
Federal Budget 2000
A review  by senior staff o f ALIA  N ational O ffice
In a nutshell: a budget surplus of $2.8 billion, heavily reliant on a cash injection of $2.6 billion from the sale of the new 
mobile telephone spectrum. Reduced (but still robust) GDP growth of 3.75 per cent. GST-fuelled inflation rising to 5.25 per 
cent. A $1.8 billion program of expenditure on regional and rural Australia, featuring health and education initiatives. 
A $2 billion apprenticeship scheme. A small, $124 million increase in funding for universities and higher education.

W h a t 's  in  it f o r  l ib r a r ie s ?
W h i l e  th e  s h a d o w  tre a s u re r  m a y  d e ­
s c r ib e  th is  b u d g e t as a 'p h o n e y ' —  a 
g o o d  pun  if e v e r  th e re  w a s  o n e  —  it is 
a ll o n ly  to o  rea l fo r l ib ra r ie s . T h e  im ­
p le m e n ta t io n  o f th e  N e w  T a x  S y s te m  
from  1 Ju ly  m o ve s  lib ra rie s  in to  th e  p o ­
s it io n  o f tax  c o l le c to r s  fo r  th e  g o o d s  
a n d  s e rv ic e s  tax  a n d  w ith h o ld in g  tax. 
Th is  ro le  shift b rings w ith  it n e w  a d m in ­
is tra tive  an d  re p o rt in g  re q u ire m e n ts . It 
a ls o  has th e  p o te n t ia l to  c h a n g e  the  
n a tu re  o f m a n y  o f th e  re so u rce -sh a rin g  
a rra n g e m e n ts  w h ic h  h a v e  se rv e d  th e  
secto r w e ll  fo r m a n y  years . T h e  treasu r­
e r 's  d e lig h t in re d u c in g  p u b lic  d eb t to 
se ven  p er c e n t  o f G D P  is o f little  c o m ­
fort to lib ra rie s  as th e y  w a tc h  th e ir  p u r­
ch a s in g  p o w e r  d e c re a se  an d  ex isting  or 
p o ten tia l bu dg e t d e fic its  in c re a se  as the 
v a lu e  o f  th e  A u s tr a l ia n  d o lla r  e ro d e s  
aga inst the  A m e r ic a n  d o lla r. O n  a m ore  
p o s it iv e  no te , fu n d in g  fo r re se a rc h  as
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w e l l  as l it e r a c y  a n d  n u m e ra c y  p ro ­
g ram s is o n g o in g .

R e tir e m e n t p o lic y
G S T  p oses en o u g h  p la n n in g  q u es tio n s  
fo r e m p lo y e e s  c lo s e  to re t ire m e n t, so 
the  a b se n c e  o f a n y  ch a n g e s  to  su p e ra n ­
n u a t io n  ru le s  w i l l  b e  w e lc o m e d  b y  
m o st o ld e r  w o rk e rs .  Fo r s u p e ra n n u a ­
t io n , th e  y e a r 's  m o st s ig n if ic a n t  e v e n t  
w i l l  b e  th e  s u p e r  g u a ra n te e  le v y  rise  
fro m  s e ve n  p e r c e n t  to e ig h t  p e r c e n t  
from  1 Ju ly  2 0 0 0 .

B o o k  I n d u s t r y  A ss is ta n c e  P la n
A t the  p ro g ra m  le v e l, the  D e p a r tm e n t  
o f C o m m u n ic a t io n s , In fo rm a tio n  T e c h ­
n o lo g y  an d  th e  A rts w i l l  r e c e iv e  a tota l 
o f $47 .2  m il lio n  o v e r  fo u r yea rs , to  a d ­
m in is te r  a n u m b e r  o f  c o m p o n e n ts  o f 
th e  B o o k  In d u s try  A s s is ta n c e  P la n . 
2 0 0 0 - 2 0 0 1  w i l l  se e  th e  lo n g - a w a ite d  
in tro d u c tio n  o f the  Ed u ca t io n a l Le n d in g  
R ig h t s c h e m e  (E L R ) . E igh t m il l io n  d o l­
lars is p ro v id e d  in th e  f in a n c ia l y e a r  for 
p a y m e n ts  to  e l ig ib le  p u b lis h e rs , a u ­
tho rs , e d ito rs , illu s tra to rs , c o m p ile r s  
an d  t ra n s la to rs  in r e c o g n it io n  o f th e ir  
l ite ra ry  c o n t r ib u t io n  a n d  to  a c k n o w l ­
ed g e  th a t in c o m e  is lost fro m  th e  free  
m u lt ip le - u se  o f  th e ir  b o o k s  in e d u c a ­
t io n a l lib ra r ie s . T h e  E L R  s c h e m e  b u ild s  
o n  th e  e x is t in g  P u b l ic  L e n d in g  R ig h t 
s ch e m e .

T h e  A sso c ia t io n  is a m e m b e r o f the 
s tee ring  c o m m itte e  fo r a c a m p a ig n  a d ­
m in is te re d  b y  the  A u s tra lia  C o u n c il  to 
p ro m o te  b o o k s , re a d in g  a n d  lite ra c y . 
F u n d in g  o f $2 m il lio n  a y e a r  o v e r  fo u r 
y ea rs  w i l l  be  p ro v id e d .

T h e  P la n  a ls o  in c lu d e s  an  a l lo c a ­
tio n  o f  $ 3 0 0  0 0 0  to  c o n tra c t  the  A u s ­
t ra lia n  B u r e a u  o f S ta t is t ic s  to  c o l le c t  
a n n u a l s ta tis t ic s  o n  b o o k  p u b lis h in g  
an d  re ta il sa les  o v e r  th is fo u r- yea r p e ­
riod .

N a tio n a l  c u l tu ra l  in s t i tu t io n s
A u s tra lia 's  n a tio n a l cu ltu ra l ins titu tio n s 
w i l l  r e c e iv e  a tota l fu n d in g  p a c k a g e  o f 
m o re  th an  $ 5 0 0  m il lio n  fo r th is  f in a n ­
c ia l y e a r .  T h e  g o v e rn m e n t  has a l lo ­
c a te d  $ 1 .6  m il lio n  o v e r  th e  nex t fo u r  
y ea rs  fo r th e  N a t io n a l A r c h iv e s  o f A u s ­
t ra lia  to  m a k e  th e  o f f ic ia l  p a p e rs  o f 
fo rm er p r im e  m in iste rs  m o re  a c c e s s ib le  
to the  p u b lic .

E d u c a tio n
W it h in  th e  $461 m il l io n  a l lo c a t e d  to

re se a rc h , in fra s tru c tu re  a n d  re s e a rc h  
tra in in g , in it ia t iv e s  in c lu d e : c o n t in u a ­
tio n  o f  th e  S tra te g ic  P a rtn e rsh ip s  w ith  
In d u s try  —  R e s e a rc h  a n d  T r a in in g  
(S P IR T )  S c h e m e  to  im p ro v e  lin k s  b e ­
tw e e n  u n iv e rs it ie s  a n d  in d u s try ; $ 1 0  
m il l io n  p e r a n n u m  fro m  200 1  fo r 
p ro je c ts  a d d re ss in g  ru ra l a n d  re g io n a l 
issues; an n u a l fu n d in g  from  2001 to  the  
R e se a rch  In fra s tru c tu re  E q u ip m e n t  a n d  
F a c ilit ie s  (R IE F ) S c h e m e .

A  N a t io n a l B io te c h n o lo g y  S tra te g y  
w i l l  b e  fu n d ed  o v e r  fo u r y e a rs  fro m  the  
Industry , S c ie n c e  and  R e so u rce s  b u dget 
to  assist c o m m e rc ia lis a t io n  o f A u s tra l­
ian  b io t e c h n o lo g ic a l  re s e a rc h , g e n e  
te c h n o lo g y  re se a rc h  a n d  o th e r  in i t ia ­
t iv e s . T h e  A u s tra l ia n  S tu d e n t  T ra in e e -  
sh ip  F o u n d a t io n  w h ic h  ass ists  w o rk  
p la c e m e n ts  fo r  s tu d e n ts  u n d e r ta k in g  
v o c a t io n a l tra in in g  w h ile  at s c h o o l has 
b e e n  ex te n d e d  fo r a n o th e r  fo u r  yea rs . 
T h e  Jo b s  P a th w a y  P ro g ra m m e  w h ic h  
p ro v id e s  a b ro ad  ran g e  o f su p p o rt, in ­
c lu d in g  lite ra cy  and  n u m e ra c y  tra in in g , 
to  p re v e n t 'a t risk ' y o u n g  p e o p le  fro m  
b e c o m in g  u n e m p lo y e d  w i l l  r e c e iv e  
$ 1 0 .3  m il lio n  in fu n d in g  fo r 2 0 0 0 -
2 0 0 1 .

In fo rm a tio n  te ch n o lo g y ' fo r  a ll?
T h e  d ig ita l push is a ll-p ervas ive , but the  
m ethods b y  w h ic h  g o ve rn m en ts  a ro u n d  
th e  w o r ld  p ro m o te  su ch  a c t iv i t y  
(th ro u g h  a u c t io n s  o f th e  v a r io u s  s p e c ­
tra ) is o f so m e  c o n c e rn  to  c o u n tr ie s  
w ith  a h igh  le ve l o f in ve s tm e n t in c o m ­
m u n ic a t io n s  p e r c ap ita . A u s tra lia , w ith  
n o t o n ly  g rea t p h y s ic a l  d is ta n c e s  b e ­
tw e e n  c o m m u n it ie s , bu t a ls o  va s t d is ­
ta n c e s  b e tw e e n  us a n d  o u r  
n e ig h b o u r in g  c o u n tr ie s ,  m u st h a v e  
h ig h ly- e ft ic ie n t  a n d  c o m p e t it iv e  c o m ­
m u n ic a tio n  in frastructu res to h e lp  d r iv e  
the  in fo rm a tio n  e c o n o m y  on  w h ic h  w e  
w i l l  th r iv e . Ex tra c tin g  top  d o lla r  v a lu e s  
fro m  the  a u c t io n in g  o f sp e c tra  m a y  b e  
seen  as p o rk - b a rre llin g  fro m  a p u re ly  
c y n ic a l  p e rsp e c tive , y e t  th e se  fu n d s  —  
w in d fa l l  o r n o t —  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  
used  to  im p ro v e  the  o v e ra ll  q u a lit y  o f 
c o m m u n ic a t io n  s e rv ic e s  th a t  A u s t r a l ­
ians w i l l  n eed  to  re m a in  g lo b a l ly  c o m ­
p e tit iv e .
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