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A n e w  study con d u cted  b y  Ekos 
R esea rch  A ssoc ia tes  con firm s 
the g ro w in g  im portance o f C a ­

n ad ian  p u b lic  l ib ra r ie s  as a cce ss  
po in ts to th e  'in fo rm a tio n  h ig h w a y '. 
The study, en titled  Canadians, p u b lic  
lib ra ries an d  the in fo rm ation  h ig h ­
way, w as  com m iss ioned  by the C a n a ­
d ian  L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia t io n  (C L A ) on 
b e h a lf  o f an in fo rm a l co n so rt iu m  
co m p ris ed  o f In d u stry  C a n a d a , p ro ­
v in c ia l  an d  te rr ito r ia l lib ra r ie s , the  
N a t io n a l L ib ra ry  o f C a n a d a  and  
I'A s so c ia t io n  po u r I 'a v a n ce m e n t  des 
s c ie n ce s  et des te c h n iq u e s  de la 
d o cu m e n ta tio n  (ASTF.D ).

T h e  s u rv e y  w a s  c o n d u c te d  o ve r  
three m on ths and  in c lu d ed  1 271 C a ­
nad ian  responden ts. T h e  find ings are 
in ten d ed  to assist g o ve rn m en ts  in 
p lann ing  the b roader goal o f co n n ec t­
ing all p u b lic  lib ra ries  to  the in ternet 
and  to ex a m in e  the m eans by w h ic h  
such con n ected ness  can  be sustained.

T h e  find ings o f the  study con firm  
tha t p u b lic  lib ra r ie s  c o n t in u e  to be 
both  a m a jo r  in fo rm a tio n  re so u rce  
and  an eq u a lise r in m ak ing  in fo rm a ­
tion  a c c e s s ib le , ' says C a n a d ia n  n a ­
tio n a l lib ra rian  M a r ia n n e  Scott.

T h e  s tudy  ex a m in e d  p u b lic  p e r ­
cep tio n  o f the em erg in g  ro le  o f p u b ­
lic  lib raries as p u b lic  access sites. A c ­
co rd in g  to the  study:

• p u b lic  lib raries top the list o f ap p ro ­
p ria te  lo c a t io n s  fo r p u b lic  a cce s s  
sites.

• se ven  o u t o f ten re sp o n d en ts  b e ­
lie v e  tha t on-site a cce ss  to the  
in te rne t is an a p p ro p r ia te  ro le  for 
p u b lic  lib raries.

• sixty-six per cen t o f those su rveyed  
in d ica ted  support fo r lib ra ries  as a 
reso u rce  for tra in in g  on h o w  to use 
the in ternet and  fu lly  u tilise  search  
eng ines.

• a m a jo rity  o f respondents (sixty per 
cen t) v ie w  p u b lic  lib ra ries  as h a v ­
ing a ro le to p lay  in the p rovis ion  of 
lo c a lly  p ro d uced  C a n a d ian  internet 
con ten t.

C a n a d a 's  p u b lic  lib ra r ie s  w e l ­
co m e  the su rvey  find ings as e v id e n ce  
o f p u b lic  en d o rsem en t o f the ir c a m ­
paign for governm ent and co m m u n ity  
support for the es tab lish m en t o f sus­
ta in a b le  sites for p u b lic  a ccess  to the 
in ternet in lib ra ries  across the c o u n ­
try.

T h e  report p ro v id es  real facts on 
h o w  p eo p le  find  in fo rm ation  and  the 
im portan t and  chan g in g  ro le o f lib rar­
ies in the em erg in g  k n o w le d g e  based 
e c o n o m y , ' sa id  M a r ia n  Pap e , N o v a  
Sco tia  p ro v in c ia l lib ra rian .

T h e  repo rt is a v a ila b le  on  the  
L ib ra ry N e t  w e b s ite  at http:// 
w w w .schoo lne t.ca/ ln- rb/  *
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Innovation 
in Victoria

Nominations are now being 
called for the 1999 award

These awards, first awarded in 1996, recognise 

innovative practices by library staff in Victoria in 

any aspect of library activity -  for example, 

design of a brochure or world wide web page, 

or for teamwork. An award is made in each of 

the following catagories: academic (universities 

and TAFE); public libraries; school libraries; 

special libraries; law libraries; and health 

libraries. The awards are open to library staff at 

all levels who are personal ALIA members.

Application information is available ALIA 

National Office, PO Box E441, Kingston 2604  

phone 02 6285 1877, fax 02 6282 2249  

e-mail awards@alia.org.au

ALIA 
Awards for

The practitioners’ 
consortium - an
i i ldependent Australian 
consulting company 
creating library services 
lor t he 21st century. 
Verve and zest in
i 11 f< trmation management? 
For details please contact
Ian McCallum
on (02) 6247 4089 or email at
ia n .m c c a I lu r n @ a lia n e t .a l ia .o r g .a u

Kinetica Training
UNILINC is pleased to announce 
that it will be offering a full 
range of training courses for 
libraries to coincide with the 
launch of Kinetica.
Courses will cover
♦ Searching Kinetica via the 

Web Interface
♦ Kinetica Cataloguing
♦ Kinetica ILL
Courses can be offered onsite at 
libraries or at UNILINC’s training 
facility in the Sydney CBD. 
Regional training will be offered 
at Bathurst, Ljsmore, Wagga 
Wagga, Campbelltown and other 
locations.
Further details can be found on 
the UNILINC Web site at: 
http://www.unilinc.edu.au
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