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• 29/4 Vic UCRLS section Electronic publications: 
the official line... government publications RMIT 
Uni Library, 360 Swanston Street, Building 8, Level 
5, Seminar room 1,5:30 for 6pm. RSVP to. Colin 
Bates, ph 03 5227 2713, fx 03 5227 2437, 
colinb@deakin.edu.au
• 24/5 Vic School Libraries section. Jamie Mc
Kenzie. Venues and cost TBA. Contact: Maelor Him- 
bury, ph 03 9336 2555, fx 03 9367 9361, 
maelor@melbpc.org.au
• 26/6 Vic School Libraries section. Current is
sues i.e. 'bite', curriculum resourcing and VCE Ven
ues and cost TBA. Contact: Maelor Himbury, ph 03 
9336 2555, fx 03 9367 9361, maelor® 
melbpc.org.au
• 3/7 Vic Library Technician section. Techs on 
tour. Tours will include the State Library of Victoria, 
a guest speaker and a choice of special/academic 
libraries. Lunch will be available. Contact: Kerrie 
Kelly, ph 03 9669 9721, kerriek@slv.vic.gov.au

IWA
• 20/4-19/10 WA Library Technicians section 
meeting. Venue: TBA. Meeting dates: 20/4; 19/5; 
15/6; 17/8; 15/9*; 19/10. Contact: Wendy Mona
ghan, ph 08 9427 3267, wmonaghan@ 
mail.liswa.wa.gov.au (‘ date subject to change.)
• 2/5 WA Local Studies section. Visit to Harvey. 
Stirling's Cottage, May Gibbs Room (lunch SlOph), 
Harvey Historical Society Museum and Harvey Oral 
History Collection. For details contact: Julie Zuvela, 
ph 08 9386 6230, fx 08 9389 8742, 
jzuvela@nedlands.wa.gov.au.
• 4/8 WA Local Studies section. Visit to Nation
al Archives. Hands on workshop, commencing 5pm 
for 5:30pm. Details TBA. Contact: Julie Zuvela, ph 
08 9386 6230, fx 08 9389 8742, 
jzuvela@nedlands.wa.gov.au.

A L W
• 17-23/5 Australian Library Week 1999, Li
braries: explore and discover. See the 4-page bro
chure of products available in the March issue in
cite. Contact ALIA National Office, PO Box E441, 
Kingston 2604, ph 02 6285 1877, fx 02 6282 
2249, enquiry@alia.org.au, 'www.alia.org.au/alw/ 
17-23/5 RMIT Publishing. Library Week Special 
Offer. Free access to selected databases on the In- 
formit Online Internet service. Libraries will have free 
access to a range of databases on sport, tourism, 
hospitality, historical records, genealogy', current af
fairs, and more. Ph 03 9349 4994, info@ 
rmitpublishing.com.au

Conf
24-25/4 Country Public Library Group of Victoria 
are hosting The Mobile Millennium a bookmobile 
conference at Swan Hill. Topics include: Keynote 
speaker from US, Launch of 10 new bookmobiles 
built as part of world-first cooperative project, plus 
many others. For registration details, contact Bruce 
Myers, ph 03 5032 2404, bmyers@swanhi!l. 
vic.gov.au
• 18-20/7 National TAFE Section Biennial confer
ence. TAFE Libraries — Adding Value The Confer
ence will focus on how TAFE libraries add value to 
vocational education and training. Wrest Point Con
vention Centre, Hobart. Contact: Mures Convention 
Management, Victoria Dock, Hobart 7000, ph 03 
6234 1424, fx 03 6234 4464, conventions© 
mures.com.au
22-23/7 The Vital Link: Library Staffing in the 21st 
Century. City West Campus, Uni South Australia 
For futher information contact Ann Luzeckyj, Re
search and Development Librarian, Uni South Aus
tralia, Holbrooks Road, Underdale 5032, ph 08 
8302 7040, fx 08 8302 6756, ann.luzeckyj@ 
unisa.edu.au
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Making news around Australia
Selected reprints from newspapers and magazines in recent months

PC plan not PC
by John D av id so n , The F in an cia l Review , 
18 February 1999

Ausin fo  has ordered that cop ies of T h e  re
v ie w  of p o lic y  re lating to encryp tion  tech 
n o log ies ' w ritten  by form er A S IO  depu ty  
d irector-genera l be rem oved  from  lib rary  
shelves. The report recom m ended  that A S IO  
be a llow ed  to turn PCs into listening devices.

An artificial world that’s not fantastic
by Trevor J Thom as, The Financia l Review , 
17 February 1999

V irtua l rea lity  is the next big th ing —  the 
thing that cou ld  o ve rshad ow  books and the 
internet ea rly  next cen tury. A cco rd in g  to M r 
Thom as it w ill  take o rd in a ry  p eop le  into 
p laces they cou ld  never hope to go because 
of phys ica l d isab ility , rem ote loca tion , or 
eco n om ic  constraints.

The m ovem ent w ill begin inside business 
serv ices and  tourism , the ed u ca tion  and 
train ing systems and in the d e live ry  of gov
ernm ent services. V irtua l reality  w ith  e n v i
ronm enta l effects, d riven  by d ig ital v id eo  
disks and pow erfu l desktop v isua lisa tion  
com puters w ill begin to diffuse across soc i
ety. W h a t  part w ill the local lib rary p lay?

Literacy program gets axe
Northcote Leader 10 February 1 999

Fund ing  cuts have  fo rced  the c lo su re  of 
Darebin Libraries' literacy program. Approx i
m ately 120 students used the service run at 
N o rthco te  L ib rary  last yea r w h e re  they re
ce ived  general adult education  and com p u 
ter lessons. D a reb in  L ib raries m anager 
A nge lo  G asp a rin i said the program 's axing 
w as forced by the loss o f $74 447 funding 
from the regional cou n cil of Adult, C om m u
nity and Further Education .

Libraries break down walls
by M ark  Butler, The Australian  16 February 
1999

Representatives from the state libraries, the 
National A rch ives of Australia, the Australian 
N a tio n a l G a lle r y , the N a tio n a l Film  and 
Sound A rch ive , and the Australian  W a r  M e 
morial, gathered in Canberra to listen to, and 
be inspired by, Laura C am pbe ll from the Li
brary of Congress D ig ita l L ib rary  Program . 
The visit w as  insp ira tion a l, and the forum  
m em bers h ave  de legated  a sm all group to 
hone the ir ideas for an A ustra lian  story 
project. [See p20 for m ore detail of Laura 's 
visit.)

Award goes to Janette
Doncaster/Tem plestowe News, 10 February 
1999

Janette Coghill has been nam ed student w in 
ner in the V ic to r ia n  W o rk C o v e r  A u tho rity

A w ards for her research into m anual lifting 
problem s in libraries. Janette com p le ted  four 
years o f part-time study last yea r at the 
D o n caste r cam pus of Box H ill Institute of 
TA FE.

Scandal in the reading room
M elbourne Times, 24 February 1 999

The State Library of V icto ria 's  dom ed reading 
room is the inspiration for Sue G o re  and B ill 
G arner's  latest play, The terms and gram m ar 
o f creation. The p lay  is based on a series of 
m em os the co u p le  d isco ve red  w h ile  re 
search ing  the argum ent w h ic h  took  p la ce  
between the ch ief librarian and his deputy at 
the turn of the century.

Internet2’s backbone goes online
by John Sterlicch i, The Australian, 2 M arch  
1999

The first phase of the Internet2's A b ilen e  fi
bre-optic backbone has been launched . In- 
ternet2 is a high-speed research  netw o rk  
being d eve lop ed  by un ivers ities , business 
and governm en t in the U n ited  States. The 
w ork  is being co-ordinated by the U n ivers ity  
Corporation  for A dvanced  Internet D e ve lo p 
ment. !nternet2 w ill even tu a lly  con n ect 150 
un ive rs ities  and  research  cen tres in the 
U n ited  States w ith  high-speed fib re-optic  
cab le .

W h ile  Internet2 is not in tended  to re 
p lace the internet, it is believed that scientists 
w ill d eve lo p  n ew  techn o lo g ies  that w ill 
trick le dow n  to the pub lic  internet.

Librarians heading to Britain
Pakenham /Berw ick Gazette  24 Feb ruary  
1999

Kath ie O ld en  and H e len  P o co ck  w ill head 
for Brita in  in June for six w eeks of w o rk  ex 
perience w ith B lackw e lls  as a reward for top
p ing their c lass at M onash  U n iv e rs ity 's  
G raduate  D ip lom a in Inform ation M a n a g e 
ment. B la ck w e lls  sponsor an aw ard  for the 
tw o  most outstanding students in the course 
each  year. The scho larsh ip  in c lu d es  travel 
costs, accom m od ation  and a car to exp lore 
the cou n trys id e  on w eek-ends. The 
B la ck w e ll scholars also visit libraries around 
O x ford  and spend tim e in the British  L i
brary 's docum ent d e live ry  service .

$6m Roblna library called ‘waste’
by M u rray  H ubbard , G o ld  Coast Sun,
1 7 February 1 999

C ounc illo r D aw n  C rich o lo w  has attacked the 
proposed $6m illion  Robina lib rary and com 
m un ity cen tre  as being unw arran ted  and a 
waste of ratepayers' m oney. She says that the 
future of libraries is to becom e sm aller, high- 
tech facilities w ith  extensive com puter use. 
'L ib raries cou ld  even  be privatised  and run
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from p laces like v id eo  shops', she said.

ACCC booked for inquiry
by Katharine M urphy, The Financial Review , 
27 February 1999

The Federal G o ve rn m en t has m oved  to es
tablish a form al inqu iry into dom estic book 
prices. The G o ve rnm en t has asked the A us
tralian Com petition  and Consum er C om m is
sion to con d u ct an investigation  into book 
prices.

The A C C C  has already begun consultations 
with industry participants, and gathering data 
about international price comparisons.

Cyberspace libraries
The Canberra Times, 8 M arch  1999

Virtual libraries, like their bricks and mortar 
counterparts, are on ly  as good as the people 
w h o  look after them . In fo rm ation  in 
cyberspace needs librarians to help maintain 
the large virtual libraries. If you  are p roduc
ing a virtual lib rary system you need the re

sources and services of professional inform a
tion m anagers.

N e tim pact Pub lish ing  uses the specialist 
skills of librarians in develop ing  the a rch itec 
ture to m ake a virtual lib rary into a k n o w l
edge-based inform ation system. G o o d  infor
m ation  a rch ite c tu re  turns in fo rm ation  into 
know ledge and docum ents into inform ation 
on dem and.

Library sets standard
The Sunday Telegraph, 1 4 M arch  1 999

A state-of-the-art techno logy  lib rary in Syd 
ney's south w ill set the standard for Australia, 
Fturstville m ayor M ick  F raw ley  said. The $7 
m illion  H urstv iIle  C ity  Library w ill be part of 
the Phoenix C ardens project w ith the ground 
floor lib rary sitting be low  eight floors of resi
dential units. The new  library w ill replace the 
existing H u rstvi I le C ity  lib rary  in the C iv ic  
Centre. W ith  a floor space of 3500 the new  
library w ill be the third largest library in Syd 
ney. ■

Special offer
M. ,

The Australian dictionary of acronyms and abbreviations
4th edition,by David J Jones (1995,472 pp soft i s b n  086805217)

Abbreviations, acronyms and initialisations are an increasingly important part of 
written and spoken communications. Every day we see and hear more of them. 
Some are commonly understood, but many are obscure. As a reference librarian 
David J Jones has had to deal with many enquiries about the meanings of abbrevia
tions; and he found Australian abbreviations posed the most difficulties because no

dictionary of Australian abbreviations 
existed —  so he compiled this one.

This vital reference work contains 
47 000 entries, almost double that of 
the 3rd edition. The entries come from 

| all fields of human endeavour, includ
ing science and technology, econom
ics, politics, law, medicine, commerce, 
library and information science.

This is an essential reference work for 
libraries, schools, offices, those who 
work with words and any one who has 
an interest in modern Australian Eng
lish usage.

As a special offer, the Australian Library 
and Information Association is offer- 

■ ing the 4th edition for $15.00 for ALIA 
members, and $20.00 for non-mem
bers.

Orders should be mailed or faxed to 
ALIA, PO Box E441, Kingston 2604, 
fax 02 6282 2249.

29-31/7 Australian Society of Archivists Conference 
and AGM. Archives at risk: Accountability, Vulnera
bility, and Credibility. Sheraton Hotel, Brisbane. 
Contact: Nola Fulwood, ph 07 3875 8755, fx 07 
3875 8764, Nola.Fulwood@dciigp.qld.gov.au
• 22-26/8 8th Asian Pacific Special Health and 
Law Librarians conference. Strait to the future. 
Wrest Point Hotel Casino, Hobart. Contact: Mures 
Convention Management, Victoria Dock, Hobart 
7000, ph 03 6234 1424, fx03 6234 4464, 
conventions@mures.com.au, www.alia.org.au/con- 
ferences/strait/
• 6-8/9 Reference and Information Service section
conference. 1999 and Beyond— Partnerships and 
Paradigms. Venue: Hilton Hotel, Sydney. Contact: 
ACMS Conventions & Exhibitions Pty Ltd, P0 Box 
468, Paddington 2021, ph 02 9332 4622, fx 02 
9332 4066, raiss99@acms.com.au
www.csu.edu.au/special/raiss99/
• 8-10/9 10th ALIA National Library Technicians 
Section conference. Projections reflections. The Es
planade Hotel, Fremantle, Western Australia. Con
tact: Anne Nicolay, Keynote Conferences, P0 Box 
1126, West Leederville 6001, ph 08 9382 3799, fx 
08 9380 4006, keynote@ca.com.au
• 13-15/1013th National Cataloguing conference. 
Charting the Information Universe. Carlton Crest 
Hotel, Brisbane. Contact: Intermedia Convention 
and Event Management, ph 07 3369 0477, fx 07 
3369 1512, cat99@im.com.au, www.alia.org.au/ 
sections/cat/conferences/
• 12-13/11 2nd Local Studies conference. Post 
haste the millennium: opportunities and challenges 
in local studies. Contact: Jenni Woodroffe, conven
or, ph/fx 08 9367 4759, jenni@omen.net.au
• 14-17/11 Public Libraries conference. How far 
have we come... how far can we (^Organised by 
ALIA WA Public Libraries section. Sheraton Perth 
Hotel, Perth. Contact: Promaco Pty Ltd, ph 08 9364 
8311, fx 08 9316 1453, promaco® 
promaco.com.au, www.promaco.com.au/confer- 
ence/1999/alia

All in c ite  Events are limited to 40 
words maximum and must include: 
date, name o f Division, title o f event, 
theme and key speaker (if relevant), 
venue, time, costs, and a contact 
name with phone and fax numbers.
ALIA divisions should mail, e-mail 
or fax details of forthcoming events 
to the address shown below, or use 
our website electronic form on 
ALIAnet.
Non-ALIA entries: Send (at a cost of 
$40 for 40 words) with your complete 
billing details to in c ite  Events, 
ALIA, PO Box E441, Kingston, ACT 
2604; fax 02 6282 2249, or e-mail 
events@alia.org.au. An invoice will 
be sent to the address indicated with 
your entry. For a small additional 
cost, your event may be listed on our 
website. Cal! for details.

• b u lle ts  in d ica te  a c tiv itie s  
o rg a n ise d  b y  A L IA  D iv is io n s
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