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The Research and 
Inform ation section o f 
the Australian Film  
Institu te (A F I) has 
launched a new online 
research fac ility  . . .  The 
new service is a 
searchable online 
catalogue o f the A P I’s 
unique collection o f film  
industty inform ation . ..
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Film collections
The Research and Information section of 

the Austra lian  Film  Institute (A F I) has 
launched  a new  on line  research fa c il­

ity at http://www.afi.org.au/. The new  service 
is a searchab le on line  cata logue of the A F I's  
un ique co lle c tio n  of film  industry in fo rm a­
tion, inc lu d ing  600 000 new s-clipp ings on 
Austra lian  and international film  and te le v i­
sion, journals, annual reports, cast and c rew  
d irecto ries , 5000 books, film  festiva l p ro ­
grams, press kits, scripts, film  stills, CD- 
R O M s  and  databases. M a te r ia l located  on 
the o n lin e  cata lo g u e  can  be requested v ia  
inter-library loan. E-mail to in fo@ afi.org .au  
or snail mail to 49 Eastern Road, South M e l­
bourne, V ic to r ia  3205.

O u t  o f th e  w a it in g  ro o m
Ed u cation  lib rarians and  researchers can  
now  get qu icker access to new  journal infor­
m ation  v ia  the ER IC  C lea ring h o use  on A s ­
sessm ent and Eva lu a tio n 's  n ew  D raft 
Abstracts section at http://ericae.net/sinprog. 
htm . Fo rm erly , there w as a six- to nine- 
month w a it  for m aterial to appear in ER IC/ 
A E 's  tw o databases, Resources in education, 
and Current index to journals in education. 
N o  longer —  the n ew  database, updated  
w eek ly, contains very current abstracts, from 
o ver thirty education  journals, of n ew  arti­
c les and con ference  papers on assessment, 
eva lu a tio n , research m ethods and learn ing  
theo ry . U sers can  search  the database by 
keyw ord  or use som e of the existing search 
strategies supplied  by ER IC/AE.

A n d  i f  t h a t  i s n ’t  e n o u g h ...
The U n ited  States C en ter Research  S ite 
[h ttp ://research .cse.ucla .edu/] is a starting 
point for identifying reports and publications 
from  the N a tio n a l Research  and D e v e lo p ­
ment Centers of the A m erican  Departm ent of 
Education. There are tw e lve  Centers, located 
at d ifferen t un ive rs ities  across the U n ited  
States, and each focuses on a different aspect 
of education , from second language learning 
to education  p o licy  to gifted ch ild ren . The 
Portab le D ocum en t Form at is the preferred 
format for most of these publications, so you 
w ill need to have the A dobe Acrobat Reader 
on your PC  or M ac  to open, read or print this 
research.

G iv in g  it a w a y
In the future, w ill everyth ing  on the w eb  be 
free? First, free b ib liog raph ic  databases ap ­
peared, funded by the fees paid  for artic les 
(the U n C o v e rW e b  m odel). Then artic les be­
gan to be issued for free (the P u b S C IE N C E  
and PubM edC en tra l models). W h o  is paying 
for it? Is it sustainable? It is certa in ly  a trend. 
Stanford U n ive rs ity 's  H ig h W ire  Press is the 
latest (but probably not the last) to announce 
free on line  access, and not just to se lected
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this or that, but to the full-text of more than 
137 000 a rtic les  in the sc ien ce , m ed ic in e  
and te ch n o lo g y  fie lds [h ttp ://h ighw ire. 
stanford.edu/lists/freeart.dtl]. The a va ilab le  
m ateria l com prises three en tire ly  free jou r­
nals, the back  issues of fifty-one jou rnals , 
and trial access to thirty-two more titles. Sub ­
scribers of even one H ig h W ire  title, w hether 
personal or institutional, m ay be ab le  to get 
access to related articles in journals to w h ich  
they do not subscribe. To check  out w hat is 
on offer to w h o m , you  should  ch e ck  each  
journal title ind iv idua lly , as trial access dates 
and back files va ry  from title to title.

E v e ry b o d y ’s d o in g  it
So m any digital co llec tions  are popping up 
that it is high tim e there w as a find ing tool 
just for them. The directory of digitized co l­
lections [http://thoth.bl.uk/] answ ers the 
need. A  ve ry  sim ple-looking site, this, but it 
offers a search  fa c ility  for locating  existing 
co lle c tio n s . H osted  on the British  L ib rary  
site, it bears the IFLA  and U N E S C O  badges 
as w e ll. You can submit your ow n collection  
for inclusion.

G a llic  s u p re m a c y ?
The G a llic a  C lassique digitisation project by 
France 's B ib lio theq ue  N ationa le  is still in its 
ea rly  stages, as yet co n ta in in g  o n ly  a few  
texts, (B a lz a c 's  com p le te  w orks and som e 
w orks by Rousseau , Stendha l and Z o la  
am ong  others). H o w e ve r , w ith  am b itious 
plans to digitise a large body of French litera­
ture, G a l I ica m ay end up as one of the larg­
est e lec tron ic  projects in the w orld . The site 
plans to offer the com p le te  texts (in French 
on ly  —  it w ill  not p ro v id e  English trans la ­
tions) of a num ber of French literary master­
pieces, arranged by period [http://gallica.bnf. 
fr/Classique/].

D ia g n o s is  — w o rk a h o lic
They must be w earing  them selves out at the 
N a tio n a l L ib rary  of M e d ic in e  (N L M ) in the 
U n ited  States. H o t on the heels of 
Pu b M e d C en tra l com es M E D L IN E p lu s , an 
authoritative health information site. Look no 
further for in fo rm ation  on health , d iseases 
and m ed ica l con d itio ns  —  it is all here —  
the N L M 's  answ er to all those crank health 
a d v ic e  sites that the net has spaw ned . The 
N L M  aim  to p rovide peop le  everyw h e re  —  
doctors, patients, researchers —  w ith the lat­
est m edical information. The site also links to 
databases such as M E D L IN E  and the re­
cen tly-revam ped C lin ica lT ria ls .gov.

M a r x ’s m u seu m
P o litica l scientists and h istorians a like  w ill 
find som ething of interest in the Marxists In ­
ternet A rc h iv e  [http ://ww w.m arxists.org/]. 
This n ew  a rch ive , com p iled  by vo lunteers,
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com prises four sections —  writers, non-Eng­
lish m ateria l, h istory, and re ference. The 
w rite rs ' a rc h iv e  p rovides in fo rm ation , in ­
clud ing  their personal writings, of prom inent 
M arxists such as Trotsky, Lenin , and M arx  
h im self, as w e ll as the A m erican  Jam es 
P C ann on , the B o liv ian  re vo lu tio n a ry  Che 
G uevara , and the English socialist, W ill ia m  
M orris.

D ic t io n a r ie s  g a lo re
The A cad em ic  Press Dictionary o f science 
and technology has gone dow n  the free and 
o n lin e  road w ith  this new  se rv ice  at http:// 
w w w .h a rco u rt.co m /d ic t io n a ry / . You  can 
search for a specific term or b row se through 
a list of broad topics such as com puter sc i­
ence, maths or life sciences (w h ich  you can 
then narrow  dow n ). The site also offers you 
the option  of hearing  all kinds of ton g u e ­
tw isting terms p ronounced  via  .w av record ­
ings of w ords or phrases.

D esp ite  the sound op tion , this 
cyberspace  arriva l has p robab ly  been o ve r­
shadow ed by that of the Oxford English dic­
tionary online  http ://ww w.oed.com /. This is 
h eavyw e igh t scholarship , w ith  a hefty price 
tag to m atch (U S$ 5 5 0  pa for ind iv idu a ls ; 
U S$795 pa for institutions).Only subscribers 
can  use the O E D  o n line ; non-subscribers 
can  check  out the 'W o rd  of the d ay ' at the 
site, but not m uch more. (The free tour on ly  
highlights w hat you are missing.) The on line 
ve rs ion  w ill be updated  quarterly : n ew  
w ords w ill be added and revisions m ade to 
the m any thousands of existing entries.

B o o k  lo v e rs
A n tiq u a rian s  should  bookm ark  a n ew  re ­
source, Books and Book Co llecting , at http:/ 
/w w w .trussel.com /f_books.h tm . This is the 
spot for rare or out-of-print books, includ ing 
m issing vo lum es  of sets. The site 's search  
form  a llo w s  you  to query  m u ltip le , linked 
sites in one step. H ope fu l buyers can  post 
requests here too. The site is also handy for 
the seeker after dust jackets, author s igna­
tures and other arcana.

M o re  v ir tu a l  r e fe re n c e
P ro je c t B a rtleb y  n o w  inc ludes the 
searchab le  o n lin e  version  of the third ed i­
tion  of Roget's thesaurus, rather g rand ly  
ca lled  Roget II —  the new  thesaurus. It is at
http ://w w w . bartleby.com /62.

B ib lio m a n ia  [h ttp ://w w w .b ib lio m an ia , 
com/] is the p lace  for fu lly  searchab le  full- 
text editions of classic w orks of fiction (Jane 
Austen and Charles D ickens, am ong others), 
non-fiction  (Freud , G ib b o n , C lau sew itz , 
A dam  Sm ith), poetry, and even  a few  refer­
en ce  titles, such as Brew er's d ictionary of 
phrase and fable [h ttp ://w w w .b ib liom an ia .

com /Reference/PhraseAndFable/J. This is the 
1 895 edition of this reference co llection  sta­
ple, but m uch of the material is still relevant 
and useful. The main site also inc ludes the 
com p le te  p lays of Shakespeare, and new  ti­
tles in a ll categories are constan tly  being 
added.

F e m a le  f ig u re s
The W o r ld  Bank  no w  hosts a database of 
gender statistics, Genderstats, at http:// 
gendersta ts .w orldbank .o rg/m enu .asp . You 
can search for statistics by country or browse 
categories such as popu lation , labour force 
and  m aternal m orta lity . The tab les can  be 
d o w n lo ad ed  into M icroso ft Excel for those 
w h o  w an t to c run ch  the num bers them ­
se lves. S e lec ted  re fe rence  tab les from  the 
Bank 's  W o r ld  D eve lo p m en t Ind icators can 
also be v iew e d  in Po rtab le  D o cum en t For­
mat. These in c lu d e  gender d ifferences, re­
p roductive health and gender and education.

O n lin e  a lm a n a c
The A lm anac o f Am erican Politics 2000  is 
n o w  a v a ila b le  o n lin e  at h ttp ://w w w . 
freedom channe l.com /a lm anac/a lm anac_o f_ 
a m e r_p o l.c fm . The a lm an ac  p rovides pro ­
files of each  m em ber of the U n ited  States 
Congress; essays; and inform ation on presi­
dential politics, cam paign finance, state and 
cong ress iona l d istricts and congress iona l 
com m ittees. The a lm anac  is b row seab le  by 
state, district or nam e, or searchab le by key­
w ord .

H ig h  im p a c t
Librarians in acad em ia  w ill p robab ly  en joy 
the IS I's new  H ot Papers database. The serv­
ice identifies the most cited research articles 
from m ore than 8000 international journals. 
It tracks journal articles (published w ith in  the 
latest tw o  years) that have attracted m ore at­
tention than others in the same field. Certain 
to get the co m p e tit iv e  ju ice s  f lo w in g ... 
[h ttp ://w w w .sc iencew ise .com /sw resea rch /  
hotm em ber.htm ].

B r it is h  law
The British and Irish Legal Inform ation Insti­
tute at http ://w w w .bailii.o rg/ offers free a c ­
cess to British and Irish legal m aterials, and 
cu rren tly  con ta ins o ve r 75 000 searchab le  
docum ents. These com e from fourteen data­
bases from five  jurisd ictions, w h ich  m ay be 
searched  in d iv id u a lly  or jo in tly . These in ­
c lu d e  U n ited  K ingdom  H ouse of Lords D e ­
cisions, England and W a le s  H igh Court and 
C ourt of A p pea l D ec is io ns , Scottish  H igh 
C ourt D ec is io ns , N orthern  Ire land  H igh 
C ourt and Court of A ppea l D ec is ions , and 
Irish H igh Court and Court of Appea l D e c i­
sions, am ong others. ■
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Contributions and 
suggestions for this 
column are always 
welcome. Please 
contact Belinda 

Weaver via e-mail.

The World Bank now 
boo to a database o f 

gender otatiotico, 
Genderotato . .. You 

can search fo r  
ofatuities by country 
or browse categories 
such as population, 

labour force and 
m aternal m orta lity...
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