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Ruth M c In ty re  has been nam ed as the 
W A  Sp ec ia l L ib rarian  of the Year for 
1998. Ruth, the inform ation resources 

m anager of the Konciin in  G ro u p , has o ve r 
tw en ty  years o f ex p e r ien ce  as a lib ra rian . 
Ruth re ce ived  her aw ard  at the A L IA  W A  
Branch  annual general meeting. Raeco  Inter­
national, particu larly  the W estern  Australian  
M anager, Roger Stanton, has supported this 
event since its inception .

Ruth M c In ty re  has w o rked  in a w id e  
spectrum of libraries and inform ation centres 
throughout her career. In fact, she w as the 
president o f the N e w  Eng land  Reg iona l 
G roup  of the Library Association of Australia 
in 1976.

H er career has spanned thirty years, she 
has held positions at the U n ive rs ity  of S yd ­
ney, Un ivers ity  of N e w  England, C S IR O  Pas­
toral Research  Laborato ry  (A rm id a le , N e w  
South  W a le s ) and  the W e s te rn  A ustra lian  
Farm ers Federation . In 1995, the Kond in in  
G ro u p  appointed  Ruth to d eve lop  the infor­
m ation  resources requ ired  to support the 
Farm Line Information Service. Later, this role 
w as recogn ised  as a business stream  in its 
ow n  right, in order to a llo w  funds for p ro v i­
sion of inform ation to the organ isation  as a 
w ho le .

As w e ll as these roles, Ruth initiated and 
is the p rin c ip a l investigato r o f the fully- 
funded  pro ject, Standardised classification 
scheme and thesaurus for Australian agricul­
tural extension literature. Ruth is also the 
Kond in in  G ro u p 's  contact and co-ordinator 
for the Prim e Notes project, a com pilation  of 
agricu ltural inform ation on C D - R O M . Ruth 
co-ordinates the preparation of m aterials on 
behalf of the Kondin in  G roup  and the G ra ins 
Research and D eve lopm ent Corporation . As 
w ell as these jobs, Ruth has m ade the tim e to 
supervise tw o  p racticum  students.

Ruth w orked  as a com m ittee m em ber of 
the A L IA  Sp ec ia l L ib raries Sec tio n  (W A  
G roup ) for tw o  years. D uring  this time, Ruth 
hosted tw o  h igh ly- in fo rm ative  tours to the 
K ond in in  G ro u p  and presented a paper at 
the A L IA  C P D  C om m ittee 's  Forum  on In for­
m ation  Packag ing . Presen ting  papers is 
Ru th 's p rev io u s ly  w 'ell-h idden talent. B e ­
tween 1996 and 1998, she presented confer­
ence  papers at the N S W  C ountry  Pub lic  L i­
braries' Association Conference, the 7th Asia 
Pacific  Specia ls Law  and H ealth  Conference 
and the 5th A L IA  B ienn ia l Conference. If her 
abstract is accep ted , Ruth w ill also speak at 
the 8th Asia Pac ific  Specia ls Law  and H ealth  
C onference in H obart later this year.

In Ju ly  1997, Ruth w as e lec ted  as the 
W estern  Austra lian  N a tio n a l C o u n c illo r  for 
A C L IS  and this led to her inc lusion  on W e s t ­
ern A ustra lian  B ranch  C o u n c il.  These 
com m ittm ents necessitated  her resignation  
from the W estern  Australian Spec ia l Libraries 
com m ittee at the end of 1997.

In her role in the agricu ltural inform ation 
sector, Ruth has been the president of the Ag- 
ricu ltu ra l In fo rm ation  A sso c ia tio n  for A u s ­
tralasia (A G R IA A ) s ince O c to b e r 1998.

H er em p loym ent history and ac tive  par­
tic ipation  in and outside of A L IA  show  that 
Ruth is innovative , has in itia tive and is pre­
pared to share her know ledge and expertise. 
W ith  her trem endous experience and con tri­
bution to the inform ation industry, Ruth is a 
w orthy recip ient of the 1998 A w ard .

Ling Heang, Kondinin  C ro u p
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SLNSW, Dixon Room, 9—4:30pm. For further 
information, please contact Judy Drayton, ph 
02 9735 1281, fx 02 9649 2620.
• 31/3 ALIA NSW Branch AGM. Guest 
speaker: Dale Spender. Uni of Sydney, Womens 
College, 15 Carillion Ave, Newtown. 6.30 for 
7pm. Motions meeting must reach the Local 
Presence Co-ordinator, P0  Box 246 Artarmon 
2064, fx 9906 5987 by 10/3. Motions on no­
tice will be published on the ALIANSW listserv. 
RSVP to: Jo-anne Fuller or Heather Black, ph 02 
9906 6000, jojo1@ozemail.com.au
• 17/4 NSW Library Technician section 
General meeting. Charles Sturt University, 
Panorama Avenue, Bathurst. 1pm. Lunch 
provided at meeting, dinner afterwards, fur­
ther activity on Sunday 18th. Contact: Anne 
Huges for dinner reservations, ph 02 6332 
3488, phuges@lisp.com.au
• 20/4 ALIA NSW Branch Council meet­
ing, 6pm in the Jean Garling Room, State Li­
brary of NSW . Observers welcome. RSVP to 
Jo-anne Fuller or Heather Black, ph 02 9906 
6000, jojo1@ozemail.com.au
• 6/5-11/11 NSW CYSS section. Commit­
tee meeting —  everybody welcome, 5:30pm 
6/5 (Auburn Library); 8/6 (Pre-book week ex­
travaganza); 20/7 (tba); 8/9 (Parramatta City 
Library); 22/10 (Management seminar); 11/ 
11 (Burwood Library). Contact Mylee Joseph, 
ph 02 9777 7900, fx 02 9413 2038.
• 8/5 NSW Library Technician section. 
Committee meeting (everybody welcome). Video 
conference Room, Level 2, University of Technol­
ogy, Sydney —  City Campus Library, Corner 
Quay Street and Ultimo Road, Broadway, 1pm 
(lunch provided). Contact: Stephen Coppins, ph 
02 9514 3036, Stephen.Coppins@uts.edu.au
• June NSW Library Technicians sec­
tion. Children's storytime & activities work­
shop. Contact Stephen Coppins, ph 02 9514 
3036, Stephen.Coppins@uts.edu.au
• 9/6 NSW Library Technician section Gen­
eral meeting. Library locums, Level 9,162 Goul- 
burn Street, Surry Hills, 5:30pm (refreshments 
provided). Contact: Stephen Coppins, ph 02 
9514 3036, Stephen.Coppins@uts.edu.au

Q id
• 3/3 QLD Special Libraries section. On­
line and On Disc Expose. Hear feedback from 
colleagues who attended the Online Confer­
ence in Sydney. BCC Headquarters, 19 Wan- 
doo Street, Fortitude Valley. 5:30pm, Free, 
nibbles, drinks. Contact: Jill Don, ph 07 3247 
8669. RSVP by 1/3.
• 8/3 QLD Special Libraries section In­
ternational Women's Day. Join the Specials 
Committee in celebrating IWD with drinks at 
Ed & M ary’s, Corner Edward and Mary 
Streets, Brisbane. 6pm, nibbles provided, 
BYO drink money. Contact: Beth Mayo, ph 07 
3228 9386, Beth_Mayo@corrs.com.au RSVP 
by 3/3
16/3 Research Databases on the Web 
Workshop. Hands-on training presented by In­
terchange, use of guest logins for some fee 
based services. Venue: BCC Library Admin HQ, 
9:30—12:30pm. Cost: S125 per person (10%  
disc ALIA members). Bookings essential. Ph 07 
3892 5495, interchange@uq.net.au 
22/3 Kinetica Web Interface informa­
tion and Demonstration Session, 9- 
12:30pm, QUT Library, Gardens Point, Room 
V771, V Block. $50pp Bookings to Barb Ew­
ers, ph 07 3864 5183, b.ewers@qut.edu.au 
25/3 Kinetica Web Interface Informa­
tion and Demonstration Session, 1- 
4:30pm, QUT Library, Gardens Point, Room 
V771, V Block. $50pp. Bookings to Barb Ew ­
ers, ph 07 3864 5183, b.ewers@qut.edu.au
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