
River of opportunities
Joint weekend w orkshop fo r lib ra ry  technic ians

T he NSW  and V ic to rian  ALIA l i ­
brary te ch n ic ians ' sections o r­
ganised a jo in t workshop, based 

on the skills  and experience o f the ir 
South A ustra lian  counterparts w ho 
regu la rly  organise s im ila r events. The 
tw o  groups w orked  hard to b ring  to ­
gether a w id e  range o f speakers and 
lea rn ing  o ppo rtun ities  fo r delegates. 
The response was overw he lm ing , and 
sixty delegates attended from  the ACT, 
NSW, South Australia and V ic to ria .

The idea o rig in a lly  came from  a 
suggestion by Trevor M cCann (Raeco), 
w h o  suggested M ild u ra  as the ideal 
venue to a ttract delegates from  the 
three states. Raeco prov ided  support, 
and w e apprecia ted the help from  
Trevor and M ervyn M urray.

Saturday's first session covered new 
technology. Presenters inc luded Stuart 
Hall (Rural Libraries O nline), Julie Boyd 
(E lectron ic  journa ls) and Papiya 
Chakravarti (Kinetica). A fter lunch our 
presenters concentrated on professional 
and career issues. W e looked at con ­
tinu ing  education w ith  Nadine Gardner 
(U n ive rs ity  o f Ballarat) and Kevin 
Dudeney (president o f the NSW library

techn ic ians  section). M ered ith  
M a rtin e lIi (Zenith M anagem ent Serv­
ices G roup) was able to p ro v id e  an 
overv iew  o f the curren t trends in the 
job  m arket, and Janette T e lfo rd  from  
the Australian Catholic University, gave 
us some hints on in terv iew  techniques. 
Kathy Sharrad (president o f the ALIA  
L ibrary Techncians' na tiona l section) 
and M arion Fielke (president o f the SA 
lib ra ry  techn ic ians ' section) gave us 
some p rac tica l thoughts on pe rfo rm ­
ance management systems.

The weekend also provided the op­
portun ity  to celebrate the 2 1 st ann ive r­
sary o f the founda tion  o f the ALIA  l i ­
brary technicians' section. W e enjoyed 
a marvellous anniversary cake at after­
noon tea, and sang 'happy b irthday ' to 
ourselves!

The social h ig h lig h t o f the w o rk ­
shop was a d inner cruise on the Show- 
boat Avoca. S ix ty-five  delegates and 
guests d ined on a fou r course meal, 
w h ile  cru ising along the M urray River. 
W e were enterta ined along the w ay by 
the renow ned Raeco s inging duo o f 
T revor and M ervyn, w h o  penned the 
lyrics, Saturday night in Mildura, espe-

Southbank 
libraries race ahead
A ustra lian L ib ra ry  W eek got 

o f f  to  a f ly in g  s ta rt on 15 
M ay th is  year and the  l i ­

b raries o f the Southbank In s titu te  
o f  TAFE (SBIT) w ere  w e ll in  the  
race. In fact the SBIT Libraries con­
ducted  the race!

In keeping w ith  the them e 'L i­
braries: Here fo r  the long ru n ', the 
lib ra ry  s ta ff organised a re lay race 
in  the  grounds o f the Southbank 
Campus o f the Ins titu te .

But th is was a re lay w ith  a d if ­
ference. Instead o f passing batons 
the  co m p e tito rs  passed books a t 
each change so tha t the last m em ­
ber had a bundle o f fo u r to  carry to  
the line.

The books w ere  ca re fu lly  
w e ighed  to  ensure fa irness to  a ll 
and the re  was n o t m uch heavy 
read ing  —  a lthough it  was n o t a ll 
lig h t f ic t io n  e ithe r!

The teams o f fo u r, b o th  s ta ff

and students, com peted fo r  some 
great prizes rang ing  fro m  m ov ie  
ticke ts  to  massages and d in n e r in  
the  In s titu te 's  fin e  d in in g  restau­
rant, Skyline.

O th e r activ ities  du ring  A u stra l­
ian L ibrary  W eek inc luded dem on­
strations o f student's skills ranging 
from  m usic in the lib ra ry  to  flo w e r 
arrangement, jew e lle ry  m aking and 
massage, to  ceram ics and beauty 
therapy.

Finally there was the trad itiona l 
co m p e tit io n  'B ig  bucks fo r  dum b 
questions ' in w h ich  students v ied 
fo r  $50 open book vouchers, fro m  
the  A m erican  Bookstore, a t each 
campus by answering sim ple ques­
tio n  abou t th e ir lib ra ry .

A ll a round  i t  was a w eek in  
w h ich  SBIT Libraries w on the race 
fo r re levance and fun .

N eil Kilah, Southbank 

Institute o f  TAFE

"River of Opportunities"

H a p p y  b i r t h d a y !  L ib r a r y  t e c h n ic ia n s  
c e le b r a t e  2 1  y e a r s  s in c e  th e  
f o r m a t io n  o f  th e  f irs t  l ib r a r y  

t e c h n ic ia n 's  g r o u p

d a lly  for the night. M any delegates 
danced the n igh t away, but the less 
said about the Chicken dance the bet­
ter!

Sunday dawned too early for many, 
but we all managed to be the in co n ­
vention room on time. The State Library 
o f V ic to ria 's  Gail Schm idt organised a 
very practica l session on presentation 
skills. This was fo llow ed  by a very en­
te rta in ing  session on ch ild re n 's  
storytim e by H eather Fisher from  the 
Gosford C ity Library. The final session 
was a paper on library technicians' net­
works presented by Stephen C oppins 
(vice-president of the NSW library tech­
nicians section) and Kerrie Kelly (presi­
dent o f the V ictorian library technicians 
section). W e were all together fo r Sun­
day lunch, and then w ent our separate 
ways, some o f us had a very long trip  
home!

The w orkshop p rov ided  lib ra ry  
technic ians in the region a chance to 
netw ork w ith  the ir counterparts, and 
we hope to help them  organise a re­
g ional lib ra ry  te ch n ic ians ' group. 
Please con tac t me fo r details, at the 
address below .

O vera ll, the w orkshop was a great 
success, and we have had a num ber o f 
requests to organise another s im ila r 
event. Thanks to everyone w ho helped 
to make the event a success, inc lu d in g  
Raeco, Ebsco, the State Library o f V ic ­
toria , Zen ith  M anagem ent Services 
G roup, the N a tiona l L ibrary o f Aus­
tralia, and o f course the NSW and V ic ­
torian lib ra ry  techn ic ian  com m ittee  
members. It was hard w ork, but great 
fun!

Kerrie Kelly, president, ALIA Library 
Technicians' section [Victoria]; State 

Library o f Victoria, Current Cataloguing, 
328 Swanston Street, Melbourne, 
telephone 03 9669 9721
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