
... from  previous p age

tour of exhibition at 4:30pm. Demonstra
tion of the Virtual Library at 5pm, AGM 
commencing at 5:30pm. Contact: Julie Zu- 
vela, ph 08 9386 6230, fx 08 9389 8742, 
jzuvela@nedlands.wa.gov.au
•  3/12 WA Special Libraries section
AGM. Smorgasbord breakfast Miss 
Mauds, Pier Street, 7:30am, $15 ALIA 
members, $20 non-members. Payment 
must be made prior to the event, payment 
at the door will incur a $5 surcharge. Con
tact: Glenys Artelaris, ph: 08 9479 8427, 
glenys.artelaris@wmc.com.au RSVP by 26/ 
11.

National
11-29 /11  A one day workshop about 
developing policy and practices to effec
tively manage e-mail, presented by Jenny 
Robins and Lorel De Angelis. Sydney 11/
11, Launceston 16/11, Melbourne 18/11, 
Adelaide 23/11, Brisbane 29/11. Contact: 
PICS, ph 03 9853 0699, pics@bigpond. 
com or online at http://www.pia.com.au 
2 -1 4 /1 2  Creating the Knowledge  
Central Enterprise. Presenter Alan Bur
ton Jones. Two day workshop about how 
organisations can take the practical steps 
necessary to become successful knowl
edge-centred enterprises. Brisbane 2-3/
12, Sydney 7-8/12, Melbourne 9-10/12, 
Canberra 13-14/12. Contact: PICS, ph 03 
9853 0699, pics@bigpond.com or online 
at http://www.pia.com.au
•  31 /1 /20 00  N om inations close fo r 
the CYSS M arjorie  Cotton Award,
commemorating an Australian pioneer in 
children's librarianship and recognising an 
outstanding contribution to Children's and 
youth library services. For information con
tact Susan Campbell, Burwood Drum- 
moyne Public Library, 4 Marmaduke 
Street, Burwood 2134. ph 02 9911 9999 
fx 02 9744 5104.
•  31 /1 /20 00  Nom inations close for 
the CYSS Bess Thomas Award, com
memorating an Australian pioneer in Chil
dren's librarianship. A grant of $250 to
wards a project initiating or supplement
ing public library services for young peo
ple. For information contact Susan Camp
bell, Burwood Drummoyne Public Library, 
4 Marmaduke Street, Burwood 2134. ph 
02 9911 9999 fx 02 9744 5104.

Con ference
» 1 2 -1 3 /1 1  2nd Local Studies confer
ence. Post haste the millennium: opportu
nities and challenges in local studies. Con
tact: Jenni Woodroffe, convenor, ph/fx 08 
9367 4759, jenni@ornen.net.au 
» 14 -17 /11  Public Libraries confer
ence. How far have we come... how far 
can we go? Organised by ALIA WA Public 
Libraries section. Sheraton Perth Hotel, 
Perth. Contact: Promaco Pty Ltd, ph 08
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Making news around Australia
Selected reprints from newspapers and magazines in recent months

Free net training in rural areas
The Advertiser (A de la ide), 6 O ctober, 
by M ile s  Kem p

The South  A ustra lian  p rem ier, M r O lso n , 
announced  a $2 m illion  program w h ich  w ill 
p rovide unlim ited, free access to internet tui
tion in coun try  South A ustra lia . 'N e tw o rk s  
for you ' w ill p rovide free train ing from local 
schools, libraries, tele-centres, regional d e 
ve lo p m en t boards and governm ent offices. 
M r O lsen  said that the program  w o u ld  be 
ex tended  to c ity  areas after cou n try  areas 
had been con n ected . T h e  ann o u ncem en t 
com es just a w eek  after the announcem en t 
of a $10 m illion  program  to con n ect co u n 
try areas to the internet for the same price as 
c ity  users.

Behind the masks
The Advertiser!A dela id e ), 6 O ctober, 
by Jonathan  Hart

The State Library of South Austra lia  Founda
tion has com e up w ith  a novel idea to raise 
m oney for their new  w in e  literature c o lle c 
tion. In a project tw e lve  months in the m ak 
ing, 113 p eop le  w e re  asked to pa in t a 
ceram ic  mask, w h ich  w ere  then auctioned at 
a gala d inner on 1 5 O ctober. Am ong the c e 
leb rity  mask-makers w e re  A m an da  
Vanstone, m inister for justice and customs, 
and television-personality, T im  Ferguson.

Gulliver takes
trouble out ol internet travel
Portland Observer, 10 Septem ber

G len e lg  Regional Library staff recently learnt 
how  to use the G u lliv e r  database. G u lliv e r  
has four databases w h ic h  p ro v id e  p eop le  
w ith  access to the full-text of journal articles. 
G u ll iv e r  w ill be a va ila b le  V ic to ria-w id e  to 
the general public through public libraries as 
part of a project run by the State Lib rary of 
V icto ria . It is hoped that the project w ill par
ticu la rly  benefit regional libraries by g iving 
them  another reference source.

Christ reigns almighty in the library
The Sydney Morning Herald, 1 5 Sep tem 
ber, by M artin  Kettle

An analysis of the 18 m illion  books held in 
the Library of Congress has indicated that Je 
sus Christ is the most fam ous figure in the 
m odern w o rld  —  w ith  1 7 239 books about 
him in the co llection . Shakespeare com es in 
second, w ith  9801 books, and Lenin is third 
w ith  4492. The V irg in  M a ry  is the o n ly  fe
m ale in the top-30. There is no living person 
in the top-30, and m odern-day ce leb rities  
barely rate a m ention.

The survey w as co n d u cted  by Peter 
D ickson , a retired C IA  ana lyst, w h o  chose 
the L ib rary of Congress because of the size 
and scope of the lib rary 's holdings.

Medical queries made simple
The W est Australian, 6 Septem ber, 
by Ju lie  Lightfoot

P re g n a n cy  and  m e n o p au se  are the  m ost 
com m on  health-related subjects researched 
by w o m en  a cco rd in g  to Jill M cC ard le , King 
Ed w a rd  M e m o r ia l H o sp ita l lib ra rian . Jill 
said that at least tw en ty  per cen t of w o m en  
using the hosp ita l's  H ea lth  In form ation  R e 
so u rce  S e rv ic e  w e re  after in fo rm ation  on 
p reg nancy and ch ildb irth , w ith  ten per cent 
o f w o m e n  w a n t in g  to k n o w  m ore ab ou t 
m enopause.

The H ea lth  In fo rm ation  Resource  Se rv 
ice w as set up five  years ago in response to 
a d em and  at the h o sp ita l's  m ed ica l lib rary 
for basic  in fo rm ation  on health-related  is
sues. T h e  se rv ice  is n o w  housed in a p er
m anent lib rary and has expanded  its o p era 
tions. Users can  b o rrow  books, journals and 
v id e o  tapes, use the v id eo - w a tch in g  and  
internet fac ilit ie s , or p hone  in the ir queries 
and orders for in fo rm ation  from  a n yw h e re  
in W e s te rn  A ustra lia .

Milestones for two Stirling libraries
Stirling Times, 31 August

Karrinyup  L ib rary ce lebrated  its silver ann i
ve rsa ry  in Sep tem ber. The lib rary  held  an 
even in g  ce leb ra tio n  to m ark the o ccas io n . 
During  Sep tem ber the lib rary w ill have d is
p lays on w hat w as happening  in 1974, and 
a can d id  h istory o f the lib rary  w ith  photo 
graphs from past to present. C h a lk ing  up 
tw en ty  years o f se rv ice  in 1999 is the 
D ian e lla  Library.

Mitchell buys First Fleet letters
Financial Review, 23 Septem ber, 
by Terry Ingram

The M itch e ll L ib rary  recently  purchased the 
papers of D av id  B la ck b u rn , M aster of H M S  
Su p p ly . The lib ra ry  pu rch ased  the papers 
for $278 750, thanks to an anonym ous ben 
efacto r. The p riva te  sponsorsh ip  w ill  help  
offset c r it ics  a rg u in g  re sources shou ld  go 
into  o th e r a reas of the lib ra ry 's  d e v e lo p 
ment.

B la ckb u rn 's  ship, H M S  Supply, w as the 
first to arrrive in Bo tan y  Bay  w ith  governor 
P h illip  on board.

Curtin works online
Southern Gazette, 21 Septem ber

M o re  than 10 000 image and text items have 
been m ade a cce s s ib le  through the John 
Curtin  Prim e M in is te ria l Lib rary 's  E lectron ic  
Research  A rch ive  (ER A ). The co llec tio n  in 
cludes editorials w ritten by John Curtin, pho
tographs from the Curtin  fam ily  album , oral 
histories, copies of official docum ents, letters 
and other personal papers. ■
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