
New options for trainers and trainees 
in library and information services
I n tw e lv e  y ea rs  o f p resen tin g  t ra in in g  

p ro g ram s fo r the in fo rm a tio n  se c to r, 
A IM A  T ra in in g  and  C o n s u lta n c y  S e r v ­

ice s  has has p ro v id e d  p ro g ra m s  fo r 
a ro u n d  18 0 0 0  p e o p le . N o w , w ith  a c ­
c re d ita t io n  as a Reg is te red  T ra in in g  O r ­
g an isa tio n  (R T O ),  A IM A  is ab o u t to jo in  
w ith  lib ra ry  s ch o o ls  an d  o th e r s p e c ia l ­
ist a g en c ie s  to add  f le x ib ility  to tra in in g  
o p tio n s  in the  secto r w ith  n e w  t ra in in g  
p a rtn e rsh ip s  an d  p ro g ra m s  a im e d  at 
re a ch in g  e v e n  m o re  p a rtic ip an ts .

A s an R T O , p a rt ic ip a n ts  in A IM A 's  
c o re  p rogram s, and  in the ir in c rea s in g ly  
e x te n s iv e  in -h o u se  p ro g ra m s , w i l l  re ­
c e iv e  n a tio n a l re co g n it io n  fo r the tra in ­
ing  th e y  d o . T h a t  m e a n s  p a r t ic ip a n ts  
c a n  use  th e ir  A IM A  t ra in in g  to  b u ild  
to w a rd s  a T A F E  o r U n iv e rs ity  q u a l if ic a ­
tio n s , in c lu d in g : D ip lo m a  o f Bu s in ess ; 
A d v a n c e d  D ip lo m a  o f Bus in ess ; C e r t if i­
c a te  II in L ib ra ry  an d  In fo rm a tio n  S e r v ­
ices ; A d v a n c e d  D ip lo m a  o f L ib ra ry  and  
In fo rm a t io n  S e r v ic e s ;  C e r t i f ic a te  II in

M u s e u m  P ra c t ic e ;  A d v a n c e d  D ip lo m a  
o f M u s e u m  P r a c t ic e ;  C e r t i f ic a te  III in 
In fo rm a t io n  T e c h n o lo g y ;  D ip lo m a  o f 
In fo rm a tio n  T e c h n o lo g y ; C e r t if ic a te  IV  
in A ssessm en t and  W o rk p la c e  T ra in in g ; 
C e r t if ic a te  IV  in Q u a l i t y  M a n a g e m e n t  
an d  A s s u ra n c e ; D ip lo m a  o f T ra in in g  
and  A ssessm en t Sys tem s; and  M a n a g e ­
m en t an d  L e a d e rsh ip .

A  k ey  fa c to r in th is d e v e lo p m e n t  is 
A IM A 's  p a rtn e rsh ip  a p p ro a c h , and  sp e ­
c ia l is t  a g e n c ie s  su ch  as C A V A L  a n d  
D o c M a tr ix  h a v e  b een  am o n g st th e  first 
to  jo in  w ith  A IM A  in e x p a n d in g  the  
tra in in g  c a le n d a r  to  in c lu d e  th e ir  
co u rses . T h is  w i l l  m e an  A IM A  c a n  c o ­
o rd in a te  tra in in g  p a c k a g e s  fo r c lie n ts  
ra n g in g  fro m  th e  in te g ra te d  f le x ib le  
le a rn in g  p ro g ram s in te c h n ic a l l ib ra ry  
sk ills  d e v e lo p e d  b y  D o c M a tr ix  p lu s the 
a sse ssm e n t o f  th e se  m o d u le s , righ t 
th ro u g h  to  m a n a g e m e n t sk ills .

A c c o rd in g  to B re n d a  M c C o n c h ie ,  
A IM A 's  e x e c u t iv e  d ire c to r , A IM A  w i l l  
g iv e  top  p r io r ity  to d e v e lo p in g  tra in in g  
a ll ia n c e s  w ith  o th e r a g e n c ie s  w ith  the  
a im  o f in c re a s in g  th e  n u m b e r  o f  s tu ­
d en ts  in p ro g ra m s  a c ro s s  th e  se c to r. 
Ex p a n d in g  the  tra in in g  c a le n d a r  to  in ­
c lu d e  th e  best re c o g n is e d  t ra in in g  in 
A u s tra la s ia  w ill  o ffe r in fo rm atio n  secto r 
o rg a n is a t io n s  a 'o n e -s to p  s h o p ' to  o r ­
g a n is e  th e ir  t ra in in g  n ee d s , an d  ex tra  
m o t iv a t io n  a n d  f le x ib i l i t y  fo r p a r t ic i ­
p an ts  th ro u g h  in c re a s e d  t ra in in g  o p ­
t io n s  to b u ild  to w a rd s  q u a l if ic a t io n s  
o f f ic ia l ly  re co g n is e d  ac ro ss  the  secto r.

A ll  a p p ro p r ia te  c o u rs e s  w i l l  be 
lin ked  to  the re co g n is e d  p ro cesses  and  
t ra in in g  s tru c tu re  o f th e  n a t io n a l c u r ­
r ic u lu m , an d  R T O  a c c re d ita t io n  w i l l  
a lso  e n a b le  A IM A  to  su p p o rt n e w  a p ­
p re n t ic e sh ip  sch em e s  —  a c r it ic a l fo rm  
o f s u p p o r t  to  in fo rm a t io n  a g e n c ie s  
w a n t in g  to  d e v e lo p  in -h o u se  t ra in in g  
tha t m eets  re co g n is e d  n a t io n a l s ta n d ­
ards. A IM A  w il l  be  a b le  to  issue c e r t if i ­
ca te s  in p a rtn e rsh ip  w ith  T A F E  as part 
o f th is p ro ce ss . A IM A s  a c t iv it ie s  as an 
R T O  o p e n s  up  n e w  o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r 
t ra in in g  a n d  sk ill d e v e lo p m e n t  in o u r 
secto r, sa id  Je n n e fe r  N ic h o ls o n ,  A L IA  
e x e c u t iv e  d ire c to r.

A L IA  has a lin k  fro m  A L IA n e t  to  
A IM A 's  n e w  w e b s ite  [h t tp :/ / w w w . 
a im a .o rg .a u  w i l l ] .  T h e  site w i l l  h a v e  a ll 
the  d e ta ils  as co u rse s  a re  ad d e d  to the  
n e w  c a le n d a r .  Fo r m o re  in fo rm a t io n  
c o n ta c t  A L M A : p h o n e  02 6 2 3 0  0 6 7 2 , 
fax  02  6 2 3 0  1 6 9 0  o r e- m a il 
in fo @ a im a .o rg .a u . ■

A L IA  protests 
closure of N T IS
A LIA executive director 

Jennefer Nicholson has 
written to the United 

States Secretary of Commerce, 
William M Daley, expressing the 
Association's concern about the 
proposed closure of the National 
Technical Information Service 
(NTIS).

The public communications 
director of the United States Spe­
cial Libraries Association (SLA), 
John Crosby, has welcomed our 
support and is keeping us in­
formed of SLA lobbying moves.

The forty-year-old NTIS has a 
collection of over 3 000 000 sci­
entific, technical and engineering 
titles, including United States and 
international research reports, 
statistical data and technical 
standards. In addition to its role 
as a central locus for scientific 
and technical information, NTIS 
also acts as the United States gov­
ernment's permanent repository 
for this information.

Originally government- 
funded, NTIS has had to be finan­
cially self-sustaining since 1987. 
Increasing internet content and 
use has resulted in financial 
losses, including $US1.9 million 
for 1998.

The United States Depart­
ment of Commerce has recom­
mended to Congress that the 
service be closed by the end of 
the financial year in 2000. It is 
proposed that the NTIS archives 
be transferred to the Library of 
Congress and that government

agencies will maintain technical 
reports and business information 
on their websites 'for long peri­
ods of time', according to a de­
partmental fact sheet released in 
August.

ALIA's letter made the follow­
ing points:

• Australian government and re­
search libraries see NTIS as an 
important information re­
source;

• NTIS's value lies in its coverage 
and organisation of quality sci­
entific and technical informa­
tion and availability through 
CD-ROM technology;

• the information is more effi­
ciently searchable than internet 
searching;

• the database also provides ar­
chival access; and

• its demise will seriously restrict 
access to specialised research.

The executive director of the 
Special Libraries Association, 
David Bender, is concerned 
about the availability of printed 
format in present and future pub 
lications and the lack of consulta­
tion of the library community and 
other stakeholders by the Depart­
ment.

Fact sheets from the United 
States Department of Commerce 
on this issue are available from 
http://www.doc.gov and infor­
mation from the Special Libraries 
Association at http://www. 
sla.org/govt/daley. ■
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