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The n e w  b u ild in g  w he re  th e  S choo l o f  In fo rm a tio n  
Systems, Techno logy  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t is ho u se d  

a t th e  U n ivers ity  o f  N e w  S ou th  W ales

Tw o  former schools at the U n iv e r­
sity  o f N e w  South  W a le s  have 
co m b in ed  forces. In e a r ly  June  

1999, the global trend for convergence 
in inform ation  studies courses at terti­
ary leve l w as further cem ented  by the 
creation of a new  School of Information 
Systems, Techno logy  and M anagem ent 
(S IST M ) at the Un ivers ity  of N e w  South 
W a le s . For some tim e now  inform ation 
d iscip lines have been m oving closer to­
gether so that im portan t con n ec tio n s  
and synerg ies result from com b in in g  
teach ing  and research programs in the 
various inform ation fields. The d isc ip li­
nary  com p on en ts  o f in fo rm ation ; l i ­
b rary and a rch ive  studies; inform ation 
systems; and associated areas related to 
softw are and techno logy deve lopm ent 
—  inc lu d ing  the new er fie lds of web- 
based inform ation and e-com m erce —  
w ill n o w  be taught in the one school. 
This m erger w ill a llo w  students greater 
d iversity o f cho ice  am ong a w id e  range 
of inform ation-related subjects. S im ila r 
mergers and/or co llaborations have o c ­
curred  at M onash  U n ive rs ity , at the 
U n iv e rs ity  of C a lifo rn ia  in Be rke le y , 
and at D rexe l U n iv e rs ity  in P h ila d e l­
phia.

A sso c ia te  Pro fessor Bob  
Edm undson heads the new  school w ith  
tw o  asso c ia te  heads of sch oo l, 
D r C o n n ie  W ils o n  (fo rm erly  from  the 
Scho o l o f In form ation , L ib rary  and A r­
ch ive  Stud ies —  S ILA S ) and Assoc ia te  
Professor G rah am  Lo w  (fo rm erly from 
the S ch o o l o f In fo rm ation  System s). 
The n ew  schoo l has been estab lished  
to c a p ita lis e  on the expertise  o f a c a ­
d em ics  from  each  o f the in fo rm ation  
d isc ip lin es  and to educate  p rofession­
als c a p a b le  o f respond ing  a p p ro p ri­
a te ly  to changes in the inform ation en ­
vironm ent. There is a high potential for 
g row th  w ith  an increas ing  num ber of 
n ew  students en ro llin g  in all areas of 
in fo rm ation  studies and w ith  n ew  un ­
dergraduate offerings relating to library 
and inform ation m anagem ent, archives 
and recordkeep ing  studies. The form er 
S IL A S  postg raduate courses and sub ­
jects w ili  c o n tin u e  to be o ffered  for 
study w ith in  S IS T M ’s Inform ation M a n ­
ag em en t Program . The n ew  u nd e r­
graduate offerings w ill be a va ilab le  for 
the start o f the acad em ic  year in 2000.

O f  specia l interest to A L IA  and all 
inform ation m anagem ent professionals 
is the greater strength that this school

offers for the 
d e v e l o p ­
m ent of new  
programs.
These  pro ­
gram s are 
designed  to 
serve the in­
f o r m a t i o n  
sector in the 
b r o a d e s t  
sense, but 
p a r t ic u la r ly  
in in fo rm a­
tion  and li­
b rary  serv­
ices and 
m a n a g e ­
m ent, in 
web-based information services, and in 
the bu rgeon ing  fie ld  of e le c tro n ic  
reco rdkeep ing . The co n ve rg en ce  and 
shift in focus are needed to address the 
m ajor changes in socia l understanding 
of the nature and im portance of infor­
mation. There is an acknow ledgm ent of 
the rap id  d eve lop m en t of com puters 
and com puting  w ith  the ir in e v itab le  
socia l consequences.

Ideas of in fo rm ation  are no longer 
restricted  to som eth ing  essen tia lly  in 
textual form , such as books, n ew sp a ­
pers, jou rna ls  and so on, stored in fil­
ing cab inets  or on the shelves of book 
stores, a rch ives and libraries. In fo rm a­
tion in its m any forms, in c lu d ing  text, 
is n o w  seen as h av in g  b eco m e  o v e r ­
w h e lm in g ly  pervasive. In its digital for­
m at it em braces all k inds of text, nu ­
m erica l data, im ages and  sound. It is 
in vo lved  at all leve ls o f soc ie ty  and all 
aspects  o f hum an  en d ea vo u r. T h e  
chan g es are fa r-reach ing  and  p ro ­
found .

The introduction of the co-m ajor in 
in fo rm ation  m anagem en t w ill  be a 
staged process, w ith  the first subjects 
o ffered  in 2000 and add ing  subjects 
over a num ber of years. Add itional in ­
fo rm ation  m anagem ent subjects are 
p lanned  in the period 2002-2005.

T h e  n ew  undergraduate  co-m ajor 
includes five new  inform ation m anage­
m ent subjects to be taken in the B a ch ­
e lo r o f C om m erce  degree in co m b in a ­
tion w ith  other com m erce d iscip lines of 
accoun ting , m arketing, actuaria l stud­
ies, finance, or inform ation systems. To 
date the co-m ajor in inform ation m an ­

agem ent com prises the fo llow in g  sub­
jects plus tw o  prerequisite Inform ation 
Systems subjects. The new  undergradu­
ate subjects inc lude:

In f o r m a t io n  k n o w le d g e  a n d  s o c i e t y  

provides a critica l, ana ly tica l exam i­
nation of current issues on the role of 
inform ation in society.

In f o r m a t io n  s e r v ic e s  a n d  r e s o u r c e  d is ­

c o v e r y  surveys the broad o rg an isa ­
tio n a l, p ro fess iona l, and personal 
context w ith in  w h ich  inform ation is 
p roduced and inform ation needs o c ­
cur.

O r g a n is a t io n a l  r e c o r d k e e p in g :  R e s p o n ­

s ib i l i t i e s  a n d  r is k s  looks at the a c ­
co u n ta b ility  and requ irem ents that 
p ub lic  o ffic ia ls and com pan ies p ro ­
v id e  to ensure records of activ it ie s  
and actions are m ainta ined.

T e x t  in f o r m a t io n  r e t r i e v a l  provides an 
exam ination  of text IR systems, their 
structure and the princip les of textual 
inform ation organisation.

In fo rm a t io n  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  o r g a n is a ­

t io n  provides an in troduction  and 
practica l understanding of the m eth ­
ods used to o rgan ise inform ation  in 
all formats through descrip tion, c la s ­
sification  acco rd in g  to sub ject c o n ­
tent and function.

The L Jn ive rs ity  and the Scho o l of 
In form ation  System s, T e ch n o lo g y  and 
M anag em en t w e lco m es  enqu iries  
about the new  undergraduate cu rr icu ­
lum. Please contact D r C onn ie  W ilso n , 
associate head of school, by te lephone 
on 02 9385 7134 or e-m ail her at
c .w ilso n @ u n sw .ed u .au . ■
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