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The who 1? G S T  
Inquiry Li a 
tim ely reminder 
of the unpact o f 
tunny static tier, 
modelling and 
catchwords 
effectively...
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Fifteen-second sound bite
In February the Assoc ia tion  w as invited  to 

g ive e v id en ce  before the Senate em p lo y ­
ment, w o rkp lace  relations, small business 

and education  com m ittee hearing on its ref­
erence : G S T  —  a N e w  Tax System  Inquiry. 
Craig  Anderson and I attended, it being for­
tuitous that our president is also the manager 
of the library system on w h ich  the m odelling 
in our subm ission w as based.

The line of question ing  by Senators w as 
ve ry  m uch  focussed on the issue of books 
being exem pted from the G ST . The A ustra l­
ian D em ocrats has the p o lic y  position that 
books should be excluded from the G ST  and 
issued a press release on the m orning of the 
hearing announcing  that they w ou ld  be pur­
suing this position w ith  the Association .

The case for a G S T  exem ption  for books 
is w ell-argued in subm issions to the Inqu iry 
by the Australian Publishers Association, the 
Printing Industries Assoc ia tion , the A ustra l­
ian Booksellers A ssociation  and the Austra l­
ian Soc ie ty  of Authors. The Association  sup­
ports an exem ption  on books and serials, 
w ith in  our w ide-ranging subm ission.

The m atter o f de fin it io n  of 'books and 
seria ls ' is o f interest to the C om m ittee , re­
gardless of po litica l a ffilia tion . If 'books and 
serials' are to be exem pted, then w hat is to 
be inc lu d ed  in that d e fin it io n ? If a ll books 
and serials w ere  to be G S T  exem pt is it ap ­
propriate then that the fash ion , hobby and 
gossip m agazines for exam p le  be treated in 
the sam e w a y  as a ca d em ic  jou rna ls? W h a t  
m ay be ed u cation a l in one  context and to 
some readers m ay be enterta inm ent to oth ­
ers. W h a t  about other resources such as v id ­
eos, and C D - R O M s? The Association  has re­
sponded on this matter in relation to libraries 
and p rovided  the exam p le  of the C anad ian  
exem ption for libraries and schools based on 
a rebate of one hundred per cent of the G ST  
on purchases of books and those period icals 
bought by subscrip tion and con ta in ing  five 
per cen t advertising or less.

W h a t  the Senators w e re  rea lly  seeking 
w as som e m odelling  or e v id ence  of the im ­
pact on the G S T  on em p loym ent, o f books 
(and serials) being exem pted. This is not in ­
form ation that the Association  can or should 
be ab le to p rovide in this instance and in re­
sponse referred the com m ittee to the m odel­
ling p rov id ed  by the A ustra lian  Pub lishers 
and the Printing Industries Associations.
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C ra ig  and I fo llo w ed  the M c D o n a ld 's  
team  in g iving ev id ence , and no free chips 
for guessing w h ich  of the e leven  organ isa ­
tions appearing that day grabbed the m edia 
atten tion . W a rn in g s  of job  losses of 7000 
(m ostly young people) across the food serv­
ices sector if food se rv ices are taxed, or 
21 000 if food is taxed in restaurants and 
cafes but is exem pt in superm arkets, are 
com pelling .

The w h o le  G S T  In q u iry  is a t im e ly  re­
m inder of the im pact of using statistics, m od­
e llin g  and ca tch w o rd s  e ffe c t iv e ly . W e  are 
on ly  too aw are  that inform ation provided for 
im pact needs to be ab le  to be packaged  in 
concise, and if necessary exploitative, 'grabs' 
—  fifteen-second sound bites if it is for the 
electron ic  media. I w e ll rem em ber one of my 
p ub lic  p o licy  lecturers exhorting us to app ly 
the A C A  (A  Current A ffair) test to our po licy  
deve lopm ent. The co ld  reality  is that po liti­
c ians, governm ent and the m edia take more 
no tice  o f the m ed ia-savvy 'grabs' from the 
M c D o n a ld 's  e v id e n ce  than they do  of the 
m oral or eth ica l c la im  that a G S T  on books 
is a tax on learn ing or reading, even  though 
the latter c la im  is just as va lid .

A  great deal has been ach ieved  over the 
last few  years in raising the profile o f our sec­
tor. To con tinue  to do this, and to be even 
m ore effective in lobbying for and prom oting 
ou r sector, the A ssoc ia tion  must ap p ly  the 
extensive inform ation skills a va ilab le  to it to 
d eve lop  resources that can  substantiate and 
illustrate our cla im s. There are a num ber of 
things w e  can do.

The most critica l are on our shortlist:

• com p ile  sources of re levant statistics and 
survey results;

• com p ile  sources of m odelling  re levant to 
the sector;

• secure access to and use of these sources;

• com m ission  research or m odelling  —  the 
A C IR R T  w o rk p la ce  su rvey  has been in ­
va luab le ;

• p rod uce  p rom otiona l m ateria ls , such as 
'quo tab le  facts'.

D id  you know  there are m ore pub lic  li­
b raries in N e w  South  W a le s  than 
M c D o n a ld 's  restaurants? The latest A nnual 
Pub lic Library Statistical Return proves it. a
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