
D irectlin e A busy time of year
Virginia Walsh, executive director

T
he D ecem ber- January  period has usu­
a lly  been the perfect tim e of year to 
catch  up w ith  all those outstanding 
items that have piled up over the year. But 

this year w e  have been kept busy w ith  the 
Senate Inqu iry into the G S T  and w ith  signifi­
can t issues on copyrigh t com ing  to a head.

Jose Borghino, Rosie Scott 
Virginia Walsh, Libby 
Gleeson, and Virginia 
Gordon met in Canberra 
during November

O n  24 N o ve m b e r I met w ith  Jose 
Borgh ino  (Executive D irector, Australian So ­
c ie ty  of Authors), L ib b y  G leeso n  (A SA 's  
spokesperson on ed u ca tion  lend ing  right), 
Rosie Scott (C ha ir of the m anagem ent co m ­
m ittee of the A SA ) and V irg in ia  G ordon  rep­
resenting the A B A . The group w as iri C a n ­
berra to lobby key parliam entarians as part 
of their 'no  G S T  on books' cam paign  and to 
persuade the C oa lition  to introduce the ELR 
as a matter of u rgency. W e  have agreed to 
hold further d iscussions w ith  the A B A  and 
A S A  to d eve lop  strategies for co-operation. 
M e a n w h ile  A L IA  w ill con tin u e  its lobbying 
efforts d irected  at ensuring that the GST-free 
status p roposed  for lib raries  does not p ro ­
duce costly imposts w h ich  w ill affect service 
d e live ry  to users.

sition of Northern Territory Library copyright 
po licy  officer. H er w ork in the A L IA  National 
O ffice  has inc luded  w ork  on the regulation 
of on line  content and related digital censo r­
ship and p rivacy  issues. She has also been 
responsible for the current round of con trac ­
tual negotiations w ith  the D epartm en t of 
Education , Tra in ing  and Youth  Affairs in re­
lation to the A borig ina l and Torres Strait Is­
lander Em p loym ent Strategy.

Rosem arie's initial task w ill be to provide 
a point of con tact w ith in  the A L IA  N ational 
O ff ic e  for our m em bers. She w ill also pro ­
v id e  p o licy  ad v ice  to the execu tive  d irector 
and to G en era l C o un c il on all p o licy  issues 
related to copyright —  particularly the digital 
reform agenda.

D iscuss ion s  w ill  c o n t in u e  w ith  the L i­
b raries  C o p y rig h t C o m m itte e  and  w ith  
m em bers about the A L IA  copyright function. 
It is expected  that, fo llo w in g  the dec is ion  of 
the A C L IS  copyrigh t o fficer to seek em p lo y ­
ment e lsew here , a decis ion  w ill be taken in 
the n ew  yea r ab ou t the re cru itm en t o f a 
copyrigh t expert to p rovide a d v ice  to m em ­
bers and  to further d eve lop  the lib rary  sec ­
tor's copyrigh t ad vo cacy  program  —  here in 
A u s tra lia  and  through  ap p rop ria te  lia ison  
w ith  in te rna tio n a l o rg an isa tio n s  such  as 
IFLA .

It is our goal to ensure that the copyright 
activ ity  w ith in  the A L IA  N ational O ffice  in ­
cludes all of the fo llow in g  functions:

• p rovide ad v ice  on copyrigh t issues.

« respond to inquiries.

• p repare regu lar w ritten  in fo rm ation  on 
top ica l issues for d is tribu tion  through 
A LIA net and Association publications such 
as inCite.

• p rovide secretariat services and expert ad ­
v ice  to G en era l C o un c il, Copyrigh t C o m ­
m ittee and other A L IA  d iv is ions.

ALIA copyright services 
The A L IA  N a tio n a l O ff ic e  is expand ing  its 
range of cop yrig h t serv ices. In N ovem b er, 
A L IA  G en era l C oun c il adopted to a position 
statem ent on copyrigh t. Th is statem ent 
c le a r ly  identifies A L IA  as hav ing  the m ajor 
carriag e  of cop yrig h t issues for the lib ra ry  
sector.

If you have  any questions about c o p y ­
right issues in your lib ra ry  p lease con tact 
Rosem arie  Sebastian-PiMai in the A L IA  N a ­
tiona l O ff ic e  (te lep h one  02 6285 1877, e- 
mail rosem arie .sebastian-p illa i@ alia .o rg .au ) 
Rosem arie  has degrees in Law  and Arts and, 
p rior to jo in in g  A L IA  as a p o lic y  d e v e lo p ­
ment o fficer in M a y  1998, she held the po­

• act as an advocate for the library and infor­
m ation sector on copyrigh t issues.

• respond to governm ent enquiries.

• lia ise  w ith  m em bers of pa rliam en t and 
governm ent officials.

• estab lish  re la tionsh ips and  partnerships 
w ith  other relevant organisations and ind i­
viduals.

• represent the A ssoc ia tion  at con ferences 
and meetings.

P lease  ca ll Rosem arie  if you have  any 
questions about copyright or about the cop y ­
right function  w ith in  the A L IA  N ational O f ­
fice. ■
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