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A C T  c o m p a n y
in v o lv e d  in  m a jo r  d a tab ase  d ea l
The Canberra Times, 8 N o v e m b e r , by 
N ic k  G e n t le

tS A  C o n s u lt in g , c o m b in e d  w ith  a 
U n ite d  States  so ftw a re  d e v e lo p e r , w i l l  
s u p p ly  w e b - e n a b le d  s o ftw a re  to the  
N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  o f A us tra lia . U n d e r  the 
ag ree m e n t the N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  w ill  use 
B lu e  A n g e l T e c h n o lo g ie s ' M e ta S ta r  E n ­
te rp rise  so ftw a re  su ite  to p ro v id e  stancJ- 
a rd s-b ased  m e ta d a ta  re p o s ito ry  an d  
se a rch  se rv ice s .

C e n so rs  a re  g e tt in g  on  th e  lin e
The Age (M e lb o u rn e ) 2 N o v e m b e r , b y  
Je n n y  S in c la ir

T h e  A u s tra lia n  B ro a d c a s t in g  A u th o r ity  
has set up  an e le c tro n ic  co m p la in ts  sys­
tem  in p re p a ra tio n  fo r the  n e w  in terne t 
c e n so rsh ip  reg im e. Jo n  Po rter, assistant 
m a n a g e r for o n lin e  c o n te n t at the A B A ,  
e m p h as ise d  that the  n e w  reg im e  w o u ld  
b e  c o m p la in ts - b a s e d  an d  th e  A B A  
w o u ld  no t in it ia te  a c t io n  ag a in st o ffe n ­
s ive  sites. T h e  A B A  is a lso  in vestig a tin g  
h o w  to d ea l w ith  m a te r ia l hosted  o v e r ­
seas.

O b itu a r ie s  — C h a r le s  H o u s d e n
The A g e  (M e lb o u rn e ),  3 N o v e m b e r , b y  
G r a e m e  A rc h e r

C h a r le s  H o u s d e n  b e g a n  h is c a r e e r  in 
e d u c a t io n  as a ju n io r  te a c h e r , bu t h is 
en th u s ia sm  in e s ta b lish in g  a s ch o o l l i ­
b ra ry  led  to fo rty  y ea rs ' fru itfu l a s so c ia ­
tion  w ith  sch oo l lib raries. H o u sd e n  w as  
a p p o in te d  to  th e  B ru n s w ic k  P r im a ry  
S ch o o l in 1940. In ad d it io n  to h is c la ss ­
ro o m  te a c h in g  re sp o n s ib ilit ie s , he w a s  
g iv e n  the  o p p o r tu n ity  to es tab lish  a l i ­
b ra ry  at the s c h o o l. H is  e n th u s ia sm  for 
the  task led  h im  to u n d e rtak e  fo rm a l l i ­
b ra ry  tra in in g .

H e  b e c a m e  the  E d u c a t io n  D e p a r t ­
m e n t 's  s ch o o l lib ra ry  s e rv ic e  o ff ic e r  in 
1951 and  h e ld  the p o s itio n  u ntil 1968. 
D u r in g  h is t im e  as s ch o o l lib ra ry  s e rv ­
ic e  o ff ic e r  he e s ta b lish e d  c lo se  co - o p ­
e ra t io n  w ith  the  M e lb o u r n e  T e a c h e rs  
C o lle g e  in t ra in in g  te a ch e r- lib ra r ia n s , 
he h e lp e d  c re a te  a c a re e r  s tru ctu re  for 
tea ch e r- lib ra rian s , a co u rse  o f s tudy for 
lib ra r ie s  in p r im a ry  s ch o o ls  w a s  in tro ­
d u c e d , an d  a fo rm  o f c e n tra l c a ta lo g u ­
ing  o f a s c h o o l 's  c o l le c t io n  b e c a m e  a 
re a lity .

O n  his re tirem en t he c o n t in u e d  his 
a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  s c h o o l l ib ra r ie s  
th rough  his in v o lv e m e n t  w ith  the  C o m ­
m o n w e a lth 's  p r im a ry  a n d  s e c o n d a r y

sch o o l l ib ra ry  co m m itte e s  as a c o n s u lt ­
ant.

C o p y r ig h t  o w n e rs  
w a rn e d  on  ‘se r io u s  loss '
The Tinancial Review, 1 N o v e m b e r , by 
A n n a b e l H e p w o rth

A u s tra lia 's  c o p y r ig h t  o w n e rs  c o u ld  su f­
fer a 'se r io u s  loss ' b e c a u s e  lib ra r ie s  are  
in c re a s in g ly  e n tre p re n e u r ia l a n d  h a v e  
b e c o m e  r iv a ls  to  p u b lis h e rs  a n d  d is ­
tribu tors , a c c o rd in g  to a d is cu ss io n  p a ­
per w ritte n  b y  the  A u s tra lia n  C o p y r ig h t  
C o u n c il .  T h e  repo rt w a rn s  tha t th e  p o ­
te n tia l fo r c o p y r ig h t  o w n e rs  to  c re a te  
m a rk e ts  fo r d ig it is e d  v e rs io n s  o f  th e ir  
m a te ria l w o u ld  be  je o p a rd ise d  if lib ra r ­
ies a n d  e d u c a t io n a l  in s t itu t io n s  w e r e  
g iv e n  s p e c ia l e x c e p t io n s  in the  C o p y ­
right A c t.

$9G0m  b il l  fe a re d  
fro m  c o p y r ig h t  la w s
The Sydney Morning Herald, 25 O c t o ­
ber, b y  A rd y n  B e rn o th

T h e  A u s tra lia n  V ic e - C h a n c e llo rs  C o m ­
m itte e  has r e c e iv e d  leg a l a d v ic e  tha t 
the p ro p o sed  ch a n g e s  to  the  c o p y r ig h t  
law s  w o u ld  le a v e  A u s tra l ia 's  u n iv e rs i ­
tie s  o p e n  to c la im s  fo r p a y m e n t  e a c h  
t im e  a student b ro w se s  co p y r ig h t m a te ­
r ia l o n lin e .  T h e  c o m m itte e  e s t im a te s  
that the  u n iv e rs it ie s  w o u ld  e a c h  b e  l i ­
a b le  for b e tw e e n  $ 2 0  an d  $ 3 0  m il lio n  
a y e a r  in c o p y r ig h t  p aym en ts .

T h e  c o m m itte e  is u rg in g  th e  g o v e rn ­
m e n t to  c h a n g e  th e  c o p y r ig h t  le g is la ­
tion  so that th e  fa ir  d e a lin g  p ro v is io n s  
re la t in g  to  hard  c o p ie s  o f m a te r ia l a re  
e x ten d ed  to m a te r ia l o n lin e .

C o m m iss io n  c a lls  fo r  
n e t n a s ty  la w  r e v ie w
The Australian, 25  O c to b e r ,  b y  T im  
B lu e

A c c o rd in g  to a re ce n t ly  re le ased  report 
from  the P ro d u c t iv it y  C o m m is s io n , the 
co n tro ls  on  in terne t c o n te n t p la n n e d  by 
the F ed e ra l G o v e rn m e n t  sh o u ld  b e  re ­
v ie w e d  a fte r  tw o  y e a rs  o f  o p e ra t io n . 
C o m m e n tin g  o n  w id e s p re a d  c o n c e rn s  
ab o u t the  e ffe c t o f the  co n tro ls , the  re ­
port sa id  it w a s  to o  e a r ly  to  ju d g e  
w h e th e r  th e y  w o u ld  p ro ve  e ff ic ien t and  
co s t- e ffe c tive  in a c h ie v in g  the  g o v e rn ­
m e n t 's  a im s.

N o r th e rn  R e g io n a l L ib r a r y  
sets th e  s ta n d a rd s  in  N S W
Moree Champion, 22 O c to b e r

S tu d e n ts  fro m  th e  P u r r im a ib a h n  A b o ­
r ig in a l u n it  fro m  th e  N e w c a s t le  T A F E

re ce n t ly  v is ite d  the N o rth e rn  R e g io n a l 
L ib ra ry  as th e y  sa y  it has o n e  o f the  
m ost e x te n s ive  fa m ily  re sea rch  un its in 
N e w  S o u th  W a le s .  T h e  s tu d en ts  a re  
s tu d y in g  F a m ily  and  C o m m u n it y  re ­
search . A t the en d  o f the ir v is it th e y  d o ­
nated  c o p ie s  o f th e ir  fa m ily  h is to ries  to 
a lre a d y  e x te n s ive  ran g e  in the lib ra ry .

K e r r i  B o o k s  U S  s tu d y  t r ip
Community News (M o o n e y  V a l le y )  26 
O c to b e r ,  b y  A in s l ie  G o w a n

Kerri P le y d e ll,  c h ild re n 's  se rv ices  lib ra r­
ian  at F le m in g to n  lib ra ry  w a s  a w a rd e d  
th e  M a rg e r y  C  R a m s a y  S c h o la r s h ip .  
T h e  a w a rd  co n s is ts  o f  a $15 0 0 0  g ran t 
w h ic h  K erri w i l l  use  fo r a s tu d y  tou r o f 
A m e r ic a n  p u b l ic  l ib ra r ie s . H e r  trip , set 
fo r e a r ly  2 0 0 0 , w i l l  fo cu s  o n  h o w  
A m e r ic a n  lib ra ries  m arke t and  p ro m o te  
th e ir  s e rv ic e s  to  e n c o u ra g e  p u b l ic  
a w a re n e s s  a n d  e d u c a t io n , and  w i l l  c o ­
in c id e  w ith  th e  A m e r ic a n  P u b l ic  L i ­
b ra ry  C o n fe r e n c e  an d  A m e r ic a n  
N a t io n a l L ib ra ry  W e e k .

U p r o a r  o v e r  s e c re c y  on  b an  lis ts
The Age (M e lb o u rn e ),  26  O c to b e r

T h e  latest d ra ft o f the  In te rn e t In d u s try  
A s s o c ia t io n 's  c o d e  o f c o n d u c t  suggests 
that lists o f b a n n e d  w e b s ite s  w o u ld  be 
used  to  c e n s o r  A u s tra l ia n  in te rn e t  a c ­
cess. T h e  lists w o u ld  be used  b y  f ilte r ­
ing  so ftw a re  c o m p a n ie s  to  b lo c k  sites, 
b u t users  a n d  IS P s  w o u ld  n o t k n o w  
w h a t  sites w e re  shu t ou t.

A c c o rd in g  to the  c o d e , IS P s  w o u ld  
h a v e  to o ffe r  c u s to m e rs  f ilte r in g  so ft­
w a re  o r filtered  se rv ice s  —  h o w e v e r  the 
c o d e  does no t say  that filte ring  so ftw are  
o f se rv ice s  m ust b e  used .

R u r a l  s tu d e n ts  face
ro c k y  a c a d e m ic  p a th , fo ru m  to ld
The Canberra Times, 28 O c to b e r , A b an  
C o n tra c to r

S tu d e n ts  in ru ra l a re a s  a re  fa c in g  an  
u p h ill  a c a d e m ic  b a tt le  w ith  in e x p e r i ­
e n c e d  te a c h e rs ,  l im ite d  s u b je c t  
c h o ic e s , an d  fe w e r  reso u rces  than  th e ir 
c it y  c o u n te rp a r ts . D ir e c to r  o f C h a r le s  
S turt U n iv e r s it y 's  C e n tre  fo r R u ra l S o ­
c ia l  R e s e a rc h , M a rg a re t  A ls to n , to ld  
d e le g a te s  to  a re g io n a l fo ru m  tha t d e ­
c lin in g  p o p u la t io n s  had  seen  the  w ith ­
d ra w a l o f v ita l s e rv ic e s , in c lu d in g  
sch o o ls .

D r  A ls to n  sa id  th a t ru ra l s c h o o ls  
had  h ig h  d ro p -o u t rates, tau g h t fe w e r  
su b je c ts , a n d  h ad  l im ite d  l ib ra ry  re ­
so u rces  and  little  a cce s s  to in fo rm a tio n  
te c h n o lo g y . ■
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