
•1 5 /1 1  SA Library Technician section 
[SALT], AGM. Venue: tba. Contact: SALT 
secretary, Jackie Williams, ph 08 8226 
2890, fx 08 8226 2199.
•  17/11 SA Branch. Group mentorees 
dinner. Details: tba.
•  18/11 SA Branch. AGM. Craig Ander­
son, ALIA president, to speak on: ALIA —  
where to from here? Ira Raymond Room, 
Barr Smith Library, 5 for 5:30pm, dinner to 
follow at a local restaurant. RSVPby 15/11 
to: Janine Tan, ph 08 8303 5225, 
janine.tan@adelaide.edu.au
•  24/11 SA Inform ation Science AGM. 
The virtually painless and rivetting InfoSci 
AGM plus outside the blue square: EDS in 
SA. 10th Floor, EDS Building, 108 North 
Terrace, Adelaide, 5:15 for 5:45pm. RSVP 
by 19/11 (names needed to advise securi­
ty) to: Fiona Thompson, ph 08 8302 6880, 
fiona.thomson@unisa.edu.au
•  26/11 SA Cataloguers section. AGM, 
preceded by a tour o f the Central Store fa­
cility and demonstration of materials 
processing for the Store. Underdale cam­
pus, Uni of South Australia, 4pm.
•  1/12 SA Special Libraries section 
AGM and cocktails. House of Chow, 82 
Hutt Street (Corner Wakefield Street), Ad­
elaide, AGM 5:30—6pm, Cocktails 6- 
7:30pm. Cost: SA Special members $20, 
non-members $25. Contact: Karen Saxby, 
ph 08 8222 9325, ksaxby@dehaa.sa. 
gov.au
•  7 /12 SA Com bined Acquisitions/ 
RAISS sections. AGM. Bob Hawke Prime 
Ministerial Library, Room 418, City West 
Library, 5:30 for 6pm. Contact: Jenni Jere­
my, SA Acquisitions secretary, ph 08 8302 
0318, fx 08 8302 0280, jenni.jeremy@ 
unisa.edu.au
•  8 /12  SA Health section. AGM. De­
tails: tba.
•  13/12 SA Library Technician section 
[SALT]. Committee meeting. Fleet Street 
Cafe, 162 Pulteney Street, Adelaide. 6 for 
6:30pm meeting. Contact: SALT secretary, 
Jackie Williams, ph 08 8226 2890, fx 08 
8226 2199.

VIC
•  Nov Bailarat Regional Group. AGM. 
Details: tba.
•  8/11 Vic Special Libraries section.
Committee meeting. Venue: tba, 5:30pm. 
Contact: June Hooper, ph 03 9329 8511, 
fx 03 9321 1574, June.Hooper@
heartfoundation.com.au
•  10/11 Vic Branch/VicLIS Forum. 
More details later!
•  13/11 Vic School Libraries section.
AGM. Statewide School Support Centre, 
Church Street, Richmond, 9:30am. Con­
tact: Maeior Himbury, secretary, ph 03 
9366 2555 (w), fx 03 9367 9361, 
maelor@melbpc.org.au
•  18/11 VicLIS and CPD com m ittee  
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A loss for the west
Ann Ritchie moves east

M any  of you  w ill be aw a re  that Ann  
R itch ie  has dec ided  to leave  W e s t ­
ern A ustra lia  and take up a posi­

tion as m anager in fo rm ation  se rv ices w ith  
A IM A  in C an b e rra . A n n  is w e ll kn o w n  to 
m an y W e s t  A ustra lian  lib ra ry  and in fo rm a­
tion professionals as a result of her com m it­
m ent and  co n tr ib u tio n  to the  pro fess ion . 
A nn  has most recen tly  been the lib rarian  at 
H o llyw o o d  Private H ospital (1994-99), and 
befo re  that she spent tim e  at the P IV E T  
M e d ic a l C en tre  and  the  F a m ily  P la n n in g  
A ssoc ia tion . W ith  her usual passion for get­
ting invo lved  A nn  has contributed  greatly to 
the w id e r health and m ed ica l lib rary groups 
du ring  her tim e in these jobs.

In pa rticu la r A nn  has been an ad vo ca te  
o f the im p o rtan ce  o f the  ro le  o f the  lib ra r­
ian  in the  b u rg e o n in g  a rea  o f e v id e n ce-  
based health  care . Sh e  spent several w eeks 
in B rita in  e a r lie r  this y ea r as the  re c ip ien t 
o f an A L IA  study grant to further her w o rk  
in this area .

M a n y  w ill k n o w  A n n  from  her A L IA  as­
s o c ia t io n s . Sh e  has co n tr ib u te d  p a ss io n ­
a te ly  to B ranch  debate  for most o f this d e c ­
ad e , and  in p a r t ic u la r  has m ad e  a 
s ig n ifican t co n tr ib u tio n  w h e n e v e r  B ra n ch  
has re v is ited  its v a r io u s  'p la n s ' —  ea r lie r  
this y ea r she took  a le ad in g  ro le  in the  re­
d ev e lo p m e n t o f the b ra n ch 's  strateg ic and 
m arke ting  p lans. A n n 's  interest in m arke t­
ing a lso  ex ten d ed  to ru n n ing  p ro fess iona l 
d eve lo p m en t courses on  lib ra ry  m arketing.

A n n  w a s  a lso  a p a r t ic u la r ly  en e rg e tic  
and  im a g in a tive  c o n v e n o r  o f the  co n t in u ­
ing p ro fess io n a l d e v e lo p m e n t  co m m itte e  
(from  199 0  to 199 2 ), and  m o re  re ce n t ly  
has been c lo se ly  in v o lve d  w'ith the B ranch  
m e n to rin g  p rog ram s, in d e ed  it is w ith  
m ento ring  that A n n  has found  an ou tle t by 
w h ic h  she has b een  a b le  to  exp ress her 
interest in, and  c o n c e rn  for, the d e v e lo p ­
m ent o f the personal and  professional skills 
o f her co lle ag u es .

Sh e  has b een  a m e m b e r o f the 
m e n to r in g  c o m m itte e  s in ce  199 6 , c o n ­
v e n o r  o f the  c o m m itte e  s in ce  1998, and  
c o - co o rd in a to r  o f the  A L IA  (W A )  g roup  
m ento ring  program  s in ce  1996. M en to rin g  
has g iven  A nn  the oppo rtu n ity  to share her 
en ergy  and  skills, and  the group m entoring  
p rogram  has p ro v id ed  her w ith  the fo rum  
in w h ic h  she can  unse lfish ly  con tribu te  her 
passion , co m m itm en t, w isd o m  and g en u ­
ine c o n ce rn  for o thers.

W ith  Pau l G e n o n i, A n n  c o n c e iv e d  and 
es tab lished  the g roup  m en to ring  program , 
and  d ev e lo p e d  it to the p o in t w h e re  it the 
c o n cep t has n o w  been  ad op ted  by severa l

£ f s  C.. V/<r"

other A L IA  b ranches, as a m eans o f easing  
the  tran s it io n  o f n e w  p ro fess io n a ls  in to  
th e ir  ch o se n  c a ree r . T h e re  a re  n o w  fo u r 
co h o rts  o f g rad u ates  to  w h o m  the g roup  
m ento ring  ex p e r ie n ce  has b een  an essen ­
tial part o f the ir p ro fessional d eve lo p m en t.

As w ith  e ve ry th in g  she tack les , A n n  as 
has ap p ro ach ed  group  m ento ring  w ith  not 
o n ly  her heart but her m ind , and  she has 
ap p lied  a high degree o f in te llectua l rigour 
to the task. Sh e  has spread the  w o rd  abou t 
g ro u p  m e n to rin g  th ro u g h  resea rch  and  
p u b lic a t io n  and  by  d e liv e r in g  p apers at 
co n fe re n ce s  in A u s tra lia  an d  o ve rseas . 
M ost re cen tly  she b ecam e  perhaps the first 
Austra lian  lib rarian  to d e liv e r a paper in Es­
to n ia ! Sh e  a lso  re ce n t ly  g rad u a ted  from  
Curtin  U n ive rs ity  w ith  a M aste r o f S c ie n ce , 
h av in g  co m p le te d  a thesis on  the  benefits 
o f the g roup  m en to ring  ex p e r ie n ce  to p ar­
t ic ip an ts  in the p rogram .

It w a s  a m arr iag e  o f A n n 's  interests in 
m arketing  and  m ento ring  w h ic h  led to her 
c lo se  in v o lv e m e n t  w ith  th e  c o n c e p t io n  
and  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f L ib rarians in Focus 
and  Librarians in Focus 2 00 0 , the  tw o  
A L IA  (W A )  p ro m o tio n a l c a le n d a rs  p ro ­
d u ce d  as an  b y-p ro d u c t o f the  g roup  
m entoring program . T h e  success of the c a l­
endars is d u e  in no sm all w a y  to A n n 's  v i ­
s ion , sense o f fun and  w ill in g n e s s  to get 
her c lo th e s  o ff! A s  o n e  c o l le a g u e  has 
q u ip p ed  o f her a p p e a ra n c e  as M s  M a rc h  
1999 'she has neve r looked  b ack  s in ce  she 
hopped  in the  b a th !'

It is h a rd ly  surpris ing  that A n n  w a s  on e  
o f th ree  W e s te rn  A u s tra lia n s  se le c te d  to 
attend the th ird  A u ro ra  l.eadersh ip  six-day 
residentia l w o rk sh o p  in T h red b o  in Feb ru ­
a ry  this yea r. H e re  she u n d e rto o k  fo rm al 
and  in fo rm al activ it ie s  des igned  to exp lo re  
and  ex tend  aw a ren ess  o f le ad e rsh ip  styles 
and potential. It seem s that it w a s  also here 
that tho se  't 'o th e rs id e rs ' re co g n is e d  her 
ab ility  and  set ab ou t lu ring  her to the east.

To m ention  any  m ore of A n n 's  a ch ie v e ­
m ents w o u ld  run the  risk o f this so u nd in g  
like  an o b itu a ry . To  m en tio n  a n y  m ore  of 
her v irtues and  it m ay  seem  like  h ag io g ra ­
phy. A nn  is far too liv e ly  for the form er and 
far too leve l head ed  for the  latter. Bu t on 
beha lf o f the W este rn  A ustra lian  m entoring  
c o m m itte e  w e  w is h  to  say yo u  w i l l  be 
m issed by a ll o f those w h o  h a v e  b enefited  
from  y o u r gen e ro us and  in te llig en t sp irit, 
you r w illin g n ess  to get in v o lve d  and  w h en  
necessary  to lead , and  yo u r u n b rid led  e n ­
jo ym en t o f a good  n ight on the  to w n .

Janet Megarrity, ALIA Western Australian 
Branch mentoring committee
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