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• 8/12 ACT Branch Council 
meeting and Christmas Party,
5.30 pm, probably at ALIA House 
but confirm in proACTive or contact 
Branch Secretary Sally-Anne Leigh, 
6249 3681, sally-anne.leigh@
anu.edu.au.
•  8/12 APSIG. Christmas lunch.
Chairman and Yip, 108 Bunda 
Street, Civic, Canberra. 12:15pm, 
booking essential. Contact: Dor­
othea Polonyi, ANU Library, ph 02 
6249 5652.

N S W
•  4/12 NSW Library Technicians 
section. General meeting/end of 
year celebrations. State Library of 
NSW, Coles Room, Level 11, Mac­
quarie Street, Sydney, 11am. Please 
bring a plate of goodies, drinks pro­
vided. For more information, please 
contact Stephen Coppins, ph 02 
9715 8316, spcoppins@bigpond. 
com
•  8/12 NSW Special Libraries 
section. Annual General Meeting 
and Christmas function. Le Chifley 
Wine Bar & Bistro, 6 Castlereagh 
Street, Sydney (back of the arcade 
next to Banque Nationale de 
France.). Commences 5:30pm, cost 
$15 per head. RSVP by Friday 3/12 
to Jan Titcombe, ph 02 9324 4235, 
jant@grantsamuel.com.au
• 9/12 NSW RAISS. Information 
literacy initiatives in USA
Speaker: Patricia lannuzzi (ACRL/ 
AASL). Relevant to all sectors. State 
Library NSW, Metcalfe Auditorium, 
Macquarie Street, Sydney, 6.30pm, 
all very welcome. RAISS contact: 
Linden Fairbairn, ph 02 9351 3190, 
l.fairbairn@library.usyd.edu.au or 
Philippa Stevens, ph 02 9351 3629
•  14/12 NSW Branch Council 
meeting. State Library of NSW, 
Sumitomo Room, Level 11, State Li­
brary of NSW, Macquarie Street, 
Sydney, 6pm, observers welcome. 
RSVP to Jo-anne Fuller or Heather 
Black, ph 02 9906 6000, jojo1@ 
ozemail.com.au

NT
• Dec Central Australian Re­
gional group m eeting. Annua! 
Christmas dinner. Venue: tba. For 
further information contact: Carmel 
Leonard, ph 08 8951 5685, Carmel. 
Leonard@dme.nt.gov.au

Q id
•  5/12 Qld Library Technician 
section. LT's in PJ's Christmas 
breaky. A visit to the new 'Cyberli­
brary', Uni of Queensland. Planetari­
um Gardens Restaurant, 8:30 for 
9am. $16.90pp, $8.50 for PJ wear­
ers, full buffet breakfast. RSVP 26 
November to Elaine West, ph 07 
3403 2550, fx 07 3403 2530,
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Is this a first for ALIA?
Tim Eggleston, secretary, Riverina Regional Group

9 9 9  b e g a n  fo r th e  R iv e r in a  R e g io n a l 
G ro u p  o f A L IA  w ith  the  e le c t io n  o f an  a ll ­
m a le  e x e c u t iv e :  C h r is  G r iffith s  as p re s i­

d en t, T im  Eg g leston  as se c re ta ry , an d  G re g  
F ry  as trea su re r —  th is m ust su re ly  be a first 
fo r A L IA !

In M a rc h  o u r d in n e r  m e e tin g  in W a g g a  
W a g g a  w a s  a tte n d e d  b y  A L IA  p re s id e n t  
C ra ig  A n d e rs o n , w h o  sp o k e  an d  a n s w e re d  
q u es tio n s  at w h a t  w a s  a l iv e ly  m eeting . A u s ­
tra lia n  L ib ra ry  W e e k  1999  sa w  an in fo rm a l 
g a th e r in g  o f A lb u ry  A L IA  m em b ers (an d  o th ­
ers) fo r F r id a y  a f te rn o o n  d r in k s  at a lo c a l 
w a te r in g  h o le , and  a w e e k  later the R iv e r in a  
R e g io n a l G ro u p  hosted  a w o rk sh o p  o n  e rg o ­
n o m ic s , p resen te d  b y  a lo c a l o c c u p a t io n a l  
the rap is t. In Ju n e  th e  g ro u p  w a s  in v o lv e d  in 
p u b lic is in g  the  v is it  to  W a g g a  W a g g a  o f  D r 
Jo y  M c G re g o r ,  w h o  p re se n te d  a w o rk s h o p  
o n  in fo rm a t io n  l it e r a c y ,  and  at o u r Ju n e  
m e e t in g  g u est s p e a k e r  C a ro l M i l ls  sp o k e  
a b o u t h er re sea rch  in to  the  h is to ry  o f p a p e r ­
m a k in g  in A u s tra lia .

T h e  la tte r p art o f  th is  y e a r  has se en  us 
c o n c e n tra te  on  tw o  m a jo r  issues. O u r  S e p ­
te m b e r m e e tin g  in c lu d e d  a d is cu ss io n  o f  is­
sues su r ro u n d in g  th e  G S T  and  l ib ra r ie s  —  
th is  w a s  p r im a r i ly  a c o n s c io u sn e s s- ra is in g  
e x e rc ise  w ith  a v ie w  to h o ld in g  a m o re  c o m ­
p re h e n s iv e  w o rk s h o p  e a r ly  in 2 0 0 0 . W e

h a v e  a lso  h e ld  d is cu ss io n s  on  the ris ing  cost 
o f p ro d u c in g  and  d is tr ib u tin g  o u r new s le tte r, 
Hinteralia, and  h a v e  u n d e rtake n  a c o u p le  o f 
in it ia t iv e s :  o n e  is to  se ek  fu n d in g  from  the  
N e w  S o u th  W a le s  b ra n c h ; the  o th e r  is to 
c o n s id e r  e le c t ro n ic  m e an s  o f d is tr ib u tio n  (e- 
m a il and/o r w e b - p a g e ) as a m eans  o f re d u c ­
ing  cos ts . T h e  f in a l issue  o f Hinteralia w i l l  
seek  fe e d b a c k  from  m e m b ers  as to re ce iv in g  
the n e w s le tte r  e le c t ro n ic a l ly .

A t  th e  t im e  o f re p o rt in g , A L IA  R iv e r in a  
R e g io n a l G ro u p  is p rep a rin g  to co-host (w ith  
F r ie n d s  o f W a g g a  W a g g a  C ity  L ib ra ry ) a 
fu n c tio n  at w h ic h  Pro fesso r B o b  U sh e rw o o d , 
from  the S ch o o l o f In fo rm a tio n  Stud ies , S h e f­
f ie ld  U n iv e rs ity , U n ite d  K in g d o m , w i ll  speak  
on  'T h e  v a lu e  o f p u b lic  lib ra r ie s  and  the  so ­
c ia l a u d it '.

T h e  g ro u p  in c lu d e s  m e m b ers  from  the li ­
b ra ry  c o m m u n it ie s  o f  A lb u ry - W o d o n g a ,  
W a g g a  W a g g a ,  a n d  s u rro u n d in g  a rea s . S o  
w e  c o n t in u e  to g ra p p le  w ith  the  p ro b le m s  o f 
'th e  ty ra n n y  o f d is ta n c e ' bu t are  still a b le  to  
p re se n t a v a r ie d  p ro g ra m , an d  k e e p  m e m ­
bers in to u c h  w ith  e a c h  o th e r v ia  o u r m a i l ­
ing  list, o u r n e w s le tte r , an d  u p d a tes  to  o u r 
w eb - p ag es .

T h is  y e a r  w e  no ted  w ith  so m e p r id e  the  
a w a rd in g  o f an  A L IA  fe llo w s h ip  to o n e  o f o u r 
fo rm er m e m b ers , D r  M a x in e  R o ch e ste r. ■

M apping a  path to  change
Tracy Gerritson, ALIA Western Australian Branch

A L IA  W e s te rn  A u s tra l­
ian  B ra n c h  started  a 
y e a r  tha t p ro m ise d  

m u c h  ch a n g e  w ith in  th e  A s ­
s o c ia t io n  b y  m a p p in g  o u t 
o u r  o w n  path  to  c h a n g e . A  
v e r y  p ro d u c t iv e  se r ie s  o f 
w o rk s h o p s  w e r e  h e ld  in 
M a r c h ,  re su lt in g  in m a rk e t­
ing  a n d  s tra te g ic  p la n s  fo r 
B ra n c h  (see h ttp :/ / w w w .a lia . 
o rg .a u / b ra n c h e s/ w a ). M a n y  
o f th e  B ra n c h 's  s u b se q u e n t 
a c t iv it ie s  h a v e  b e e n  th e  re ­
su lt o f these  p lan s.

A u s tra lia n  L ib ra ry  W e e k  
w a s  th e  fo cu s  o f g reat a c t iv ­
ity in W e s te rn  A u s tra lia  w ith  
th e  B ra n c h  p ro v id in g  a c o ­
o rd in a t in g  ro le  as w e l l  as 
hosting  a so c ia l e v e n t fo r the 
W e s te rn  A u s tra l ia n  l ib ra ry  
c o m m u n ity .  T h is  e v e n t  p ro ­
v id e d  th e  o p p o r tu n it y  for 
m a n y  o f us to get to g e th e r,

let o u r h a ir  d o w n  an d  e n jo y  
g o o d  fo o d , g o o d  w in e  an d  
in teresting  speakers. A u s tra l­
ian  L ib ra ry  W e e k  a lso  s a w  
the  la u n c h  o f th e  2 0 0 0  Li­
brarians in Focus c a le n d a r  
(c o p ie s  a re  a v a i la b le  from  
W e s te rn  A u s tra l ia n  L o c a l 
O f f ic e  fo r $5 p lu s  p o stage ).

O th e r  c h a n g e s  th is y e a r  
in c lu d e  the re la u n c h  o f  the 
B ra n c h 's  p u b l ic a t io n  Biblia 
as w e ll  as the  u p g ra d in g  o f 
the te c h n o lo g y  in the  lo c a l 
o ffic e , th an ks  to  a g en e ro u s  
grant from  the W e s te rn  A u s ­
tra lia n  B ra n c h  o f  A C L IS .

T h e  B ra n c h 's  c o n t in u in g  
p ro fe s s io n a l d e v e lo p m e n t  
se c tio n  re ce n t ly  h e ld  a s u c ­
cess fu l e v e n t at w h ic h  v a r i ­
ous c o n fe r e n c e  p ap e rs  p re ­
sen ted  re c e n t ly  b y  W e s te rn  
A u s tra lia n s  w e re  're - ru n ' to 
g iv e  th o se  w h o  had  n o t a t­

te n d e d  the  c o n fe re n c e s  th e  
o p p o r tu n ity  to h ea r them .

A L IA  W e s te rn  A u s tra lia n  
B ra n c h  has in vested  a g reat 
d e a l o f  t im e  an d  e ffo rt in 
lo b b y in g  ag a in s t  th e  p ro ­
p o sed  S ta te  G o v e rn m e n t  Li­
brary, Culture and the Arts 
Bill. A t  th is stage the B i l l  is 
still in P a r lia m e n t  but the  l i ­
b ra ry  c o m m u n it y ,  a lo n g  
w ith  o th e r  g ro u p s  a ffe c te d  
b y  th e  le g is la t io n , a re  s tr iv ­
ing  to  h a v e  th is  B i l l  d e ­
fe a te d . T h a n k s  go to  a ll 
tho se  w h o  h a v e  so e n th u s i­
a s t ic a l ly  an d  p a s s io n a te ly  
expressed  the ir o p p o s it io n  to 
it.

F in a lly ,  lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  
to 2 0 0 0 , it is h o p e d  that the 
B ra n c h  c an  c o n t in u e  to p ro ­
v id e  a re le va n t and  d y n a m ic  
p ro g ram  to W e s te rn  A u s tra l­
ian  m e m b ers . ■
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