
Building community awareness
Randwick C ity  L ib ra ry  and In fo rm a tio n  Service

A ustralian Library W eek this year com m enced w ith  a 
tour o f our central lib rary at M aroubra for th irty -tw o  
people from  the Coast Centre fo r seniors. The group 

was divided into four groups for a tour, w h ich  included ques­
tion and answer tim e. The second part o f the tour inc luded 
the second flo o r w ork  area, w h ich  is not accessible to the 
pu b lic . People w ere fascinated at the level o f p ro duc tion  
behind the scenes and now  have a better understanding of 
the labour intensive nature o f lib ra ry  w ork . The v is it co n ­
cluded w ith  m orning tea, registration o f new  members and 
delivery of a variety o f lib rary guides.

W e endeavoured to make each location look festive for 
the week. W e purchased a num ber o f Austra lian  Library 
W eek balloons, w h ich  we displayed everywhere and gave 
some to the kids to take home as w e ll. W e added to the fla ­
vour w ith  coloured streamers. The h igh light o f the decoration 
was an e x h ib itio n  co -o rd ina ted  by Russian artist, Efim 
N ov ikov . Efim is an artist and art teacher w o rk in g  in 
Randwick C ity. The w ork  in the e xh ib itio n  was from  young 
people  aged six to  sixteen, w ith  one special p iece from  a 
three year o ld . M any have been im pressed w ith  the high 
standard o f creativ ity, execution and presentation. This ex­
h ib itio n  has also been an o p p o rtu n ity  fo r ou r access and 
com m unity  in fo rm ation  lib rarian to im prove links w ith  the 
Russian com m unity .

In the past we have held an annual book sale on a Sat­
urday. This year as part o f Australian Library W eek we held 
a book sale at each o f our three locations. W e plan on us­
ing the proceeds on new shelving for the LHSC co llection , the 
ju n io r co llection  and to assist w ith  the re location of the ju n ­
ior and toy co llections at our central library.

W e took 
the opportu ­
n ity  to  have 
an amnesty 
on fines dur­
ing A ustra l­
ian L ibrary 
W e e k .
M any m em ­
bers took 
a d v a n ta g e  
o f the o p ­
p o rtu n ity  to 
return items 
they had e i­
ther fo rg o t­
ten about or were too scared to return them fo r fear o f the 
overdue fines!

At R andw ick branch we were able to launch our new 
internet kiosk w ith  the assistance o f the M ayor o f Randwick, 
C o u n c illo r D o m in ic  Su llivan. The in ternet kiosk is a co in  
operated machine sim ilar to those found in shopping centres 
w h ich  w ill operate on a self-serve basis, requ iring no book­
ings yet a fast and accessible way fo r people to check the ir 
e-m ail when in a hurry.

Overall we have accomplished a very successful Australian 
Library Week for 2000. W e are very grateful for the hard work 
o f our volunteers. They impressed us w ith  their enthusiasm for 
more. W e are already planning future collaborative projects.

M elinda M aybury

A t  th e  la u n c h  o f  th e  n e w  in t e r n e t  k io s k  w e r e  L y n n
M c In to s h ,  r e f e r e n c e  a n d  in f o r m a t io n  c o ­

o r d in a to r ;  J u l i e  Ja rv is ,  m a n a g e r ,  l ib r a r y  a n d  
in fo r m a t io n  s e r v ic e s ;  a n d  C o u n c i l lo r  D o m in ic  

S u ll iv a n ,  M a y o r  o f  R a n d w ic k

On track in 2 0 0 0 !
A series o f events held to  ce lebrate  A u stra lian  L ib ra ry  W eek, 
presented by W hitehorse  M anningham  Regional L ib ra ry  C o rpora tion
Bursting at the spine: The launch of 
the Blackburn Library Branch 
extension
The B lackburn lib ra ry  extension was 
o ffic ia lly  launched on W ednesday 17 
M ay by C o u n c illo r Kaele W ay, deputy 
chairperson o f the W h itehorse  M a n ­
ningham Regional Library C orporation 
Library Board. Coffee and muffins were 
served w h ile  members o f the com m u­
n ity  en joyed the spaciousness o f the 
new ly refurbished library.

Children’s much
loved stories on Saturdays!
Children o f all ages enjoyed listening to 
the reading o f the ir favou rite  booksat 
Bulleen Branch Library on Saturday 1 3 
May and Verm ont South Library on Sat­
urday 20 May.

Are you ‘On track'?
Library users were asked to guess how  
many books are in the lib ra ry  c o lle c ­
tion . Book vouchers were awarded to 
members w ho guessed correctly.

Covering your tracks — you are on 
exhibition!
The lib rary created a gallery of people 
w ho use the library. Patrons were asked 
to bring  a pho to  to th e ir local lib ra ry  
branch during May, and the w hole  co l­
lec tion  was on d isp lay at our seven 
branches du ring  June. Special L ibrary 
W eek tattoos were exchanged for the 
photos!

Tracking technology — internet 
classes for new parents, babies 
welcome!
New parents w ho w ant to attend in te r­
net classes, but are hindered by ch ild  
care prob lem s were able to  attend a 
special Australian Library W eek 'In tro ­
duction to the in ternet' class. ITEC and 
Youth Services together offered the 
class at a special reduced price  o f 
$1 5.00 —  and babies were invited!

The very hungry c a te rp illa r  eats its 
way across the state
Public libraries across Victoria took part

in a special Australian Library W eek 
event and read the Very hungry caterpil­
lar on Thursday 18 May. A ll branches of 
the W hitehorse M anningham  Regional 
Library Corporation took part.

Get on the track of your ancestors!
A seminar for library users w ho w ant to 
start a fam ily  history, h igh ligh ting  how  
easy it is to  start, and w ha t they can 
achieve by using the resources at the 
local lib ra ry  —  M ic ro fich e  resources, 
C D-R O M  resources, LamilySearch and 
other genealogy databases, as w e ll as 
the internet.

Fast Track Issues
Last Track Issues (LT!) means that users 
can now  checkout the ir ow n books by 
using the LTI station at Box H ill,  
N unawading, Shoppingtown and Ver­
m ont South branch lib raries. It is a 
great innova tion  for those w ho  are in a 
hurry or those w ho enjoy learning how  
techno logy is m aking life  easier and 
more convenient. ■
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