
think it should be making their coffee too.
Which says a lot about how easy and efficient
MASTERfiie is when it comes to publishing
content on an intranet, or the Internet. For a
free demonstration, and a cuppa on us, contact
the MASTERfile distributor nearest you. In
Brishane phone 3368 2795. In all other areas
phone 1800 773 254.
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