
Providing a
forum and meeting place
Amelia McKenzie, convenor, APSIG

T he A s ia - P a c if ic  S p e c ia l  In te re s t 
G ro u p  (A P S IG )  c o n t in u e d  to p ro ­
v id e  a fo ru m  an d  m e e tin g  p la c e  

fo r A u s tra l ia n  l ib ra ry  an d  in fo rm a tio n  
p ro fe ss io n a ls  w h o  w o rk  w ith  A s ia - P a ­
c if ic  in fo rm a t io n  as w e l l  as a ll th o se  
w h o  a re  in terested  in co - o p e ra tio n  and  
d e v e lo p m e n ts  in the  reg io n .

A  se rie s  o f  l iv e ly  d in n e r  ta lk s  and  
lu n c h t im e  se m in a rs  o n  to p ics  o f  in te r­
est an d  re le v a n c e  to m e m b ers  w a s  he ld  
in C a n b e r ra  in 1 9 9 9 . In Ju ly ,  Su sa n  
P re n t ic e  r e m in is c e d  a b o u t  h e r m a n y  
yea rs  o f tra ve l in C h in a  in 'L o o k in g  at 
f lo w e rs  on  h o rseb ack  a g a in '. T h e  g ro u p  
w a s  p r iv ile g e d  to w e lc o m e  the  d is t in ­
g u is h e d  B u rm e s e  l ib ra r ia n  U  T h a w  
K a u n g  in A p r i l  w h o  g a v e  a w e ll- r e ­
c e iv e d  ta lk  o n  the  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f B u r ­
m ese  lib ra r ie s . R o y c e  W i le s  re co u n te d  
h is e x p e r ie n c e s  in In d ia  (8 Se p te m b e r), 
w h i le  th e  p o p u la r  'T ra v e lle rs  ta le s ' se ­
ries c o n c lu d e d  the ye a r 's  a c t iv it ie s  w ith

Serials in 1999
Nathalie Schulz, Australian Serials 
Special Interest Group

A fter a period of inactiv­
ity for the Australian Se­
rials Special Interest 

Group (ASSIG), a new commit­
tee was elected in late 1999. 
ASSIG seeks to inform and edu­
cate librarians and information 
professionals about issues relat­
ing to all aspects of serials, in­
cluding acquisitions and supply. 
The committee looks forward to 
providing educational opportu­
nities for serials specialists and 
serial providers in the new mil­
lennium, and is considering 
conducting a pre/post confer­
ence seminar in conjunction 
with the ALIA2000 conference 
in Canberra.

Suggestions for relevant 
seminar topics are welcomed to 
ensure that we deliver to the 
profession practical, timely and 
topical presentations. Please 
contact the ASSIG convenor, 
Jenni Jeremy (Jenni.Jeremy® 
unisa.edu.au) or the secretary, 
Nathalie Schulz (N.Schulz® 
mailbox.gu.edu.au). ■

a cc o u n ts  o f tra ve ls  in C h in a , In d o n e s ia , 
V ie tn a m  and  T h a ila n d .

T h e  A P S IG  n e w s le tte r  a p p e a re d  
th re e  tim es  d u r in g  the  y e a r  u n d e r  the  
a b le  e d ito rs h ip  o f  H e le n  S o e m a rd jo  
a n d  th e  M o n a s h  U n iv e r s it y  team . T h e  
n e w s le tte r  c o n t in u e s  to  be a v ita l c o n ­
d u it  o f in fo rm a t io n , no t o n ly  fo r the  
A L IA  c o m m u n ity  but a lso  fo r A s ia - P a ­
c if ic  c o lle a g u e s  in terested  in links w ith  
A u s tra lia .

In 1 9 9 9 , A P S IG 's  c o v e n o r  S u sa n  
P re n t ic e  s te p p e d  d o w n  a n d  w a s  re ­
p la c e d  b y  A m e l ia  M c K e n z ie .  A P S IG  
re co rd s  its th a n k s  to Su san  fo r h e r e x ­
p ertise  and  g u id a n c e  d u rin g  her p e rio d  
o f  o ffice . ■

9 9 8  w 'as a fa ir ly  q u ie t  y e a r  fo r th e  
A L IA  D is a b il i t ie s  In te re s t G ro u p  
(D IG ) ,  h o w e v e r  1999 sh ap ed  up  to 

be m u ch  b u s ie r.

D IG  is a lw a y s  interested  in h ea rin g  
ideas about p ro jects or w a y s  to im p ro ve  
c o m m u n ic a t io n  b e tw e e n  cu rren t and  
potentia l m em bers. Earlier this year, D IG  
p ro d u ced  a n ew s le tte r for d istribu tion  to 
m em bers, sum m aris ing  key activ ities and  
pro jects o f interest to those w o rk ing  in the 
d isab ility  se rv ices  sector, o r interested in 
d isab ility  se rv ices  g en era lly . O n e  idea  o f 
the w o rk ing  party is to establish a m ailing  
list v ia  A L IA n e t, w h ic h  co u ld  p ro v id e  a 
useful fo rum  for d iscussion o f various d is­
a b ility  se rv ice  issues. T h e  w o rk in g  party 
is a lw a y s  keen  to en co u rag e  n e w  mem-

Library
students
recognised
Awards at Box Hill Institute of TAFE

T he Box Hill Institute of TAFE re­
cently recognised the achieve­
ment of four of its library 

technician students. Pictured [below] 
are: Rhonda Papadimitriou, who won 
the DA Information Services award for 
the most outstanding associate diploma 
student; Margaret Pearce, who won the 
EBSCO Australia award for the most out­
standing diploma student; and Cathy 
Costa, who won the ALIA Award for the 
most outstanding overall student. Kim 
Lewin, who won the LIS Prize for the 
most outstanding flexible delivery stu­
dent, is not pictured. ■

bers, p a rticu la r ly  p eo p le  w h o  m ay  be in ­
terested  in p la n n in g  an d  w o rk in g  on 
pro jects.

A  s u c ce s s fu l t ra in in g  se ss io n  on  
w o rk in g  w ith  c lie n ts  w ith  a h e a r in g  
im p a irm e n t  w a s  h e ld  fo r V ic to r ia n  
m e m b e rs  at R V IB  L ib ra ry  an d  In fo rm a ­
tio n  S e r v ic e s  in Ju ly .  T h e  se ss io n  w a s  
w e ll  a tte n d e d  and  fe e d b a c k  from  p a r­
t ic ip a n ts  w a s  v e ry  p o s itiv e .

A ls o  d u r in g  1 9 9 9 , D IG  o ffe re d  a 
su b s id y  to assist m e m b e rs  in te rested  in 
p u rc h a s in g  a c o p y  o f  th e  Disability 
awareness kit: a training resource tor 
public library customer service staff, 
a v a ila b le  from  R V IB  L ib ra ry  an d  In fo r­
m a tio n  S e rv ic e s . ■

At the awards ceremony at Box Hill Institute of TAFE

Improving communication
Damian Tyquin, ALIA Disabilities Interest Group
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