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1999  has b een  a p ro d u c t iv e  and  
busy yea r for A L IA  in the N orthe rn  
T e rr ito ry . D u e  to the  effo rts o f 

m an y  p eo p le  w e  have  had va r ied  a c ­
t iv itie s  w h ic h  h av e  suited m an y  p eo ­
p le  and  interests. W e  h ave  a lso  tried  
to in v o lv e  o th e r p la ces  in the  T e rr i­
tory and, w h ils t  o n ly  a sm all start, w e  
d id  h ave  A L IA  a c tiv it ie s  in K a therine , 
N h u lu n b u y  and  H u m p ty  D o o . T h e  
C e n tra lia n  g ro u p  had th e ir  usual 
co m p lim e n t o f a c tiv it ie s  and  som e of 
these  w e re  in tan d em  w ith  guest 
speakers and  p resenters a rranged  for 
the T op  End group .

Professional development
F in a n c ia l support w as  g iven  to m e m ­
bers w h o  a ttend ed  the L ib ra ry  T e c h ­
n ic ia n s ' C o n fe re n c e  in Perth  and  the 
Sp e c ia ls  C o n fe re n c e  in H ob art.

Awards
T h e  L ib ra ry  A w a rd s  in A u s tra lian  L i­
b ra ry  W e e k  w e re  p o p u la r  w ith  in ­
c re a se d  n o m in a t io n s . T h e  w in n e rs  
this yea r w e re  F re id a  Evans, Lo rra in e  
V ass  and  R o b in  H e m p e l. T h e  (then ) 
M in is te r  fo r C o rp o ra te  and  In fo rm a ­
tio n  S e rv ic e s , D a ry l M a n z ie , p re ­
sented the aw ard s  at a function  at the 
C iv ic  C en tre  in D a rw in .

Events and happenings
A p ril A L IA  n a tio n a l p res iden t, C ra ig  

A nderson  v is ited  both A lic e  Springs 
and  D a rw in  and  p resen ted  a ta lk  
ab o u t 'M e ta d a ta ',  and  a lso  a t­
ten d ed  the v e ry  sp ec ia l d in n e r  sa ­
lu tin g  tw o  m em b ers  —  C o lle e n  
P y n e  for her O rd e r  o f A u s tra lia  
A w a rd , and A lex  B y rn e  for his A L IA  
F e llo w s h ip .

M a y  A u s tra lia n  L ib ra ry  W e e k  w a s  
again  successfu l and m an y  lib raries 
c e le b ra te d  w ith  va r io u s  a c t iv it ie s , 
in c lu d in g  the L ib ra ry  A w a rd s .

Ju n e  N e w  So u th  W a le s  au th o r B e v  
H a rp e r v is ited  the N orth  and  spoke 
to groups at K a therine , N h u lu n b u y , 
H u m p ty  D o o  and  D a rw in . H e r v is it 
w a s  v e ry  p o p u la r and  she w a s  a lso  
a d in n e r  speaker for us in D a rw in .

Ju ly  T h e re  w as  a T e s t im o n ia l D in n e r  
fo r L o rra in e  V ass  w h o  re tired  th is 
y ea r and  has m o ved  interstate. W e  
h av e  m an y  fond  m em o ries  o f Lo r­
ra in e  an d  a p p re c ia te  a ll she has 
d o n e  for our p ro fess ion .

V ic k i W i ls o n  a lso  p resen ted  w o rk ­
shops on  team w o rk  and  o ther team  
co n cep ts . The fe e d b a ck  from  these 
w o rk sh o p s  has b een  ve ry  positive .

Septem ber H ea th e r F isher, a v is itin g  
lib ra rian  w ith  a pass ion  for fa m ily  
l ite ra c y , w a s  a guest d in n e r  
sp eake r. A n d , a fte r h ea ring  ab ou t 
the  'sa fe  re tu rn ' o f the T e ch n ic ia n s  
from  th e ir  jo u rn e y  across the  
Berrim ah Line, w e  d ec id ed  to ho ld  
the d in n e r  at Pa lm ersto n .

V ick i H o u lt  spoke  on the  'lost g en ­
e ra t io n s ' at the N o rth e rn  T e rrito ry  
L ib ra ry . H e r  ta lk  w a s  v e ry  in terest­
ing and  en lig h ten in g .

Ju d ith  Se iss , a one-p erson  lib ra ry  
ad vo ca te  presented a w ell-attended  
w o rk sh o p .

N ovem ber  O u r  ann u a l genera l m eet­
ing, w ith  specia l guest speaker, Ph il 
T e e ce , from  A L IA  n a tio na l o ffice .

O th e r  a c t iv it ie s  o f the b ranch  in ­
c lu d e d  the p resen ta tion  o f the p rize  
for The M ost O utstanding student in 
the D ip lom a o f Library and  Inform a­
tion P rac tice  to L iisa  W e b s te r  (see 
Sep tem b er inCite, p22).

I v is ite d  the  L ib ra ry  students at

A m a jo r  fo cu s  o f the  Q u e e n s ­
land  B ra n ch  in 1999 w a s  the 
suggestion  tha t the  b ra n ch  

split in tw o  —  N o rthe rn  Q u e e n s la n d  
and  So u th e rn  Q u e e n s la n d . A  b a llo t  
w as  held, and a re co m m en d a tio n  that 
the b ran ch  be sp lit w a s  taken  to the 
O c to b e r  G e n e ra l C o u n c il  m ee tin g . 
G en e ra l C o u n c il has referred the m at­
ter to the D iv is io n a l Restructure  S u b ­
c o m m itte e  o f the R e n e w a l W o rk in g  
G ro u p .

Bo th  P u b lic  L ib ra ries  Se c t io n  and 
R A IS S  have  been revita lised , and both 
are  e n jo y in g  good  support, w ith  e n ­
th u s ia s t ic  co m m itte e s  and  a good  
p rogram  o f events. Lo ca l H is to ry  and 
the  C h ild re n 's  and  Y o u th  S e rv ic e s  
Sec t io n s  are  a lso  em erg ing .

Q u e e n s la n d  B ra n c h  w a s  v e ry  
keen  to en su re  in s titu tiona l interests 
should  be represented, and  three n ew  
positions on  B ra n ch  w e re  c rea ted  to

N orthern  Territo ry  U n ive rs ity  w ith  the 
p res ident o f the N orthern  Territo ry  L i­
b ra ry  T e c h n ic ia n s  se c t io n  and  d is ­
cu ssed  h o w  A L IA  m e m b e rsh ip  can  
b en efit them .

I a ttended  the first G e n e ra l C o u n ­
c il m ee tin g  in C a n b e rra  this yea r. It 
w a s  ve ry  w o r th w h ile  to see h o w  the 
process w o rk e d  and  e s p e c ia lly  good  
to m eet the  o ther b ranch  pres idents.

T h e  b ra n ch  has a lso  b een  in ­
v o lv e d  w ith  the  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f l i ­
b rary  tra in ee  packages. The packages 
are  a lm ost read y  to use. I w o u ld  like 
to  exp ress  m y a p p re c ia t io n  to C R E ­
A T E  N T  for the ir in v o lve m en t.

T h e  b ranch  has p u rch ased  a d ig ­
ital c a m e ra  (thanks to Susan  B la k e 's  
effo rts here ) and  w e  n o w  ex p ec t to 
h av e  im ages w e  can  use on the w e b , 
in ou r new sle tters and  for p rom otion .

M u c h  a p p re c ia t io n  to a ll m e m ­
bers, the  c o m m itte e  and  e s p e c ia lly  
R e n n iso n  T aa ffe  for her m e ticu lo u s  
w o rk  as se c re ta ry , and  w e lc o m e  to 
the  n ew  com m ittee . m

in co rp o ra te  sch o o l, p u b lic  and  a c a ­
d em ic  lib raries. So m e  ve ry  successfu l 
p ro fe ss io n a l d e v e lo p m e n t  e ven ts  
h a v e  b een  h e ld , in c lu d in g  an e le c ­
t ro n ic  l ic e n s in g  se m in a r  w h ic h  w a s  
p resen ted  in B r isb an e  and  C a irn s  by 
V ic to r ia n  co lleag u es ; a breakfast fea ­
turing psycho log ist Ian P lo w m a n ; and 
a re cep tio n  for n e w  g raduates. There  
has a lso  been a session on eth ics and 
a se m in a r ab ou t the D ig ita l Agenda 
B ill. Q u il l  c o n t in u e s  its h ig h ly  s u c ­
cess fu l run , and  is b e in g  p u b lish ed  
ten tim es this year. It is a ve ry  im p o r­
tan t v e h ic le  for co m m u n ica t in g  w ith  
m em b ers .

W e  a re  v e ry  p ro u d  to h ave  tw o  
a w a rd  w in n e rs : L ib ra ry  T e ch n ic ia n  of 
the  Y ea r, H e len  P ickers , and  jo in t L i­
b ra ry  M a n a g e r  o f the  Y ea r, Ja n in e  
Schm id t. H e len  rece ived  her aw ard  in 
Perth at the L ib rary  T e ch n ic ia n 's  C o n ­
fe re n ce , and  Ja n in e 's  p resen ta tio n  
w a s  held  late N o vem b er. ■
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