
From the U K  to Sri Lanka with 
Northern Tasmania in between
Cherie Holmes, Northern Areas Regional Group (Tasmania)

T
he Northern Areas Regional G roup  kicked off the year 
w ith  a tour of the new  TA FE Library in Launceston and 
a presentation on U n ited  K ingdom  com m un ity  lib rar­
ies. In M a rch  w e  w e re  treated to a tour o f the Tasm an ian  

C onservation  Centre, a d iv is ion  of the Q u een  V icto ria  M u ­
seum and Art G a lle ry , w here  w e  w e re  shown the finer points 
of paper conservation . A  fam ily  p icn ic  by the Tam ar R iver 
w as en joyed  after visiting the Australian M aritim e C o llege L i­
brary at Beau ty  Po in t in April.

To celebrate Australian Library W e e k  the group, together 
w ith  the Launceston Library, presented library bags con ta in ­
ing a picture book, tee shirt, balloons, bookmarks and library 
registration card to all babies born or transferred to St Lukes 
H osp ita l in Launceston during the w eek . A  jo in t luncheon  
w as held w ith  the T A L IA  Techs in June  at the Launceston  
C a ta rac t G o rg e  Restaurant. In August w e  v iew e d  the re­
vam p ed  Launceston  L ib ra ry  and the new  se rv ices offered  
inc lud ing  the n ew  O n lin e  Access Centre and Events D a ta ­
base.

In O c to b er w e  learnt about the pains and gains experi­
en ced  by Lau nces to n 's  Sco tch  O ak b u rn  C o lleg e  L ib rary  
w h ile  chang ing  lib ra ry  so ftw are systems. A  tour o f the Sir 
John  Ram say M em o ria l L ib rary  at the Launceston G en era l 
Hospital, together w ith  a presentation recom m ending that li­
b rary professionals need to c la rify  their roles, identify and 
m arket their skills in order to take advantage of today 's  em ­
p loym ent opportun ities w as en joyed  in N ovem ber.

O u r  grand fin a le  w as a Chris tm as d in n er w ith  a guest 
speaker w h o  has been w ork ing  in the library and information 
fie ld  in Sri Lanka. e

Developing internet skills
Marg Beasley, North Central Victorian Regional Group

T
his yea r ou r activ ities  
have  focussed on fur­
ther d e v e lo p in g  the  
in te rn e t sk ills  o f lo c a l l i ­

b ra r ian s , and  in c re a s in g  
ou r aw aren ess  o f lo ca l c o l ­
lec tions .

T h e  fe e d b a ck  from  the 
tw o  in ternet w o rksh o p s  —  
'F in d in g  in fo rm ation  on the 
in te rn e t: s tra teg ies and
sea rch  e n g in e s ' in M a rc h , 
and  'C lass ify ing  internet re­
sources: C la y to n 's  g a te w ay  
to the  w e b ' in S e p te m b e r 
—  in d ic a te s  a p ress ing  
need  fo r lib ra r ia n s  to  u p ­
d a te  and  sh a re  stra teg ies 
for getting  the m ost out of 
the  in te rn e t. T h ese  s tra te ­
gies can  in c lu d e  both te ch ­
n ic a l in fo rm a tio n  ab ou t 
w a y s  to  co n f ig u re  a c o m ­
p u te r to m ak e  it do  w h a t 
yo u  w a n t  it to do , w e ll  as

le a rn in g  a b o u t search  e n ­
g ines and  th e ir  c a p a b ility . 
A s  in fo rm a tio n  m an ag ers , 
these skills are essentia l for 
lib ra rians . B e ca u s e  p ro fes­
s io na l d e v e lo p m e n t a c t iv i ­
ties d o  not fo cu s  on  th is  
a rea  o f n eed , w e  in the  
N orth  C en tra l V ic to r ia n  re­
g ion  are supporting  ou r fe l­
lo w  lib ra r ia n s  by  sh a ring  
k n o w le d g e  w ith  e a ch  
o ther.

T h e  g ro u p  w a s  a lso  
trea ted  to an in sp ira t io n a l 
v is it from  Fran  A w c o c k , L i­
b ra rian  of the  State L ib ra ry  
o f V ic to r ia  w h o  sp o k e  on 
the  'S ta te  L ib ra ry  in to  the  
21 st C e n tu ry '.

W e  ro u n d ed  o ff the 
y e a r  w ith  a tou r o f h ea lth  
lib ra ries  in B en d ig o  in N o ­
vem b er. m

ALIA’s
PREMIER
AWARDS

Nominations are now  being called 
for the following awards o f the 

Australian Library and Information Association

HCL ANDERSON AWARD
This award commemorates HCL Anderson, who was the 

principal librarian of the Free Public Library of New South 
Wales from 1906 and is the highest honour the 

Association can bestow on a professsional 
member. The HCL Anderson Award is 

conferred in recognition of outstanding 
service to librarianship, the profession,
ALIA, or to the theory and practice of 
librarianship. Previous winners of the 
award include John Wallace Metcalfe,

Harrison Bryan, Warren Horton and 
Margaret Trask. To be eligible for the

award nominees must be Associate members of the Association.

REDMOND BARRY AWARD
The Redmond Barry Award is conferred in recognition of 

outstanding service to ALIA, to the promotion/theory/ 
practice of library and information science or an 

associated field. Nominees must be people who are not 
eligible to become a professional member; and not 

employed in the field of library and information science. 
Prof Donald Lamberton and The Hon EG Whitlam are 

previous recipients of this award.

ELLINOR ARCHER AWARD
Ellinor Archer was a foundation 

member of the Australian institute of 
Librarians and its first woman 

president. The Ellinor Archer Award 
is conferred in recognition of 

outstanding service to a library 
and information service, the 

promotion/theory/practice of 
library and information science, 

or an associated field. Nominees 
must be, or have been, employed 

in libraries, but be ineligible for Associate
membership. A previous recipient is Ena Noel.i

It is essential that nominees should NOT be aware that they are r 1 
an award. Nominations are considered by the National Awards Committee 

General Council in committee, and details are published only when the 
nominations are successful. Divisions of ALIA are particularly

note nominations in their agenda papers or minutes. Disclosure of such 
details can prejudice a nomination.

M

Nomination forms are available from 
ALIA National Office, PO Box E441, Kingston ACT 

phone 02 6285 1877, fax 02 6282 2249 
e-mail awards@alia.org.au URL http://www.alia.org.au/awards/

Nominations close 1 February 2000
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